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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WESLEY UHASE, of
Baffalo, Erie county, New York, have invent-
ed a Temporary Binder for Papers, &ec., of
which the following is a specification :

The object of my invention is to secure pa-
pers within boxes, drawers, cases, &c.; and
this object 1 attain by the - combination of
parallel racks and a bar adjustable between
the same, as shown in the accompanying
drawing, in which—

Figure 1 is a transverse sectional elevation
of a letter-file box with my improvement;
Fig. 2, a plan view ; Fig. 3, a plan view, show-
ing the improvement applied to a sheet-metal
box; Fig.4,adetached perspective view,drawn
to an -enlarged scale; and Fig. 5, a detached
sectional view, drawn to an enlarged scale.

A and A’ are racks, having lateral ribs b
b and a central groove, @, in which are the
teeth e. '

Two racks, corresponding in length to the
height of the drawer or box in which papers
are to be kept, are secured by screws, brads,
or otherwise, opposite to each other, to the
opposite sides of the box, the abrupt shoul-
ders of the teeth e being lowermost.

A bar, B, sumewhat shorter than’the dis-

tance between the racks, has at each end a
cateh or lip, d, each having a flat upper side,

adapted to engage the abrupt shoulders of the. _

teeth of the adjacent rack,

The catch at each end of the Dar is either
stationary or movable, and forms part of the
bar, it being necessary to reduce the length

-of the bar before it-can be introduced between
the racks. This may be effected by dividing
the bar and jointing it in the center, as shown
in Fig, 1, the bar being partly folded to in.
troduce the lips beneath the teeth of the racks,
and then extended by bringing the central
portion flat upon the papers, a turn-buckle, &,
securing the parts in their position, the pa-
pers thus clasped between the bar and the
bottom of the box being securely retained.
‘Where the bar is rigid, the lip at end or
both ends is made movable, forming a spring-
catch, which, if it is provided with a beveled
end, as shown in Fig. 5, will slide back as the
bar is introduced between the racks and catch
beneath the adjacent tooth when the bar has

been forced to its lowest position, thus pre--

. venting the bar from rising. A pin or but-

| ton, m, secured to the catch, serves as a means

of retracting the same.

The sliding spring-catch may be carried by
a plate, k, constructed as shown in Figs. 4 and
5, and adapted to be readily secured to the
end of a wooden bar; and when the device is.
to be applied to boxes of sheet metal, or to
wooden boxes with thin sides, curved hooks

-n n may be formed on the plate %, or other-

wise secured to the bar, to extend to the rear
of the ribs b b, thus preventing the thin sides
of the box from being spread apart, so as to
remove the racks from contact with the lips .
or catches. ) '

In order to prevent the papers from rising
at the end, a cross-bar, O, may be secured to
the bar B, and this cross-bar may be made in
the form of a slightly-bent flat spring, so as
to bear upou the paper, and may be pivoted,
80 as to be brought parallel with the bar B
when desired.

Bozxes, cases, drawers, &c., already in use,
may be converted into file holders and retain-
ers, at a nominal expense, by simply securing
one or more pairs of racks, A A’, to the op-
posite sides, and adapting a cross-bar thereto.

It will be appareunt that the construetion of
the bar B may be varied, providing it is so .
wade as to permit it to be introduced to its
position between the racks and then extended.

I claim as my invention—

1. The bar B, with its lips or catches d d -
projecting beyond the extreme ends of the
bar, and the racks A A/, each having a sin-
gle row of teeth parallel to the ends of the .
bar, all constructed and adapted to each other
and to be applied to a drawer or box, as set
forth. :

2. The combination of the racks A A/, hav-
ing ribs b b, and bars having lips or catches
d, and hooks n #, substantially as and for the
purpose described. :

3. The combination of the adjustable bar
B and a cross-bar, C, pivoted thereto, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. :

: WESLEY CHASE.
Witnesses:
CHARLES E. FOSTER,
GEORGE THOM.



