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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that we, ARTHUR H. DE LoNG
and ALLEN P. DELONG, ¢itizens of the United
States, residing at La Porte, in the county of
La Porte and State of Indiana, have invented
a new and useful Self-Sealing Envelop, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to a self-sealing en-
velop having a stub attached thereto and
bound in book form in plural; and the object
of the same is to provide a practical and con-
venient device of this character for use in
making stated or weekly contributions to
church or other charitable institutions, socie-
ties, or associations, or for any other purpose
where it is desired to keep a record of the
amounts inclosed in the successively-depos-
ited envelops, and without requiring the usual
mechanical methods of sealing the same,
and at the same time produce a reliable in-
closure.

The usual method of making contributions
at stated intervals isbeing almost universally
adopted and is generally known as the ‘‘en-
velop system,” and the objections to the or-
dinary separate envelops commonly used for
such purposes is that they are liable to be-
come mislaid, lost, or destroyed. By our in-
vention we propose to provide thirteen en-
velops, one for each Sunday of the quarter,
or any other number desired, bound in con-
venient book form, with a stub attached to
each envelop upon which memoranda may be
kept of amount inclosed in the envelop and
other data desired by the eontributor.

The advantage of the present improvement
over the ordinary gummed-flap envelop is
that it is impossible to carry a book of en-
velops of such character in the pocket owing
to the gnm becoming moist and sticky and
sealing the envelop before use. In the use
of the improved deviece when the coin or bill
is placed in the part of the envelop provided
for such purpose and the parts of the envelop
adjusted to close the same the coin or bill
cannot be taken from the closed envelop with-
out destroyingor tearing the same, and there-
by produce a practically self-sealing envelop.
Inaddition each envelop, as before indicated,
has a stub attached thereto, one end of the
latter being bound to the book or in with
other stubs of a similar character, while the
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opposite extremity of each stub folds neatly

into the parts of the envelop before the latter
is adjusted or arranged in sealed condition
and remains unexposed until the envelop is
closed, when it immediately becomes exposed
full to view and in convenient position to be
filled out by the contributor.

In the drawings, Figure 1is a top plan view

-of the blank from which the combined en-

velop and stubis formed. Fig.2isa perspec-
tive view of the blank shown partially folded.
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the combined
envelop and blank as they appear before the
envelop is closed and ready to receive the
money contribution. Fig. 4 is a perspective
view showing the envelop-fully sealed and
the stub exposed. Fig.5 is a longitudinal
section of a device as shown by Fig. 3. Fig.
6 is a perspective view showing a plurality of
the envelops bound in book form.

Similar numerals of reference are employed
to indicate corresponding parts in the sev-
eral views.

The numeral 1 designates the main body
of the blank, which is of substantial elon-
gated rectangular form and has extending

“along a portion of one side thereof a lateral

flap 2, with a narrow tongue 3 on the outer
side edge thereof, which hasits inner surface
gummed or supplied with other adhesive ma-
terial. Thelower extremity of the main body
1 of the blank has a transverse folding-line
4, and at a predetermined distance below the
same is a transverse line of separating-punec-
tures 5 ‘between the lower terminal of the
said body 1 and an elongated rectangular
strip 6, which forms the stub for the com-
pleted envelop. Immediately below the fold-
ing-line 4 the right edge of the lower extrem-
ity of the body 1 of the blank is formed with
a concaved recess 7, which provides an en-
trance mouth or opening in the completed
envelop, or just before the envelop is sealed,
for the introduction thereinto of the contri-
bution. On the left edge of the main body
1 of the blank is an auxiliary inwardly-fold-
ing flap 8, having an intermediate folding-
line 9, which coinecides with the line 4, and
at its lower terminal the said auxiliary flap
has a transverse folding-line 10, coinciding
with the separating-punctures 5, and so lo-
cated for convenience in inturning a lower

55

60

65

70

75

8o

85

[¢]e]

95

100




I0

15

20

25

2

tongue 11, which is also supplied with a cov-

ering of adhesive material on the face oppo--

site that shown by Fig. 1. Above the fold-
ing-line 9 and starting from the same a lon-
gitudinal slot 12 is formed between the up-
per part of the flap 8 and the adjacent: por-
tion of the main body 1, which operates to
prevent a bulky obstruction when the en-
velop is completely sealed in a manner which
will be presently specified, the said slot be-
ing narrow and extending within a short dis-
tance of the upper extremity of said flap 8.
For convenience in folding the flaps 2 and 8
longitudinal folding-lines 13 and 14 are pro-
vided between the said flaps and the portions
of the main body 1 from which they project.

