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To all, whon, it may concern 
Be it known that I, JOSEPH. A. ENO, a citi. 

Zen of the United States, residing at Newark, 
in the county of Essex and State of New Jer 
Sey, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Envelopes; and I do hereby 
declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to letters of reference marked there 
On, which form a part of this specification. 
My invention pertains to improvements in 

the construction of letter-envelopes, wrappers 
for newspapers or for other similar packages, 
and has for its object to produce an improved 
envelope or wrapper that will perfectly pro 
tect its contents from being injured by the 
knife or other cutting-instrument used in 
opening the same, and also reduce the time, 
labor, and care required in said opening opera 
tion. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction and arrangement of said envelope 
or wrapper, as hereinafter more fully de 
Scribed, and finally embodied in the claims. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a plan of the back of an envel 

ope, showing the arrangement of the im 
proved flap when sealed, and illustrating also 
a knife inserted between the folds of said 
flap in the act of opening the envelope. Fig. 
2 is a similar view to Fig. 1 with the flap un 
sealed and one of its folds open. Fig. 3 is a 
vertical section taken on line ac in Fig. 1, and 
Fig. 4 is a vertical section taken on line y in 
Fig. 2. Fig. 5 is a plan of the back of an en 
velope, having the improved flap at one of its 
shortest sides. Fig. 6 shows a sealed wrapper 
provided with said improved flap and encir 
cling a package of papers. Fig. 7 is a verti 
cal cross-section of the same, and Fig. 8 is a 
plan view of said wrapper unsealed and fully 
Open. 
Similar letters of reference indicate corre 

sponding parts in each of said figures. 
The usual method employed in opening an 

envelope, especially where large numbers are 
received, is by cutting the same with a knife 

or other cutting-instrument, as illustrated in 
Fig. 1. As heretofore constructed, this oper 
ation brings the knife or cutting-instrument 
into direct contact with the contents of the 
envelope, and therefore requires considerable 
care and time to avoid cutting and injuring. 
the said contents, particularly when the con 
tents fill the envelope. By using my improve 
ment all these difficulties are avoided. The 
knife or opening-instrument does not come in 
contact with the contents of the envelope, and 
said contents are thereby perfectly protected 
from cutting or mutilation. No care is neces 
sary in the operation, while the time and labor 
required are reduced fully one-half. 
In said drawings, a indicates the body of 

the envelope or wrapper, which may beformed 
in the ordinary manner. Proceeding from 
said body of the envelope or wrapper is the flap 
a, provided with the inwardly-turned flap a 
thereby forming a flap folded upon itself, as 
will be clearly seen from Figs. 1 and 8, inclu 
sive. The said flap ais folded upon the flap 
a in a straight line across the envelope or 
Wrapper, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, 5, and 6, and 
when sealed forms an independent channel 
between said folds or flaps. This channel, be 
ing outside of and separate from the main 
body of the envelope, provides a straight and 
seamless passage, through which the knife or 
other opening-instrument can be quickly and 
afely passed without coming in contact with 
the contents of said envelope. Flap a, as 
may be seen from Figs, 2 and 8, is provided 
near the fold a with a gummed surface b, 
whereby said flap when closed can be sealed 
to the body of the envelope or wrapper. The 
inner flap a is made equal or nearly equal in 
width with the outer flap a, whereby the in 
ner edge a? of the flap a will when sealed 
be coincident or approximately coincident 
with the line where the outer flap a proceeds 
from the body of the envelope, thereby form 
ing an independent tubular channel for the 
passage of the opening-instrument, and thus 
effectually protecting the contents of the en 
velope or wrapper from mutilation or injury 
by said instrument. The ends a of the in 
ner flap a” are preferably made to project be 
yond the ends a of the outer flap a, whereby 
when the flap is sealed to the envelope an 
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aperture or opening of convenient form is ex 
posed on the back of the envelope between 
said flaps, into which the blade of a knife or 
other instrument can be easily and quickly 
inserted and the envelope rapidly cut with 
out the least danger to its contents, as will be 
readily understood from an inspection of Figs. 
1 and 6. 

IIaving thus described my invention, I de 
sire it to be understood that I do not limit 
myself to the precise details herein shown and 
Set forth, as these may be varied and modi 
fied; but 
What I claim is 
1. In an envelope or wrapper having a flap 

adapted to be folded upon itself in a straight 
line from side to side thereof, the upper edge 
of the inner fold of said flap terminating, 
when sealed, at a line coincident or approxi 
mately coincident with that at which said flap 
commences, thereby forming a straight tubu 
lar channel for the passage of the opening in 
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strument, substantially as and for the pur 
poses set forth. 

2. An envelope or wrapper comprising 
therein, the body a, a flap a connected there 
with, a flap a connected with flap C and 
folded inwardly against the same in a straight 
line from side to side thereof, the inner edge 
of said flap a extending, when folded, to a line 
substantially coincident with that at which 
the flap a commences, the ends of said flap 
a extending beyond the ends of flap a to ex 
pose an aperture for the insertion of the open 
ing instrument, substantially as and for the 
purposes set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the invention set 
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this 
28th day of September, 1894. 

JOSEP II A. ENO, 
Witnesses: 

FREDK. C. FRAENTZEL, 
WM. II. CAMFIELD, Jr. 
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