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A process 1s provided for imaging a surface of a specimen with an 1maging system that employs a BD

objective having a darkfield channel and a bright field channel, the BD objective having a circumference.

The specimen 1s obliquely 1lluminated through the darkfield channel with a first arced 1lluminating light that
obliquely illuminates the specimen through a first arc of the circumference. The first arced 1lluminating light
reflecting off of the surface of the specimen 1s recorded as a first image of the specimen from the first arced
1lluminating light reflecting off the surface of the specimen, and a processor generates a 3D topography of
the specimen by processing the first image through a topographical imaging technique. Imaging apparatus

1s also provided as are further process steps for other embodiments.
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A process 1s provided for imaging a surface of a specimen with an imaging system
that employs a BD objective having a darkfield channel and a bright field channel, the BD
objective. having a circumference. The specimen is obliquely illuminated through the
darkfield channel with a first arced illuminating light that obliquely illuminates the
specimen through a first arc of the circumference. The first arced illuminating light
retlecting off of the surface of the specimen is recorded as a first image of the specimen
from the first arced illuminating light reflecting off the surface of the specimen, and a
processor generates a 3D topography of the specimen by processing the first image
through a topographical imaging technique. Imaging apparatus is also provided as are

further process steps for other embodiments.
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