The first step in constructing the envelop.

from the blank just described consists in turn-
ing the flap 8 inwardly with. the tongue 11
bent upwardly and the adhesive substance
thereon suitably moistened to fasten to the
lower extremity of the main body 1 immedi-

ately above and close to the line of separat-

ing-punctures §, as clearly shown by Fig. 2.
When the said flap 8issoarranged, the trans-
verse folding-line 9 is disposed coincidently

over the folding-line 4, and the rectangular

30

35

40

45

5o

55

60

strip 6 and the doubled portions of the blank
up to the said folding-lines are turned over
the parts above on the same lines and the flap
2 next turned over the parts so disposed and

side of the upper part of the main body 1 of
the blank and a portion of the folded mem-
bers below, it being observed that the lower
terminal of the said flap 2 is normally below
or lower down relatively to the main body 1
than the upper terminal of the flap 8. When
the parts have been disposed as thus far de-
seribed, the device presents the appearance
shown by Fig. 3, and which is the normal
eondition before the envelop is used, it being
observed that the upper part of the strip 6
projects above the upper terminals of the flap
2 and main body 1. Moreover, in this con-
dition the concaved recess 7 would be on the
outer side and the slot 12 to the left to re-
lieve the obstructive bulk that would be oth-
erwise formed between the main body 1 and
the flap 8 from the folding-lines 4 and 9 up-
permost.

The improved device in the form shown by
Fig. 3 is bound into book shape, as illustrated
by Fig. 6, and the secured flap 2 produces a
slip through which the stub portion of the
device extends and has on the outer side
thereof printed matter designating the con-
tributor, his number, the date of contribu-
tion, and amount contributed. If desired,
other inscriptions of any nature may be ap-
plied tothe face of the slip and serve as means
for instructing the user how to arrange the
envelop or make his deposit therein or the
purpose for which the contribution is offered.

In using the envelop the coin or bill is in-
serted in the concaved recess 7 and between
the part in which said recess is formed and

‘ber of the envelop.
_has been fully exposed the self-sealing en-
‘velop with the contribution therein can be

: ‘easily separated on the line of punctures 5.
the tongue 3 thereof is fastened to the back |
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the adjacent fold, which is the lower portion
of the flap 8. The upper exposed: extremity
of the stub orstrip 6 is then grasped and grad-
ually pulled upwardly, or if the stub remains
intact in the book, as preferred, the slip is
gradnally pulled downwardly until the de-
vice has the appearance and arrangement
shown by Fig. 4, and after such operation all
the folds will have been fully inclosed within
the slip and the stub or strip is fully exposed
with the line of punctures 5 directly above
the top of- the slip or.completely sealed en-
velop. In this. condition the sealed tongue
11 will be at the top of the envelop and the
bottom of the same will be completely dou-
bled over with the concaved recess 7 at about
an intermediate point within the sealed en-
velop. As before indicated, the slot 12 pre-
vents a bulky formation or crumpling of the
paper or analogous material of which the en-
velop is formed  when the parts are drawn to
the position shown by Fig. 4, and on the strip
6 or stub will be printed matter correspond-
ing to that on the face of the sealed envelop
or of the secured flap 2, so that a memoranda

‘may be kept of the amount deposited and-the

date of the contribution as well as the num-
After the strip 6 or stub

It is obviously apparent that this same op-

‘eration will be produced in arranging all the

envelops and also that changes in the form,
proportions, size, and minor details may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple of the invention,

Having thus deseribed the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
a self - sealing envelop made from & single
blank and comprising a slip open at opposite
extremities and arepository fold movableinto
and partially through said slip.

2. As an improved article of manufacture,
a self-sealing envelop made from a single
blank and comprising a slip and folds par-
tially movable therethrough and into thesame
from the end opposite that which is opened
after sealing.

3. A self-closing envelop made from a sin-
gle blank and having an inclosing member
and normally-exposed folds including a re-
pository whieh are drawn into and partially
through the inclosing member and over-
tarned.

4. A self-closing envelop made from a sin-
gle blank and comprising an inclosing mem-
ber open at opposite extremities, an interme-
diate folded portion secured at one end, and
a slidable strip continuous therewith and
movable through the inclosing member, a part
of the slidable strip and adjacent folds being
normally disposed to provide receptive means
for the contents of the envelop and over-
turned by the movement of the said strip
through the inclosing member.

7o

75

8o

85

go

95

100

105

110

115

I20

125

130"



10

15

667,426

5, Aself-sealing envelop comprising an in-
closing member and a series of folds movable
thereinto by the adjustment of one of the
parts, a portion of one of the folds being per-
manently secured before movement 1nto the
inclosing member.

6. Aself—closing envelop comprising astub
which is separable therefrom and primarily
forming a part of the same, the envelop be-
ing completed by movement of its parts over
an inclused portion of said stub.

7. Aself-closing envelop having an inclos-
ing member with a normally-exposed pocket
or receptacle which is closed by longitudi-
nal sliding movement into the said mclosmg
member.

8. A plurality of self - closing envelops

8

bound into book form by means of separable
stubs movable in part therethrough fo com-
plete the closure of the same.

9. Aplurality of self-closing envelops hav—
ing attached separable stubs with opposite
extremities respectively bound together to
form a book and movablein part through the
envelops to complete the closure of the same.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
ourown we have hereto affixed our swnatures

in the presence of two witnesses.

ARTHUR H. DE LONG.
ALLEN P. DE LONG.

Witnesses: _
CHAs. E. WOLFE,
ALviN J. KITT.
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