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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

OTHO M. MUNCASTER, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN PESSARIES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 141,069, dated July 22,1873 ; application filed
February 14, 1873.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, OTHO M. MUNCASTER,

M. D., of Washington city, District of Co-
lumbia, have invented certain Improvements
in Stem Pessaries, of which the following is a
specification :

The first part of my invention consists of a
plate, A, resting upon the symphysis pubis,
through which the pessary- stem is free to
move at all times and adjust itself properly.
The second part consists in combining with
the above a posterior piece, D, running back
to the anus, with a slot running through it
transversely, for the attachment of the rub-
ber tube. This supports and balauces the
pessary behind. The ring is attached to a
very flexible single stem by a hinge-joint, so
that it can rock to the right and left, uniess
there is a lateral displacement, when it is only
made to rock to one side. This mode of at-
tachment of the ring enables the patient by
pressing the instrument backward to bring
the ring int> a vertical position, and to re-
move it herselt with perfect ease. She can
also introduce it with remarkable ease.

Figure 1is aperspective view of the pessary.
Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse section of the
vaginal portion of the pessary, by which it is
lengthened or shortened. Rig. 3 is a vertical
section of the pelvis, showing the position of
the internal organs of the fomale, with the
pessary in situ. Fig. 4 is a cut showing a
three-quarter view of a female figure with the
pessary in position, and attached by rubber
tubing and straps to an abdominal supporter.
Fig. b is a cut showing the vaginal portion of
the stem' which enters the lower end of the
cylinder, having a slot in it for the passage
of the screw. Fig. 6is a vertical transverse
section, also, of the vaginal portion of the
pessary, by which it is lengthened or short-
ened, having the cylinder thicker, and the
fastenings within it somewhat different from
those -in Fig. 2, to give greater strength to
that part of the instrument. Fig. 7 is a cut

showing the vaginal portion of the stem which
enters the cylinder in Fig. 6.

A is a piece of hard rubber or ivory, shaped
to fit over the symphysis pubis, with a hole
running through the anterior portion of it, in
which the front part of - the stem works. Itis

also perforated on each side by four or six
holes, connected on the under side by grooves.
Through these silk thread is passed to stitch
the rubber straps B B onto plate A. C is the
front portion of the stem of the pessary, made
of solid silver, running through plate A, and
caught just above it by a tap screwed to the
end, said tap lengthening and shortening it,
and permitting the whole end to move npward
through A when the patient is sitting, thus
allowing the instrument to adjust itself to any
position with comfort to the patient. D isa
small piece, about three-fourths of an inch
long, with a slit ranning transversely through
it, for the attachment of the rubber tubes,
which support the pessary behind. This piece
is of solid silver and very flexible, so that it
can be bent to any angle. Itis fastened to
the middle of the curve as the stem bends up-
ward to ascend into the vagina, and extends
backward nearly to the anus. E is a hollow
cylinder, having the upright piece G entering
and fastened to one end, and the end of the
stem M fitting into the other end. b b are two
clamps cut ont of G T is a screw passing
through the eylinder and the ends b b, draw-
ing them together, and thus holding the end
of M in"place. M isthe end of the stem which
moves in the lower end of cylinder E, having
the end m filed out to fit between the clamps
b b; also, having aslot in it to allow it to slide

-above the screw F. O is a hollow cylinder,

thicker than E, having only one clamp, g, on
base of G. This clamp is tiled on the side 7,
to give it more spring. P is the end of the
stem which passes into the lower end of the
cylinder, with one-half filed away that it (p)
may slide up by the clamp g. It also has a
slot, Q, in it, as shown in Fig. 7. H is the
ring, made of hard rubber, and of two sizes.
The larger, used in retroversion, retroflexion,
and prolapsus, presses up into the posterior
cul-de-sac three-fourths of an inch beyond
the cervix uteri, when the latter is in the ring.
The smaller size is used for anteversion and
anteflexion. This ring is fastened to the va-
ginal portion of the stem G by a joint, T. I, -
in Kig. 4, is an abdominal supporter, or simply

a band, with a piece of No. 6 India-rubber
tubing attached at @ and ¢, running around
each thigh, to hold the supporter or band
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down,  Kis a smallistrap fastened to the:isup-
port for the attachment of the rubber tubing
L, No. 5; which: runs from ‘the posterioripart
of' thie pessary D, inithe hollow of i the ‘nates;
immediately behind the head iof the great
trochanter. 'Thisstrap has the buckle ¢,allow-
ing the easy removal of the rubber tube, when
desired. B B are rubber straps: attached by
buckles to thei supporter;or: band at d d, and
to the plate A, thus supporting the pessary in
front.

I claim—

1. The' plate A to rest over the sympliysis
pubis, combined with the pessary-stem which
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passes: through : ity and : is: left: free: to move
within it; as:directed.

2. The 'adjustable fastening, composed: of
the: two clamps apou  the  upper end of the
stem G, eombined with the slotted part.of the
lower end M, all being inclosed within the eyl-
inder: By and all arranged as described.

3. In combination with thie above, the loop
running backward to the anas, all as directed.

OTHO M. MUNCASTER.

Witnesses:
Wi, G HENDERSON,
HARRY COLEMAN.




