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(57) ABSTRACT 

A folding booklet is disclosed having a booklet cover and 
one or more of booklet pages in which are formed a plurality 
of Spaced apart longitudinal fold lines defining a plurality of 
longitudinal panels and a plurality of transverse fold lines 
defining a plurality of transverse panels. The longitudinal 
panels can be folded along the longitudinal fold lines to 
overlay one another and the transverse panels can be folded 
along the transverse fold lines to overlay one another. The 
cover can then be folded along a booklet cover fold line to 
completely contain the folded booklet pages. 
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FOLDING BOOKLET 

0001. This application is a continuation-in-part of co 
pending application Ser. No. 09/454,117 filed Dec. 3, 1999. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 This invention is directed toward a folding booklet. 
More particularly, this invention is directed toward a folding 
booklet having a cover and a plurality of booklet pages, 
which can be folded to overlay one another in Such a manner 
as to be completely contained within the cover. Even more 
particularly, the booklet pages are folded to fit within the 
cover without using accordion and/or concertina folds. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0003. It is well known to fold such items as maps, 
brochures, advertisements, business Schedules, entertain 
ment listings, general information, and the like into Smaller 
units to facilitate Storing, carrying and/or mailing them. 

0004 For example, U.S. Pat. No. 1,697.350 to Eubank 
discloses a map folded into Zig-Zag increments to form map 
portions or Segments that can be turned like pages in a book. 

0005 U.S. Pat. No. 2,507,615 to Sharp, Jr. discloses a 
map folded in accordion or concertina fashion to a size 
enabling it to be placed in an envelope. 

0006 U.S. Pat. No. 3,738,686 to Morse discloses a 
plurality of leaves foldably joined together in the form of an 
elongated, accordion folded Strip, which is attached to the 
spine of book-like covers. The leaves can be turned like 
pages in a book or be completely unfolded to provide a 
panoramic view of the Subject matter displayed. 

0007 U.S. Pat. No. 4,270,773 to Gaetano discloses a map 
folded into a book-form and mounted between book covers. 
Folding of the map requires a minimum of four lateral folds 
and a minimum of Seven longitudinal folds to provide a 
minimum of three double leaves with a central leaf which, 
when pulled out, creates an extended center fold. 

0008 U.S. Pat. No. 4,496,171 to Cherry discloses a TV 
program guide and advertising medium with sheets printed 
on both sides and multiple lateral fold lines to provide a 
magazine shaped article when the sheets are completely 
folded. 

0009 U.S. Pat. No. 4,583,763 to Shacklett, Jr. discloses 
a sheet having multiple longitudinal and horizontal, paral 
lely spaced fold or Score lines defining a plurality of rect 
angularly shaped panels which are folded in increasing 
overlapping relationship to form an information folder. 

0010 U.S. Pat. No. 4,606,553 to Nickerson discloses a 
printed map sheet having a plurality of longitudinal and 
horizontal fold lines defining a plurality of panels, one 
corner panel of which is Secured to a cover. The sheet is first 
folded accordion Style to form an elongated Strip which, in 
turn, is folded accordion Style to fit within a match book type 
COVC. 

0011 U.S. Pat. No. 4,906,024 to Lein discloses a foldable 
sheet having a plurality of longitudinal and horizontal fold 
lines defining a plurality of panels, which are folded over 
one another in an interlocking arrangement. 
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0012 U.S. Pat. No. 5,029,902 to Kosmori discloses a 
combined map and information brochure, one side edge of 
the map being Secured to the Spine of a brochure. The map 
is accordion folded to fit within the covers of the brochure. 

0013 U.S. Pat. No. 5,156,898 to McDonald, etal. dis 
closes a sheet having a plurality of longitudinal and hori 
Zontal fold lines defining a plurality of Segments. Two of the 
Segments at diagonally opposed corners are Stiff portions. 
The sheet is folded accordion or concertina Style first along 
the longitudinal fold lines then along the horizontal fold 
lines to provide a folded sheet contained between the stiff 
portions. 

0014 U.S. Pat. No. 5,358,761 to McDonald, etal. dis 
closes a sheet having a plurality of longitudinal and hori 
Zontal fold lines defining a plurality of Segments. Two of the 
Segments at diagonally opposed corners are Stiff portions, 
one of the Stiff portions having an extending edge area. 
When the sheet is folded accordion or concertina style first 
along the longitudinal fold lines then along the horizontal 
fold lines, the folded sheet is contained between the stiff 
portions with the extending edge area protruding beyond the 
folded sheet so that the folded article can be placed in a 
binder. 

