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2 o all whom it may concern: ably sharpened or screw-threaded at one end 
Be it known that ICHARLES F. NAEGELE, C, and then bent at almost right angles to its 

a citizen of the United States of America, and original direction, forming a loop b, and the 
a resident of the city of New York, in the other end c, which when my entire invention 55 

5 county and State of New York, have in- is used is sharpened, brought down about to 
vented a new and useful Fastener for Pic- the plane of the beginning of the base of 
ture-Frames and for other Analogous Pur-bend, forming the loop b. This loop b when 
poses, of which the following is a description, my entire invention is used contains one or 
reference being had to the accompanying more convolutions or spirals, as shown in 6o 

Io drawings, forming a part of the same. Fig. 2, thus increasing the elasticity of the 
It has heretofore been customary among fastener; but it may consist only of a single 

artists or picture-dealers to employ nails to bend, as shown in Figs. 3, 4, and 5. The end 
fasten the frame to the inside or the frame c may be formed into a small loop or eye, as 
to the stretcher bearing the canvas or the shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 2', which greatly fa- 65 

I5 inside to the stretcher, as the case might be, cilitates raising or otherwise manipulating 
Whereby the parts were very frequently such end of the fastener, or it may be pointed 
marred or split and sometimes even rendered as shown in Fig. 3, with a slight curve up 
useless. ward, forming a lug to facilitate its manip 
My invention has for its object to provide ulation, or may be formed as in Fig. 4 when 7o 

2O a fastening device which will securely hold it is desired to obtain a more permanent fas 
the parts together and which will not mar or tening, the lugate being eliminated and the 
split the frame, inside, or stretcher. sharpened end forced into the wood. 

It consists of a piece of steel wire or other Fig. 5 shows a modified construction in 
elastic material having one or both ends which the end c is not sharpened and does 75 

25 sharpened and an elastic loop formed there- not prick or penetrate the part with which 
in, so that it is adapted to exert an elastic it comes in contact; but a similar function is 
pressure upon the inside of the stretcher or performed and a similar result attained by 
frame, as the case may be, and hold the same means substantially the same, consisting of 
in place, thereby holding the parts firmly to- projecting pins d in the flange of the frame 8c 

3o gether, rendering the painting readily re- or inside which act in conjunction with the 
movable, and preserving the various parts loop to retain the stretcher or inside in place, 
from being marred or split. such loop pressing the inside or stretcher 
My invention also contemplates the multi-down upon the pins with an elastic pressure. 

plication of theinsides-one within the other- To prevent the fastener from in any Way 85 
35 thus adapting any frame larger than the pic- tearing or splitting the Wood, I may continue 

ture to the size of the picture. the right-angle bend from the point C for some 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 distance, forming a bearing against Which 

represents a back view of a frame, showing the thrust of the expansion of the fastener 
the frame and inside and stretcher held to- may act when the inside or stretcher is put 9o 

4o gether by my improved fastener. Fig. 2 is a in place, thus freeing the holding or fasten 
section on the line 22 of Fig. 1. Fig. 2 is a ing point from strain by forcing either the 
detached elevation of the fastener. Figs. 3, frame or the inside to bear the pressure direct. 
4, and 5 are sectional views showing modifi- When several intervening insides are used, 
cations in the construction of the fastener. those nearest the frame should be of heavier 95 

45 A represents any suitable frame, JB an ordi- material than those nearest the stretcher. 
nary inside adapted to fit the same, and C a It is obvious that fasteners of Various sizes 
stretcher of ordinary construction bearing the may be used in the same frame, a few ex 
CanWaS. tending from frame to inside, others from 
My improved fastener consists of a piece, frame to stretcher. IOO 

5o either round, prismoidal, or flat, of elastic My fastener is used in the following man 
material-such as steel or spring-brass-suit- ner: The end C is driven or screwed into the 
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removed. 
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Wood of the frame or inside, as the case may 
be, and the pressure or holding end c moved 
into desired position over the stretcher or 
inside, as the case may be. The resilience of 
the portion of the fastener between the hold 
ing-points will generally cause the point at c 
to Some extent to penetrate the stratcher or 
inside against which such point bears; but 
this penetration may be assisted by manual 
or other pressure. The point at c is thus 
forced down and caused to prick or enter the 
wood of the stretcher. The elasticity of the 
loop b causes considerable pressure upon the 
inside or stretcher and this, in conjunction with 
the penetration, which may be slight, of the 
point c, firmly holds the parts together so as to 
prevent slipping or shifting or other displace 
ment of the parts. The elasticity of the loop b 
also imparts to the device a wide range of ad 
justablility as to the positions of the faces of 
the parts held together. When it is desired 
to remove the stretcher holding the canvas, 
the point c of the fastener which enters the 
Stretcher is lifted out and the fastener turned 
on the end a until the said point c arrives 
over the inside, as shown by the dotted lines 
in the upper part of Fig. 1. A similar pro 
cedure may be had if the inside also is to be 

When the parts are not attached 
together, the fastener may be held in one of 
the parts, the point a being securely fastened 
in such part and the point at c slightly pene 
trating such part. 
The operation is the same in the several 

forms shown and needs no further specific de 
Scription. 
I here wish to remark that I do not wish to 

limit myself to the specific forms shown in 
the drawings, as it may be necessary to vary 
them to suit the demands of the trade. 
Having now described my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. A fastener for use in picture-frames and 

the like, composed of elastic material and hav 
ing a holding or fastening end adapted to pene 
trate Ol' partly penetrate and be secured in the 
frame, inside, or stretcher and a loop adapted 

481,117 

to bear with a spring pressure on the other of 
the parts to be held together, substantially as 
set forth. 

2. The combination of two parts compris 
ing a picture-frame or inside and the inside 
or stretcher with a fastener composed of elas 
tic material and having a holding or fasten 
ing end penetrating or partly penetrating and 
secured in one of said parts and a loop adapt 
ed to bear with a spring pressure upon another 
of said parts and a holding-point arranged to 
slightly penetrate such other part and in con 
nection with said loop to hold the said parts 
together and prevent displacement thereof, 
substantially as set forth. 

3. A fastener for use in picture-frames and 
the like, composed of elastic material and hav 
ing a holding or fastening end adapted to pene 
trate or partly penetrate and be secured in the 
frame, inside, or stretcher, a holding-point 
adapted to slightly penetrate another of such 
parts, and a loop connecting Sulch end and 
point and adapted to bear with a spring press 
ure on the other of the parts to be held to 
gether, substantially as set forth. 

4. The combination of a picture-frame, a 
suitable inside, and a stretcher bearing the 
canvas with two or more fasteners, each com 
posed of elastic material and having a hold 
ing or fastening end penetrating or partly 
penetrating and secured in one of said parts, 
a holding-point slightly penetrating another 
of such parts, and a loop connecting such end 
and point and adapted to bear with a spring 
pressure on the other of the parts to be held 
together, substantially as set forth. 

5. A fastening for use in picture-frames and 
the like, composed of elastic material and hav 
ing a fastening end a, a pressure or holding 
end c, having an eye and holding-point there 
on, and a loop b, connecting such end and 
point, Substantially as set forth. 

CHARLES F. NAEGELE. 
Witnesses: 

HENRY D. WILLIAMS, 
TIVINGSTON EMERY. 
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