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1 Claim. (CI. 150-5) 
This invention relates to a new and improved molded 

plastic container and to certain improvements in the for 
mation of the container, including means therein for the 
holding of special articles which may include for instance 
a set of coasters, jewelry, soap, athletic equipment includ 
ing balls, or any other type of device which may be suit 
ably carried, transported or displayed in said container. 
One of the principal objects of the new container re 

sides in the provision of a one-piece molded bottom and 
top connected by an integrally molded strip-like plastic 
hinge, the hinge having a resilient characteristic tending 
to maintain the lid and the bottom of the box of the con 
tainer in open condition; the provision of a container and 
hinge therefore as above described including a latch hold 
ing the lid closed with respect to the bottom of the con 
tainer but when the latch is released, releasing the lid 
from the bottom of the container, the lid naturally springs 
open to its originally molded condition, i.e., at 180° 
with respect to the bottom of the container, so that in 
effect there are two display portions of the device ex 
posed, both of them resting on a single supported and in 
parallel alignment. 
Another object of the invention includes the provision 

cof Special new and improved bracket frames for detach 
able insertion within said portions of the container for 
holding special or irregular objects therein; and the pro 
vision of a modified hinge which is adapted to hold the 
lid of the container at 90 with respect to the box when 
not under compulsion of the latching device. 
The invention further relatess to arrangements and com 

binations of parts which will be hereinafter described 
and more particularly set forth in the appended claim. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying drawings, 
in which 

FIG. 1 is a section showing the container in the nat 
ural, open condition in which it is molded; 

FIG. 2 is a section showing the container closed; 
FIG. 3 is a view in elevation looking in the direction of 

arrow 3 in FIG. 2; 
FIGS. 4 and 4a are sections showing modified hinges; 
FIG. 5 is a transverse section through a part of a con 

tainer according to the invention and showing the inte 
rior bracket or framework; 

FIG. 6 is a section on line 6-6 of FIG. 5; and 
FIG. 7 is a section on line 7-7 of FIG. 5. 
In carrying out the invention, the same is essentially 

provided by means of a pair of members which are indi 
cated in FIG. 1 at 10 and 12. As shown in FIG. 1, these 
members are substantially equivalent and they are con 
nected by a special now and improved hinge construction 
generally indicated at 14. It will be seen that both of 
these members 10 and 12 rest on a table top in completely 
open condition, revealing the contents thereof, and this 
is the natural position of these members. When member 
12, for instance, is pivoted over 180 to close member 
20, the same must be held by a latch and this latch may 
assume any simple form of latch such as a hook member 
16 at the inside area of the rim of the member 10, the 
same latching under some kind of projection or the like 
as at 18 in the member 12. Any other kind of latch may 
be provided but these particular latches can be integrally 
molded in the same die. The rims of the respective mem 
bers 10 and 12 may be provided with interfitting tongues 
and grooves, etc., or they may have a rabbeted conforma 
tion in order to help in maintaining the same in closed 
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condition, and such a construction is indicated generally 
at 20. 

It is to be understood that the device so far described 
and shown in closed condition in FIG. 2, is made in 
one piece in a mold, preferably of polyethylene or the 
like. The two container members 10 and 12, either one 
of which may be a top or a bottom, are connected by a 
relatively thick heavy resilient hinge construction which 
in effect flows in an M-shape or wave from one member 
to the other, this hinge having a central depression 22. 
The depression 22 is a kind of a trough and it finds the 
opposite configuration at the areas 24 and 26. The re 
sult of this construction is that a relatively strong hinge 
is provided which in and of itself will Swing members 10 
and 12 apart to their originally molded condition as 
shown in FIG. 1, but the hinge will yield to allow the 
container to close as is indicated by the reference numeral 
28 in FIG. 3. Of course the hinge is considerably de 
formed when it is swung from one position to the other, 
i.e., from the FIG. 1 position to the FIG. 2 position, and 
tension is imparted on the hinge structure, so that when 
an inward pressure is directed in the region of the hook 
16 in FIG. 2 and the hook is released from the inwardly 
directed projection 18, the above described hinge con 
struction will immediately swing the member 10 180° into 
alignment with the member 12. 
The hinge construction may extend completely along 

the length of the two containers, or it may be interrupted 
as is indicated in FIG. 3. 

It is desired to be emphasized that either portion 10 
or 12 may be made smaller and need not come about 
through an arc sufficient to rest on the same support. 
That is, one portion 12 may be the bottom of the con 
tainer and the lid 10 could be a good deal flatter and shal 
lower than that shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, but in that case 
the two parts would not have the equivalent carrying ca 
pacity as shown and the lid of course would not neces 
sarily rest on the table top. 
As shown in FIG. 4, a different kind of hinge may be 

molded. The two surfaces of the V facing each other as 
at 30, 32 may be adhesively bonded together, and in this 
case when the lid is released, it will move to approxi 
mately a 90 position and not fall back into the original 
molded condition of FIG. 1 since the adhesive bonding 
of the two surfaces identified at 30 and 32 will restrict 
the resilient action to be had thereby, that is in FIG. 1. 
Depending on the relative angle of the original V before 
cementing, depends the degree to which the lid will re 
turn, as for instance, 45, 90°, 135, or other angle as 
desired. 

In FIG. 4a the V shape of FIG. 4 is inverted and if 
the surfaces 30a and 32a should be cemented together, 
the cover or lid of the box would open past 180 up to 
for instance, 270, in which case the device can be used 
as a pedestal and display means. 

Depending upon the weight and thickness of the parts 
in FIG. 1, will depend the weight and thickness of the 
hinge. The hinge must be stronger when the parts 10 
and 12 are relatively heavy or carry relatively heavy parts 
so that the degree of resiliency of the hinge may be varied 
in order to accomplish the purposes at hand. 
As shown in FIGS. 5, 6 and 7, I may provide a frame 

or bracket detachably secured to the inner walls of the 
container for the reception and display of different arti 
cles. For instance, as shown in FIG. 5, and also in FIG. 
6, there are provided a series parrallel spaced ribs indi 
cated at 34 and 36. These are connected, by a rib or the 
like 38 and in some cases they can even be connected by 
a bottom member 40 to make the set of ribs 34 and the 
set of ribs 36 all in one piece. 

These ribs are shaped and placed to fit the article and 
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will support between them a series of thin objects like 
plates, Saucers, coasters, records, and the like, but the 
point at issue here is that by providing the upright mem 
bers 42 undercut or dove-tailed at 44, the same may be 
slid in the grooves 46 and thus temporarily snapped or 
held in position and they may be removed if it is desired 
to do so. 

It will be seen that a cake of soap for instance can be 
Supported on these ribs without contacting the bottom. 
of the box as in a more or less conventional soapdish, 
and other objects can be held and displayed therein if 
this should be desired. 

Having thus described my invention and the advan 
tages thereof, I do not wish to be limited to the details 
herein disclosed, otherwise than as set forth in the claim, 
but what I claim is: 
A container comprising a bottom and a top, an integral 

hinge construction connecting the same, said container 
being molded in one piece of resilient plastic material, 
said hinge having a central depressed conformation with 20 2,985,333 
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A. 
a raised oppositely directed portion at each side of the 
center of the hinge, providing for resiliently urging the 
lid and the box bottom member apart, and means releas 
ably latching said members together in closed condition 
against the spring action of the hinge, said central de 
pressed conformation being in the form of a V-shaped 
trough. 
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