0.015 U.S. Pat. No. 5,393,021 to McDonald discloses a 
sheet having a plurality of longitudinal and horizontal fold 
lines defining a plurality of Segments. Two of the Segments 
at diagonally opposed corners are Stiff portions, which are 
larger than the remaining segments. When the sheet is folded 
accordion or concertina Style first along the longitudinal 
folds then along the horizontal folds, the folded sheet is 
contained between the enlarged Stiff portions, which enable 
them to be grasped with opposite hands and unfold the 
folded sheet in a single movement. 
0016 U.S. Pat. No. 5,857,705 to Dahlquist discloses a 
multiweb, perforated folded product or magazine insert 
having a plurality of webs which can be roll folded, 
Z-folded, accordion folded, fan folded, plow folded or 
combinations of these fold to fit within a magazine. 
0017 U.S. Pat. No. 5,882,763 to Perttuman, etal. dis 
closes article having two sets of fold lines So that the article 
is first folded concertina Style along a first Set of fold lines 
and then folded concertina Style along a Second Set of fold 
lines transverse to the first set of fold lines. 

0018 U.S. Pat. No. 5,918,905 to Wilen discloses a plu 
rality of booklets-interconnected end to end to form a TV 
guide book Strip, the pages of which are provided with 
horizontal perforations So that the top and bottom of each 
page can be separated from one another. 
0019 AS can be seen, the foregoing patents employ a 
Series of folding techniques that are cumberSome and gen 
erally include at least one Series of accordion or concertina 
folds. When paper is Subjected to accordion or concertina 
folding, it has a tendency to retain the, memory of its fold. 
Consequently, when Such paper is unfolded, it attempts to 
Spring back to its folded condition making it unwieldy to 
handle and difficult to access the information that may 
printed on it. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0020. It has now been found that the shortcomings asso 
ciated with previous attempts to provide a sheet or a plurality 
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of Sheets of paper that can be readily folded and easily 
unfolded by a user and also be compactly contained in a 
suitable cover are overcome by the folding booklet of this 
invention. 

0021. In general, the folding booklet of the invention 
comprises: an Outer booklet cover having opposed top and 
bottom edges, opposed side edges, a longitudinal fold line 
intermediate Said Side edges defining a panel on each side of 
Said longitudinal fold line; and, a plurality of booklet pages 
Secured to at least one of Said panels of Said booklet cover, 
Said booklet pages having opposed top and bottom edges, 
opposed side edges, a plurality of Spaced apart longitudinal 
fold lines formed in Said booklet pages intermediate Said 
Side edges, one of Said longitudinal fold lines being coinci 
dental to and co-extensive with the longitudinal fold line of 
Said booklet cover, Said combined thicknesses is about the 
Same as or equal to that of a credit card or a hotel magnetic 
door key; i.e., about 30 points thick. 
0022. In yet another embodiment, one of the booklet 
cover panels can be dimensioned to be longitudinally longer 
than the other booklet cover panel so that the top and bottom 
edges of the longer panel extend beyond the top and bottom 
edges of the other panel. 

0023. In a further embodiment, the fold line of the 
booklet cover can be horizontally disposed intermediate the 
top and bottom edges of the booklet cover to define upper 
and lower panels in the booklet cover. 
0024. In still a further embodiment, an aperture can be 
formed in a corner of one of the booklet cover panels to 
facilitate attachment of the folding booklet to an item of 
merchandise. 

0.025 In yet another embodiment, a cutout slot can be 
formed adjacent the top edge of one of the booklet cover 
panels to accommodate Suspending the folding booklet on a 
display rod. 

0.026 Instill a further embodiment, one or more gates can 
be provided at the Side edges of a booklet page or at the Side 
edges of a plurality of booklet pages. 

0027. The booklet pages of the folding booklet can 
contain or be imprinted with any type of information 
desired. For example, the booklet pages can consist of one 
or more maps, general and local information, busineSS and 
convention Schedules and agendas, product warranties and 
descriptions or instructions, general and local news items, 
advertisements, and the like. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

0028. The folding booklet of the invention is further 
illustrated in the accompanying drawing wherein: 

0029 FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of 
a booklet cover that can be used for the folding booklet of 
the invention; 

