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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, AucUsT F. BEHRMAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Buena Vista, in the county of Chaftfee and
State of Colorado, have invented 4 new and
useful End-Gate, of which the following is a
specifieation.

My invention relates to improvements in
end-gates; and it consists in certain novel fea-
tures hereinafter deseribed and claimed.

In the drawingis shown a perspective view
of an end-gate provided with my improve-
ments.

The wagon-body A is of the usual-or any
preferred construction, and the gate B is
hinged theretoin the usual manner, as clearly
shown. On the rearside of the gate, near the
upper edge of the same, I secure a base-plate
C, having the journal-boxes D on its side, as
shown, and in these journal-boxes I mount a

- rock-shaft E, having its end sharpened and

bent forward past the side edge of the gate
and provided with a shoulder ¥, thereby
forming alatch. Atanintermediate point of
its length this rock-shaft is provided with an
operating-lever or crank-arm &, which is ex-
tended slightly above the rock-shaft, thereby
providing the presser arm or point I1, which
bears against a spring1, secured on the base-
plate C, and is projected outward by the said
spring.

On the side of the wagon-body Isecure the
flat T-iron J, having its rear end sharpened
and provided with # hook or shoulder K,
which is adapted to be engaged by the lateh
I at the end of the rock-shaft to secure the
gate in its closed position. The shank or
body of the T-iron is secured to the side of
the wagon-body, whereby said side is made
flat and has no ontwardly-projecting attach-
ments to interfere with side bars, if the same
be used.

The construction and arrangement of the
several parts of mydevice being thus made
known, the operation and advantages of the
same will be readily understood. ThespringT,
acting on the presser-arm I, normally projects
the said arm outward, so as to hold the rock-
shaft in snch a position that the latch F will
engage the hook H. The gate will thus be se-
curely held in its closed position, and when
it is desired to open the gate the operating-
lever G is raised, thereby rotating the rock-
shaft so as to disengage the lateh F from the
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hook I, and allow the gate to be lowered. It
will be observed that it is necessary to oper-
ate the rock-shaft by hand only when it is de-
sired to open the gate, as, when the gate is
raised, the spring automatically operates the
said shaft to throw thelateh into engagement
with the hook.

My device is composed of very few parts
and is not. liable to get out of order. The
rock-shafts are mounted on detachable plates,
one being arranged at each end of the gate.
The arrangement of the spring may be varied
at will, and instead of a leaf-spring a coiled
spring may be used, if so desired. By pro-
viding the base-plate C a better bearing is
furnished forthe rock-shaft than if the jour-

- nal-boxes were secured directly to the end

gate, and at the same time the wooden gate
is re-enforced and protected, especially at its
corners, where the most wear oceurs. More-
over, the plates C may be attached to end-
gates of various-lengths, thusmaking this de-
vice an article of manufacture, or they may
be detached from the gate by removing the
serews, and the hooks K will then serve as
parts of an ordinary end-gate catch, as they
extend past the ends of the gate, as above de-
seribed.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

The combination, with the wagon-body, the
flat iron secured tothe side thereof and hav-
ing a pointed hook at its end projecting in
rear of said body,and the end-gate hinged to
the hody and passing between said hooks, of
the base-plates detachably secured tothe up-
per corners of said gate, an independent rock-
shaft mounted in journals upon each base-
plate and having its outer end bent forward
and provided with a pointed hook standing
in the same vertical plane as said flat iron, a
handle mounted rigidly apon the shaft and
having one end extending above the same,
and a spring on the base-plate pressing out-
wardly against said extension of the handle,
the whole operating as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I haveheretoaffixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

AUGUST F. BEHRMAN.
Witnesses: .

T. R. GiLy,
H. H. MILLEN.
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