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UNITED STATES
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Application filed May 18,1893, Serial No, 474,705, {Nomodel.)

To all whom it may concern:

IcC

- Be it known that I, OrA E. SEANEY, a citi-

.zen of the United States, residing at Fort

Wayne, in the county of Allen and State of

- Indiana, have invented a new and useful

Former for Burial-Robes, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
burial robes or'shrouds; the objects in view
being to provide a form constructed of suit-
able material and adapted to be conveniently

_ applied to dead bodies without removingthem
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from their caskets and to give to the same a

proper shape or form regardless of any wast-

-ing of the body that may have occurred by

reason of any disease that the deceased may
have died from. LT
- With these and other objects in view the

' invention consists in a form adapted to fit
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the upper portion of the body and provided

© with arm-holes, the same being constructed
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.rear perspective. ‘Fig. 3 is a’ detail of the

.-is-a. longitudinal vertical sectional” view.
‘Fig. 5 is-a horizontal
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of stiff resilient material-as buckram and hav-
ing at proper points transversely arranged
spring wires and open from top to bottom,
whereby it may be slipped over the arms of
the corpse and will snugly fit about the body
thereof.

Referring to the drawings:—Figure 1 is a
perspective view of my invention, the same
having a shroud applied thereto. Fig.21is a

form to which the shroud is applied. Fig. 4

sectional view of the
form. : : -

< Like numerals of reference indicate like"

parts in all the figures of the drawings.
In practicing my invention I mold in & sin-

‘gle piece, or as herein shown, in three sec-.

tions, the frame 1 designated to conform to

_-the human body. In the present instance,

the frame consists of a front-section 2 and
two rear quarter-sections 3, which are joined
at their front edges to the front-section by

‘means of side seams 4 extending from the

hips to the arm-holes, 5, for the production of
which latter the sections 2 and 3 are cut out.
The frame is preferably molded of buckram

.or some kindred material having an inherent
50

stiffness and resiliency, and the edges may
be provided with a binding 6. Across the
bust and waist wire stiffeners or clasps 7, are

located, the same being resilient and adapted
to snugly embrace the body. The back or
quarter-sections, it will be seen, are separated
at their rear edges from top to bottom so that
the frame may be sprung apart at the rear
and introduced over the corpse without hand-
ling the same, the arms being passed through
the holes 5 left for that purpose. It will be
seen that this may be accomplished without
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a removal of the corpse from the casket or =

any handling whatever, except raising the
arms and passing them through the holes.
When in position, the :spring wires 7 snugly
clasp the bodyand aid in retaining the former

"in position on the body.

The former has sewed to it in any conven-

ient manner any suitable shroud or dress,

preferably formed of some light material, and
may beof any design desired. Asforinstance,
in Fig. 1, I have shown one design that may
be -employed, and which when viewed from
the front has the same appearance as a com-

plete dress, though, as will be seen, but a_
-small amount of material is employed and

every desired effect is obtained.
‘ The shroud, it will be understood, is open
in the back from the top to the lower end, at
the same point as is the former.

Many ways may be devised for applying
the spring wires 7 to the former, but in_ the
present-instance I -have illustrated one sim-
ple means of accomplishing this, that is by
whip-stitching them into position, as at.8.

Having described: my invention, what I
claim is— : .

The herein described former for shrouds,
the same being of a shape adapted to fit
the upper portion of the body and provided
with arm-holes and open from top to bottom,
said former being constructed of stiff resilient
material, and spring wires arranged trans-

“versely and secured to the former body, to

clasp the'same upon the body of the wearer
substantially as specified. - ‘

~ In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my.own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

ORA E. SEANEY.

Witnesses:
EDWARD M. WILSON,
“H. C."SCHRODER, -
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