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(57) Abstract: Provided is a heavy duty
pneumatic tire having block land sections at
the tread surface, wherein the amount of
shear strain and the amount of heat genera-
tion in the tire peripheral direction at the
tread section is reduced, and thus it is pos-
sible at a higher level to suppress separation
failure between the tread rubber and a belt.
The tire has, at the tread surface, blocks de-
marcated by means of a plurality of peripher-
al-direction main grooves, which extend
continuously in the peripheral direction of
the tire, and a plurality of traversing grooves,
which interconnect between peripheral-dir-
ection primary grooves that are adjacent in
the tire width direction. In a tire width-direc-
tion region having a tire width direction
width that is 50% of the width of the tread
centered on the tire equator, at least one of
the blocks is provided with a block-splitting
groove that is shallower in depth than the
peripheral-direction main grooves and opens
to the traversing grooves demarcating the
block, thus dividing the block into a plural-
ity of small blocks. At least one of the small
blocks is provided with a block sub-groove

that is shallower in depth than the peripheral-direction main grooves and has one end that opens at the block-splitting groove and an -
other end that opens at a peripheral-direction main groove or traversing groove.
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