0030 FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating another 
embodiment of a booklet cover that can be used for the 
folding booklet of the invention; 
0.031 FIG. 3 is a perspective view illustrating a further 
embodiment of a booklet cover that can be used for the 
folding booklet of the invention; 
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0032 FIGS. 4-6 are plan views illustrating one embodi 
ment of booklet pages Secured to a booklet cover of a folding 
booklet of the invention and the Sequence of folding the 
booklet pages So that they are completely contained within 
the booklet cover of the folding booklet; 
0033 FIGS. 7 and 8 are plan views illustrating another 
Sequence of folding booklet pages So that they are com 
pletely contained within the booklet cover of the folding 
booklet; 
0034 FIGS. 9-17 are plan views illustrating the manner 
in which a large booklet page Such as a map can be Secured 
to a booklet cover and a sequence for folding the large 
booklet page So that it is completely contained within the 
booklet cover; 
0035 FIGS. 18-22 are plan views illustrating a booklet 
cover having a horizontally disposed fold line and the 
Sequence of folding the booklet pages So that they are 
completely contained within the booklet cover; 
0036 FIGS. 23-27 are plan views illustrating another 
embodiment of a booklet page or a plurality of booklet pages 
Secured to a booklet cover and the manner of folding the 
booklet page or booklet pages to be completely contained 
within the booklet cover, and, 
0037 FIGS. 28-30 are plan views illustrating still 
another embodiment of a booklet cover having two, foldable 
attached side tab extensions. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
AND THE INVENTION 

0038. The folding booklet of the invention will become 
more apparent from the ensuing discussion when considered 
together with the accompanying drawing wherein like ref 
erence numerals and letterS denote like parts. 
0039. One embodiment of a booklet cover for the folding 
booklet of the invention is illustrated by FIG. 1 and is 
generally identified therein by reference numeral 10. Book 
let cover 10 is generally rectangular and has opposed top and 
bottom edges 11 and 12, respectively, opposed side edges 13 
and 14 and a longitudinal fold line 15 formed intermediate 
the opposed side edges defining panels 16 and 17. Although 
longitudinal fold line 15 can be located at any position 
intermediate Side edges 13 and 14, it is preferably centered 
between side edges 13 and 14. Longitudinal fold line 15 
serves as a hinge enabling the booklet cover 10 to be closed 
in the same manner as closing a book. 
0040 Booklet cover 10 can optionally be provided with 
a magnetic Strip 18 positioned adjacent one of the Side edges 
Such as Side edge 14 and can also be optionally provided 
with a pocket on one of the panels. Such as pocket 19 shown 
in phantom on panel 16. Magnetic Strip 18 can be encoded 
with any desired information Such as a hotel door lock code, 
a credit card account number, and the like. Pocket 19 can be 
made from any Suitable material Such as a clear, commer 
cially available plastic and can be Secured to the booklet 
cover panel by using conventional glueS or heat Sealing 
techniques. 

0041. A tab extension can also be secured to one of the 
side edges of the booklet cover such as tab extension 20 
shown secured to side edge 14. Tab extension 20 has 
opposed top and bottom edges 21 and 22, respectively, 
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which are preferably co-extensive with the top and bottom 
edges 11 and 12, respectively, of the booklet cover 10 and 
opposed side edges 23 and 24 defining a tab extension panel 
25 therebetween. Side edge 24 of tab extension 20 is 
common with side edge 14 of booklet cover 10 defining a 
fold line so that tab extension 20 can folded into booklet 
cover 10 with tab extension panel 25 overlying booklet 
cover panel 17. Optionally, side edge 24 of tab extension 20 
can be removably secured to the side edge 14 of booklet 
cover 10 Such as with a perforation line. A magnetic Strip can 
also be optionally provided adjacent one of the Side edges of 
the tab extension Such as magnetic Strip 18 shown in 
phantom adjacent Side edge 23. In addition, a tab extension 
can optionally be Secured to the other Side edge of the 
booklet cover such as tab extension 20a shown in phantom 
secured to side edge 13 of booklet cover 10. 
0.042 Another embodiment of a booklet cover of the 
invention is illustrated in FIG. 2. The booklet cover of this 
embodiment is substantially the same as that shown in FIG. 
1 but rotated 90 degrees. The booklet cover in this embodi 
ment is generally identified by reference numeral 30 and has 
opposed Side edges 13 and 14, opposed top and bottom 
edges 26 and 27, respectively, and a horizontally disposed 
fold line 15 intermediate the top and bottom edges 26 and 27 
defining panels 28 and 29. Preferably, fold line 15 is 
positioned centrally between the top and bottom edges 26 
and 27 so that booklet cover 30 can be opened and closed in 
the same manner as a folio. 

