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ABSTRACT: A complement of spherical, uniform size pool 
balls comprising a plurality of nonmagnetic object balls, and a 
cue ball including a spherical body of nonmagnetic material 
and magnetic means embedded in the body concentrically 
with the center of the body intermediate the portions of non 
magnetic material. 
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M. Accordingly, it is necessary that the resin used in forming 
the ball be of adhering to the metal and remaining adhered 
thereto. Moreover, the resin should be sufficiently tough to 
avoid cracking in the regions adjacent the metal. 

If desired, the exposed face of the magnet M can be concave 
in cross section to provide for a greater area of contact with 
the ball. The strength of the attraction between the cue ball 
and the magnet should be sufficient to maintain the ball 
against the sidewall 11 of the trough, but it should not be of 
such magnitude as to prevent the ball from rolling past the exit 
opening 5, thus assuring its reaching the cue ball compartment 
B, 
. In any of the described embodiments, the metal embedded 
in cue ball C can be magnetized. In such an arrangement, the 
magnet M can be replaced by a strip of magnetically attractive 
material such as steel. It should be understood that the terms 
"magnetic means' refers interchangeably to magnets, mag 
netized material or nonmagnetized magnetizable material. 

If it should be desired to repel, rather than attract the cue 
ball, the metal in the ball can be so arranged that its magnetic 
polarity is the same as the polarity of the magnet M. This con 
struction would require mounting the magnet M on the trough 
wall that is opposite the wall 11, as is shown in FIG.9. 

in practice, the player first inserts a coin (not shown) in a 
coin slide lever 16 (FIG. 1) and pushes the lever inwardly to 
actuate mechanism (not shown) to unlock the ball compart 
ment A. The complement of object balls and the cue ball then 
may be assembled on the playing surface of the table and a 
game begun. Any object ball P that rolls into a pocket 2 will be 
delivered to the locked compartment A, from which it cannot 
be retrieved until another coin is deposited. Should the cue 
ball C be shot into a pocket, however, it will be forcibly at 
tracted by the magnet M so as to prevent its being diverted to 
the locked compartment A. Instead, the cue ball will bypass 
the exit opening Sand will be delivered to the compartment B 
where it may be retrieved and put in play. 
The disclosed apparatus constitute presently preferred em 

bodiments of the invention, but this disclosure is intended to 

5 

O 

5 

30 

35 

40 

45 

60 

65 

75 

4 
be illustrative rather than definitive of the invention. The in 
vention is defined in the claims. 
We claim: 
1. A complement of spherical, uniform size pool balls com 

prising: a plurality of object balls and a cue ball; either said 
plurality of object balls or said cue ball being nonmagnetic, 
and the other of said plurality of object balls and cue ball 
being magnetic and including a spherical body of nonmagnetic 
material and magnetic means embedded in said nonmagnetic 
material radially outwardly of a portion of said nonmagnetic 
material and wholly radially inwardly of the outer surface of 
said nonmagnetic material for permitting the separation of 
said cue ball from said object a balls by magnetic forces, said 
body having its center of mass located at its geometric center. 

2. The complement of balls set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
magnetic means is adjacent the outer surface of said nonmag 
netic material. 

3. The complement of balls set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
other of said balls is said cue ball and said magnetic means 
comprises magnetically attractive material. 

4. The complement of balls set forth in claim 3 wherein said 
magnetic means comprises a plurality of individual, curved 
equally circumferentially spaced, strips of metal with ends ad 
jacent common polar locations. 

5. The complement of balls as set forth in claim 4 wherein 
said strips of metal comprise strips of nonmagnetized mag 
netizable material. 

6. The complement of balls set forth in claim 3 wherein said 
magnetic means comprises a hollow sphere of metal. 

7. The complement of balls set forth in claim 6 wherein said 
sphere is perforated. 

8. The complement of balls set forth in claim 3 wherein said 
magnetic means comprises a plurality of segment-shaped 
pieces of metal. 

9. The complement of balls as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
said nonmagnetic material engages substantially the entire 
surface of said magnetic means to completely envelop said 
magnetic means. 


