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I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

[

s [ |

This intemalional search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2){a} for the following reasons:

Claims Nops.: 21-32
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:
see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements 1o such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and ars not drafted in accordanca with the second and third sentences of Rule €.4(a).

Box No.

Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking {Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)
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This Intemational Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this intemational application, as follows:

see additional sheet

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims far which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims;; it is covered by claims Nos.:

1-13

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.
The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D Na pratest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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International Application Na. PCT/us2022 j041368

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-13

an introducer assembly comprising a vacuum generating
device, a needle assembly comprising a needle, a needle slot
in a proximal portion of the needle shaft and a needle hub
over the proximal porticn but proximal of the needle slot, a
valve over the needle slot, the valve including a valve port
aligned with the needle slot, and an access guidewire loaded
in the needle lumen and sealed therein.

2, claims: 14-20

a needle assembly comprising a needle, a needle slot in a
proximal portion of the needle shaft and a needle hub over
the proximal peortion but proximal of the needle slot, and a
valve including an elastomeric sleeve over the needle slot,
the valve including a valve port aligned with the needle
slot
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.1

Claims Nos.: 21-32

Claims 21-32 relate to a method for treatment of the human or animal body
by surgery, because they all comprise at least the steps of

"establishing a needle tract from an area of skin to a blood-vessel lumen
of a patient with the needle assembly; and advancing at least a guidewire
tip of the access guidewire inteo the blood-vessel lumen for the securing
of the vascular access" which are considered surgical procedures. This
Autheority is not required to search the present application with respect
to the aforementioned claims {(Article 17(2) {(b) PCT and Rule 39.1l(iv)
PCT) . Consequently, no Internatiocnal Search Report and no Written Opinion
(Rule 67.1 PTC in combination with Rule 43bis.l(b) PCT) have been
established with respect to them.
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