0043 FIG.3 illustrates a further, embodiment of a book 
let cover of the invention, the booklet cover being generally 
identified by reference numeral 40. In this embodiment, a 
common longitudinal fold line 15 joins panels 30 and 31. 
Panel 30 has opposed top and bottom edges 32 and 33, 
respectively, and opposed side edges 34 and 35, a portion of 
side edge 34 being common with longitudinal fold line 15. 
Panel 31 also has opposed top and bottom edges 36 and 37, 
respectively, and opposed side edges.38 and 39, side edge 39 
being common with longitudinal fold line 15. As illustrated, 
panel 30 is formed to be longitudinally longer than panel 31 
So that its top and bottom edges 32 and 33, respectively, 
extend beyond the horizontal plane of the top and bottom 
edges 36 and 37, respectively, of panel 31. 
0044) The booklet cover 40 shown in FIG. 3 also illus 
trates an aperture formed in a corner of one of the panels 
Such as aperture 41 shown in phantom in the upper left hand 
corner of panel 30 to facilitate attaching the booklet cover 
using a String or a length of plastic to, for example, an item 
of merchandise. This embodiment also illustrates a cut-out 
Slot formed adjacent a top edge Such as cut-out slot 42 
shown in phantom adjacent top edge 32 of panel 30 to 
accommodate Suspending the booklet cover on a display 
rod. 

0.045 While the aperture 41 and the cut-out slot 42 are 
shown with the booklet cover 40 illustrated in FIG. 3, they 
can also be readily provided in the booklet cover embodi 
ments illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2. 

0.046 FIG. 4 illustrates one embodiment of a booklet 
Secured to a booklet cover of the invention. For purposes of 
illustration only, the booklet cover embodiment of FIG. 1 is 
shown. 

0047. In the embodiment of FIG. 4, a booklet, generally 
identified by reference numeral 50, is shown secured to both 

Feb. 3, 2005 

panels 16 and 17 of booklet cover 10. Booklet 50 has a 
plurality of booklet pages 52 bound together at booklet Spine 
51, which is also a side edge of the booklet 50. Spine 51 is 
secured to booklet cover 10 so that its edge is inboard of side 
edge 13 of the booklet cover 10. The other side edge 53 of 
booklet 50 is secured to booklet cover 10 So that it is inboard 
of side edge 14 of the booklet cover 10. Booklet 50 has a top 
edge 54 and a bottom edge 55, top edge 54 being positioned 
to be inboard of the top edge 111 of the booklet cover 10. 
Transverse fold lines, shown by long and short dash lines 56 
and 57, are formed in booklet 50 intermediate the top and 
bottom edges 54 and 55, respectively, the uppermost trans 
verse fold line 56 being formed so that it is inboard of the 
bottom edge 12 of the booklet cover 10. Transverse fold 
lines 56 and 57 define transverse panels X, Y and Z in 
booklet 50. Reference numeral 59 identifies the inner, com 
mon edges of pages 52 of the booklet 50 and reference 
numeral 58 identifies a longitudinal fold line shown in 
long-short dash lines that defines longitudinal panels A and 
B and which is co-extensive with longitudinal fold line 15 of 
the booklet cover 10/ 

0048 One or more gates-can-also be provided at a side 
edge of booklet 50 as indicated in phantom at 53a and 53b. 
These gates 53a and 53b are extensions of the side edge 53 
of booklet 50 and should preferably be of a size so that they 
are no greater in width than the transverse panels, for 
example, no greater in width than transverse panels Y and Z. 
When such gates are provided, they are preferably folded 
along the Side edge to which they are attached; e.g., Side 
edge 53, to overlay their respective transverse panels. Such as 
transverse panels Y and Z prior to folding the booklet. Gates 
such as gates 53a and 53b can be a fixed extension of a side 
edge of a booklet or they can be removably attached to a side 
edge of a booklet Such as by using a perforation line. 

0049. The sequence for folding the booklet 50 and the 
booklet pages 52 shown in FIG. 4 is illustrated in FIGS. 5 
and 6. As shown in FIG. 5, transverse panel Z is folded 
along transverse fold line 57 so that transverse panel Z. 
overlies transverse panel Y. These panels, i.e., transverse 
panels Z and Y, are then folded along transverse fold line 56 
to overlie transverse panel X as shown in FIG. 6. Booklet 
cover 10 is now ready to be closed by folding it along 
longitudinal fold line 15 so that the entire booklet 50 is 
completely contained within booklet cover 10. 

