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(54) Paper cutting apparatus and image forming apparatus with such a paper cutting apparatus

(57) The present invention concerns a paper sheet
cutting apparatus which cuts the front end portion oppo-
site to the fold, where both the leading edge and trailing
edge get together by center folding, and an image form-
ing apparatus equipped with the paper sheet cutting ap-
paratus. The sheet cutting apparatus includes a convey-
ing device for conveying a booklet; a stopping device for
stopping the booklet at a predetermined position; a cut-
ting device for cutting the front end portion of the booklet;

and a controlling section to control each of the convey-
ing device, the stopping device and the cutting device.
The controlling section controls the stopping device so
as to variably determine a stopping position of the book-
let stopped by the stopping device, based on a number
of sheets included in the booklet conveyed to the cutting
device by the conveying device.
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

D Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim{s):

D No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for alt claims.

]

As all searchabte claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

[l

Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims:

L]

IZ‘J None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:

1,5,9,10(claim 16 only when depending from claims 1,5 or 9)
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1,5,9,10 (claim 10 only when depending from claims 1, 5
or9

sheet cutting apparatus comprising a controlling section
arranged to deactivate all the driving sources when the
cutter driving source is activated

1.1. claims: 1’95%0 (claim 10 only when depending from claims 1,
or

sheet cutting apparatus comprising a controlling section
arranged to deactivate all the driving sources when the
cutter driving source is activated

1.2. claims: 5, 10 (claim 10 only when depending from claim 5)

sheet cutting apparatus comprising a controlling section
arranged to receive an input for the selective execution of
a trimming operation

2. claims: 2,10 (claim 10 only when depending from claim 2)

sheet cutting apparatus comprising a controlling section
arranged to control a stopping device based on a number of
sheets conveyed to the cutting device

3. claims: 3, 4, 10 (claim 10 only when depending from claim 3)

sheet cutting apparatus comprising a controliing section
arranged to skip trim-cutting for a booklet having a number
of sheets less than a predetermined number

4. claims: 6,106 (claim 10 only when depending from claim 6)

sheet cutting apparatus comprising a controlling section
arranged to skip trim-cutting when the execution of an image
forming operation is cancelled in mid-course

5. claims: 7,10 (claim 10 only when depending from claim 7)

sheet cutting apparatus comprising a controlling section
arranged to keep a stopping device driving source in a
magnetized state

6. claims: 8, 18 (claim 10 only when depending from claim 8)
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

sheet cutting apparatus comprising a controlling section
arranged to simultaneously convey hbooklets to and from a
trimming device

Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not
necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could be searched
without effort justifying an additional fee.
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