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%X RMHE (£V2 Mm% : METHOD OF DRIVING SOLID-STATE IMAGE )
SENSOR

There is provided a method of driving a solid-state 1image sensor,
including the steps, in sequence, of (a) converting a light into a plurality of electric
charges, (b) selectively reading out the thus converted electric charges in every
predetermined number of vertical pixel lines by a first number which is smaller
than the predetermined number, into a vertical charge coupled device, (c)
repeating the step (b) by the desired number of times, (d) vertically transferring
the thus read out electric charges towards a horizontal charge coupled device, (e)
adding one of the electric charges read out in the step (b) to associated one of the
electric charges read out in the step (c) in the horizontal charge coupled device by
vertically transferring electric charges by the predetermined number of vertical
pixel lines in the vertical charge coupled device in a horizontal blanking period,
and (f) horizontally transferring the thus added electrical charges through the

horizontal charge coupled device. The method makes it possible to increase a

frame rate, and enhance a signal output, and hence, sensitivity.
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