0050 FIG. 7 illustrates a booklet 60 secured to a booklet 
cover Such as the booklet cover 10 shown in FIG. 1. In this 
embodiment, booklet 60 consists of a plurality of booklet 
pages 62, which are bound together at booklet Spine 61. 
Booklet 60 is secured to booklet cover 10 So that booklet 
spine 61 is positioned to be inboard of side edge 13 of 
booklet cover 10. Booklet spine 61 is one side edge of 
booklet 60 and its opposed side edge 63 is also positioned to 
be inboard of side edge 14 of booklet cover 10. Booklet 60 
has opposed top and bottom edges 64 and 65, respectively, 
the top edge 64 being positioned to be inboard of the top 
edge 11 of booklet cover 10. A transverse fold line 66 is 
formed in booklet 60 inboard of the bottom edge 12 of the 
booklet cover 10 and defines transverse panels V and W. A 
longitudinal fold line 65 is also formed in booklet 60 to be 
substantially co-extensive with the longitudinal fold line 15 
of the booklet cover 10, longitudinal fold line defining 
longitudinal panel C and D in the booklet 60. 
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0051) To fold the booklet 60, transverse panel Wis folded 
along transverse fold line 66 so that transverse panel W 
overlies transverse panel V as shown in FIG.8. At this time, 
transverse fold line 66 becomes the bottom edge of the 
booklet 60 and the former bottom edge 65 of the booklet 60 
becomes substantially common with the top edge 64 of 
booklet 60. Booklet cover 10 can now be closed so that 
longitudinal panels C and D overlie one another with 
booklet 60 completely contained within booklet cover 10. 

0.052 FIG. 9 illustrates the manner in which a large 
booklet page Such as a map can be Secured to a booklet cover 
of the invention and FIGS. 10-14 illustrate a preferred 
Sequence for folding the large booklet page. 

0053 With reference first to FIG. 9, one corner of a large 
booklet page, generally identified by reference numeral 70, 
is shown Secured to a booklet cover of the invention Such as 
booklet cover 10 illustrated in FIG.1. Large booklet page 70 
has opposed top and bottom edges 71 and 72, respectively, 
opposed side edges 73 and 74, transverse fold lines 75 and 
76 formed in the booklet page 70 to define transverse panels 
E, F and G, and a plurality of longitudinal fold lines 77, 78, 
79 and 80 formed in the booklet page 70 to define longitu 
dinal panels Q, R, S, T and U. Side edge 73 of the booklet 
page 70 is positioned to be inboard of the side edge 13 of the 
booklet cover 10; top edge 71 of the booklet page 70 is 
positioned to be inboard of the top edge 11 of the booklet 
cover 10; the uppermost transverse fold line 75 of the 
booklet page 70 is positioned to be inboard of the bottom 
edge 12 of the booklet cover 10; the penultimate longitudi 
nal fold line 78 is formed to be inboard of the side edge 14 
of the booklet cover 10; and, the ultimate longitudinal fold 
line 77 is formed to be substantially co-extensive with 
longitudinal fold line 15 of the booklet cover 10. 
0054) A preferred sequence for folding booklet page 70 is 
illustrated in FIGS. 10-14. As shown in FIG. 10, longitu 
dinal panel U is first folded along longitudinal fold line 80 
So that longitudinal panel U overlies longitudinal panel T 
and longitudinal fold line 80 becomes the side edge of 
booklet page 70. Longitudinal panels U/T are then folded 
along longitudinal fold line 79 So that longitudinal panel T 
overlies longitudinal panels S and U and longitudinal fold 
line 79 becomes the side edge of booklet page 70 as shown 
in FIG. 11. Next, longitudinal panels T, S and U are folded 
along longitudinal fold line 78 so that longitudinal panel S 
overlies longitudinal panels U, Tand R and longitudinal fold 
line 78 becomes the side edge of booklet page 70 as shown 
in FIG. 12. Transverse panel G is then folded along trans 
verse fold line 76 so that transverse panel G overlies 
transverse panel F and transverse fold line 76 becomes the 
bottom edge of the booklet page 70 as shown in FIG. 13. 
Transverse panels G/F are then folded along transverse fold 
line 7.5 to overlay transverse panel E so that transverse fold 
line becomes the bottom edge of booklet page 70 as shown 
in FIG. 14. At this time, booklet cover 10 can be closed by 
folding it along its longitudinal fold line 15 with all of the 
transverse and longitudinal panels of the booklet page 70 
contained completely within the booklet cover 10. 
0.055 An alternative sequence for folding booklet page 
70 is illustrated in FIGS. 12 and 15-17. With reference to 
FIG. 12 and as shown in FIG. 15, longitudinal panels S, U, 
T and R can folded along longitudinal fold line 77 so that 
longitudinal panel Roverlies longitudinal panels S, T, U and 

