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To all, whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, GERHARD BROCKE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Alle 
gheny, in the county of Allegheny and State of 
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Locks for Automatic 
Railway - Switches; and I do hereby declare 
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the invention, such as will enable 
others skilled in the art to which it pertains 
to make and use the same, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, which form 
a part of this specification. 
My invertion relates to an improved switch. 

lock, for automatic safety railway switches, 
and consists in certain details of construc 
tion, and combination of parts, as will be fully 
described hereinafter. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a side elevation of my improved lock for safety 
switches, which is constructed in accordance 
with my invention. Fig. 2 is a plan view of 
the same. Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the 
lock, showing the altered position of the parts. 
Fig. 4 is an end sectional elevation of the same. 
In automatic safety railway switches it is 

necessary to provide a lock for the switch le 
wer that will receive and lock the said lever 
automatically, as the said switch is thrown by 
devices attached to the locomotive. Therefore 
to construct such a lock I provide a base plate 
1, of a suitable size, and provide the same with 
openings 2, for the purpose of attaching the 
same to the ties of the track. This plate 1 
is provided with an oblong opening 3, and two 
vertical bearings 4, each of which is attached 
to the plate 1, by means of countersunk riv 
ets 6. These bearings support a locking plate 
7 by a transverse pin 5, and the said plate 7 
consists of a piece of plate metal having a 
circular open recess 10, a handle 11, and a 

portion 9 against which the switch bar 12, 
strikes to automatically operate the said plate 
7, when in a position such as shown at Figs. 
3, and 4 on the drawings. Attached oppo- 45 
site to the bearings 4 is a guide 13, consisting 
of a piece of bent metal riveted to the base plate 1. 
In operation, the lock is set as shown at 

Figs. 3, and 4, and when the switch is thrown 
by the engine the lever 12 enters between the 
bearing 4, and the guide 13, and is brought 
violently in contact with the portion 9 of the 
locking plate 7, thereby forcing the same down 
and revolving the said locking plate to a po 
sition such as shown at Figs. 1, and 2, and the 
lever is locked therein, as the opening 10 is 
of such shape as to prevent the lever rebound 
ing, and this can only be released by lifting 
the plate by the outer end, and revolving the 
same back to its former position. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
S 

The herein described locking device for au 
tomatic railway switches, consisting of the 
base plate, and means for attaching the same 
to the ties, the vertical bearings 4, attached 
to the said base plate, the locking plate 7, piv 
oted in the said bearings, the circular recess 
10, formed in the said locking plate, the ham 
dle 11, and the guide 13, all arranged and com 
bined for service, substantially as and for the 
purpose described. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 

hereunto affix my signature this 1st day of 
October, A. D. 1892. 

GERHARD BROCKE. L. s. 
In presence of - 

ALBERT.J. WALKER, 
M. E. HARRISON. 
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