Feb. 3, 2005 

Q and longitudinal fold line 77 becomes the side edge of 
booklet page 70. Transverse panel G is then folded along 
transverse fold line 76 to overlay transverse panel F with 
transverse fold line 76 becoming bottom edge of booklet 
page 70 as shown in FIG. 16. Transverse panels G/F are then 
folded along transverse fold line 75 to overlay transverse 
panel E with transverse fold line 75 becoming the bottom 
edge of booklet page 70 as shown in FIG. 17. Booklet cover 
10 can now be closed by folding it along its longitudinal fold 
line 15 with all of the transverse and longitudinal panels of 
booklet page 70 contained completely within the booklet 
cover 10. 

0056 FIG. 18 illustrates the use of the booklet cover 
embodiment shown in FIG. 2 having a horizontally or 
transversely disposed fold line. As shown in FIG. 18, a 
booklet, generally identified by reference numeral 90, hav 
ing a plurality of booklet pages 91 which are bound together 
at spine 81 is secured to booklet cover 30 so that spine 81 
is positioned to be inboard of side edge 13 of the booklet 
cover 13 and the top-edge 82 of booklet 90 is positioned to 
be inboard of the top edge 26 of the booklet cover 30. 
Reference numeral 83 identifies the bottom edge of the 
booklet 90 and reference numeral 84 identifies the other side 
edge of the booklet 30. Booklet 30 has a transverse fold line 
85 formed in it so that it is substantially co-extensive with 
the transverse fold line 15 of the booklet cover 30 and 
defines transverse panels H and I. A plurality of longitudinal 
fold lines 86, 87 and 88 are also formed in booklet 90 
defining longitudinal panels M, N, 0 and P with longitudinal 
fold line 88 being positioned to be inboard of side edge 14 
of the booklet cover 30. 

0057. A sequence for folding the booklet 90 shown in 
FIG. 18 is illustrated in FIGS. 19-22. As can be seen in FIG. 
19, longitudinal panel P is folded along longitudinal fold line 
86 so that longitudinal panel Poverlies longitudinal panel 0 
with longitudinal fold line 86 becoming the side edge of 
booklet 90. Longitudinal panels P/O are then folded along 
longitudinal fold line 87 so that longitudinal panel 0 overlies 
longitudinal panels P and N and longitudinal fold 87 
becomes the side edge of booklet 90 as shown in FIG. 20. 
Longitudinal panels 0, P and N are then folded along 
longitudinal fold line 88 so that longitudinal panel N over 
lies longitudinal panels M, 0 and P and longitudinal fold line 
becomes the side edge of booklet 90 as shown in FIG. 21. 
Next, transverse panel I is folded along transverse fold line 
85 to overlay transverse panel H so that transverse fold line 
85 becomes common with the transverse fold line 15 of the 
booklet cover 30. Booklet cover 30 can then be closed folio 
fashion by folding it along its transverse fold line 15 with all 
of the longitudinal and transverse panels of the booklet 90 
contained completely within the booklet cover 30 as shown 
in FIG. 22. 

0058 Another embodiment illustrating a booklet secured 
to a booklet cover of the invention is shown in FIG. 23. In 
this embodiment, the booklet cover used for purposes of 
illustration is the booklet cover shown in FIG. 1. As can be 
seen in FIG. 23, a booklet, generally identified by reference 
numeral 100, has opposed top and bottom edges 101 and 
102, respectively; opposed side edge 103 and 104; a plural 
ity of transverse fold lines 105 and 106 formed in the booklet 
100 defining transverse panels A, B' and C'; and, a plurality 
of longitudinal fold lines 107, 108 and 109 formed in the 
booklet 100 defining longitudinal panels W, X, Y and Z. 
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In this embodiment, booklet 100 is secured to cover 10 So 
that its top edge 101 is positioned to be inboard of the top 
edge 11 of the booklet cover 30; transverse fold line is 
formed to be inboard of the bottom edge 12 of the booklet 
cover 10; longitudinal fold line is formed to be inboard of 
side edge 13 of the booklet cover 10; and, longitudinal fold 
line 109 is formed to be inboard of side edge 14 of the 
booklet cover 10. 

0059) A preferred sequence for folding the booklet 100 
shown in FIG. 23 is illustrated in FIGS. 24-27. As shown 
in FIG. 24, longitudinal panel W' is folded along longitu 
dinal fold line 107 to overlie longitudinal panel X' So that 
longitudinal fold line 107 becomes the side edge of booklet 
100. Longitudinal panel Z is then folded along longitudinal 
fold line 109 to overlie longitudinal panel Y so that longi 
tudinal fold line 109 becomes a side edge of booklet 100 as 
shown in FIG. 25. Transverse panel C" is then folded along 
transverse fold line 106 to overlie transverse panel B" so that 
transverse fold line 106 becomes the bottom edge of booklet 
100 as shown in FIG. 26. Transverse panels C/B' are then 
folded along transverse fold line 105 which then becomes 
the bottom edge of booklet 100 as shown in FIG. 27. At this 
time, booklet cover 10 can be closed by folding it along its 
transverse fold line 15 So that all of the transverse and 
longitudinal panels are completely contained within booklet 
cover 10. 

0060 Still a further embodiment of a booklet cover of the 
invention is illustrated in FIGS. 28-30. In this embodiment, 
the booklet cover can be the same as or Similar to that shown 
in FIG. 1 and is generally identified in FIGS. 28-30 by 
reference numeral 10A. 

0061 AS can be seen, booklet cover 10A has opposed top 
and bottom edges 111 and 12, respectively, opposed side 
edges 13 and 14, and a longitudinal fold line 15 intermediate 
side edges 13 and 14 forming booklet cover panels 16 and 
17. Reference numeral 110 identifies booklet pages, shown 
in phantom, folded within booklet cover 10A. 
0.062 Attached to a side edge, such as side edge 14, are 
two Side tab extensions D" and E' having common top and 
bottom edges 111 and 112, respectively, a side edge 116 and 
a longitudinal fold line 115 intermediate side edge 116 and 
booklet cover side edge 14. In this embodiment, booklet 
cover Side edge 14 is also a longitudinal fold line. Side tab 
extensions D" and E' can contain printed matter, indicia, 
magnetic Strips, bar codes, memory chips, and the like, as 
well as combinations thereof. 

0063) To fold the booklet cover 10A shown in FIGS. 
28-30, side tab E is first folded along longitudinal fold line 
115 so that side tab E overlays side tab D', longitudinal fold 
line 115 becomes the side edge of folded side tabs D" and E 
and Side edge 116 of Side tab E overlies Side edge/longitu 
dinal fold line 14 (FIG. 29). 
0064. The thicknesses of side tabs D' and E are prefer 
ably such that when one side tab is folded to overlay the 
other side tab as shown in FIG. 29, their combined thick 
nesses is about the same as or equal to that of a credit card 
or a hotel magnetic door key; i.e., about 30 points thick. 
0065) Next, side tab E' overlying side tab D' is then folded 
alongside edge/longitudinal fold line 14 so that side tab D' 
overlays side tab E' and booklet cover panel 17 as shown in 
FIG. 30. At this point, side edge/longitudinal fold line 14 is 
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common with the side edge 116 of side tab E' and the top and 
bottom edges 111 and 112, respectively, and side tabs D'and 
E" are concurrent with the top and bottom edges 11 and 12, 
respectively, of booklet cover 10A. To facilitate the final 
folding of booklet cover 10A on longitudinal fold line 15, 
the widths of side tabs D" and E' are slightly less tan the 
width of booklet panel 17 so that longitudinal fold line 115 
(now the side edge of the folded side tabs D' and E) is 
spaced inwardly from longitudinal fold line 15 of booklet 
cover 10A when side tabs D" and E' are folded to overlay 
booklet panel 17 as shown in FIG. 30. 
0066. The booklet and booklet pages of the invention can 
typically be provided from commercially available paper 
Stock and can be Secured to either or both of the panels of 
the booklet covers of the invention as desired by any 
conventional means Such as by using commercially avail 
able glues and adhesives. When the booklet of the invention 
comprises a plurality of booklet pages, they can be bound 
together to form a booklet Spine using conventional tech 
niques Such as glues and adhesives. 
0067. Throughout all of the embodiments of the inven 
tion, it should be appreciated that the booklet, whether 
comprising a single page or a plurality of pages, was folded 
along the transverse and longitudinal fold lines without 
using any accordion or concertina type folds. Thus, when the 
folded booklet is unfolded regardless of whether it consists 
of a single page or a plurality of pages, it will lie flat and not 
have a tendency to Spring back to its folded condition as it 
does not contain any accordion or concertina folds. 
0068 The booklet can also be unfolded to display only 
selected portions of the booklet. For example, the booklet 
can be unfolded to the condition shown in FIG. 26 to display 
only that matter contained on transverse panel A", or it can 
be unfolded to the condition shown in FIG. 25 to display 
only that matter contained on transverse panels A, B' and C, 
or it can be unfolded to the condition shown in FIG. 24 to 
access the matter contained on longitudinal panels Y' and Z, 
and so forth. 

0069. Although the invention has been described with 
particularity and in Some detail, it will be appreciated by 
those skilled in this art that changes and modifications can 
be made therein without departing from the Scope and Spirit 
of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A folding booklet comprising: 
a) a booklet cover having opposed top and bottom edges, 

opposed side edges, and a longitudinal fold line formed 
intermediate Said opposed side edges defining a panel 
on each Side of Said longitudinal fold line; and, 

(b) a booklet Secured to a panel of Said booklet cover, said 
booklet having opposed top and bottom edges, opposed 
Side edges, a plurality of Spaced apart longitudinal fold 
lines formed therein intermediate said booklet side 
edges defining a plurality of longitudinal panels, one of 
Said longitudinal fold lines being coincidental to and 
co-extensive with said booklet cover longitudinal fold 
line; and, a plurality of Spaced apart transverse fold 
lines formed therein intermediate Said booklet top and 
bottom edges defining a plurality of transverse panels, 
the upper most of Said transverse panels overlying at 
least one of Said booklet cover panels. Such that Said 
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longitudinal panels can be folded along Said longitu 
dinal fold lines to overlay one another and Said trans 
verse panels can be folded along Said transverse fold 
lines to overlay one another enabling Said booklet cover 
to be folded along its longitudinal fold line and be 
closed with Said folded and overlying longitudinal 
panels and Said folded and overlying transverse panels 
completely contained within Said booklet cover. 

2. The folding booklet of claim 1 wherein said booklet 
cover has an encodable magnetic Strip adjacent one of its 
Said Side edges. 

3. The folding booklet of claim 1 wherein said booklet 
cover has a pocket on one of its panels. 

4. The folding booklet of claim 1 wherein an aperture is 
formed in one corner of Said booklet cover enabling Said 
booklet cover to be attached to an item of merchandise. 

5. The folding booklet of claim 1 wherein a cut-out slot is 
formed adjacent the top edge of one of Said panels of Said 
booklet cover enabling Said booklet cover to be Suspended 
on a display rod. 

6. The folding booklet of claim 1 wherein one of said 
booklet cover panels is longitudinally longer than the other 
of Said booklet cover panels So that the top and bottom edges 
of Said elongated panel extend beyond the horizontal planes 
of the top and bottom edges of the other of said booklet 
cover panel. 

7. The folding booklet of claim 1 wherein a tab extension 
is Secured to a Side edge of Said booklet cover. 

8. The folding booklet of claim 7 wherein said tab 
extension is removably Secured to Said Side edge. 

9. The folding booklet of claim 7 wherein a magnetic strip 
is provided along a side edge of Said tab extension. 
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10. The folding booklet of claim 1 wherein a tab extension 
is Secured to each of the Side edges of Said booklet cover. 

11. The folding booklet of claim 1 wherein the fold line 
of Said booklet cover is transversely disposed therein inter 
mediate the top and bottom edges of Said booklet cover 
defining a panel on each side of Said transverse fold line. 

12. The folding booklet claim 1 wherein two, foldable tab 
extensions are Secured to a side edge of Said booklet cover, 
Said foldable tab extensions having a longitudinal fold line 
intermediate a side edge of Said tab extensions and a side 
edge of Said booklet cover. 

13. The folding booklet of claim 12 wherein the combined 
thicknesses of Said tab extensions when folded to overlay 
one another is about equal to the thickness of a credit card. 

14. The folding booklet of claim 1 wherein said booklet 
comprises a plurality of pages bound together at a booklet 
Spine, Said booklet Spine being Secured to Said booklet cover 
intermediate the Side edges of Said booklet cover 

15. The folding booklet of claim 14 wherein said booklet 
Spine is Secured to Said booklet cover adjacent to and 
inboard of one Side edge of Said booklet cover. 

16. The folding booklet of claim 14 wherein said booklet 
Spine is Secured to Said booklet cover So that Said spine is 
coincidental with said fold line of said booklet cover. 

17. The folding booklet of claim 14 wherein a plurality of 
gates are Secured to the Side edges of Said booklet pages. 

18. The folding booklet of claim 1 wherein said booklet 
has a plurality of gates Secured to a side edge of said booklet. 
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