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Lo all whom it may concern:

_Be it known that I, DUNCAN MCMILLAN, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Cincinnati, in the county of Hamilton and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Coupling-Straps for
garness, of which the following is a specifica-

lon. '

The object of my invention is to providea
neat and convenient coupling-strap that can
be made without inserting the buckle during
the manufacture and which can be applied
after all the other parts of the coupling-strap
have been completed. :

Another object of my invention is to secure
and support the buckle by a rivet and clamp-
washer, which will finish and strengthen the
same.

In theaccompanying drawings the improve-
ment is shown as adapted to a hame-tug coup-
ling-strap; but it can be applied equally well
to other coupling-straps of a harness.

Figure 1in the acecompanying drawings is
a side elevation showing the strap completed
ready to receive the buckle. Fig. 2 is a cen-
tral longitudinal section of the finished coup-
ling-strap. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of
the clamp-washer.

1 represents the base strap of the coupling.
2 the box-loop.

3 represents the prolongation of the base-
strap to form a rest for the buckle.

4 represents a hame-clip, which is pro-
vided with the shank 5, which extends nearly
through the coupling, and it is supported in
a sheath.

6 represents filling straps on either side of
the shank of the same thickness and forming
a sheath or pocket for the same.

7 represents the top or finishing strap. It
has been usual to extend this strap clear

- through and double it back through the loop
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inclosing the buckle. Instead of doing this
I cut it off so0 as to form a short lap 8, which
is formed into a loop to encircle the buckle
and extends slightly within the box-loop, (in-
dicated at 9, Fig. 2.) "

10 represents a clamp-washer provided with
flanges 11, which oecupy the space between
the buckle-strap and box-loop eovering the
edges. The edges of said flanges seat upon

the bottom strap 1 and form a smooth tasty
finish for the coupling. The buckle and
washer are secured in position by means of
therivet 12, which passes through the washer,
through the leather, through an eye in the
shank 5, pierced to receive the same and
headed upon either side, securing the buckle
firmly in position.

The method of construction is as follows:
The base, top filling-straps, and loop are
stitched together in the usual manner, with
the loop 8 extending, as shown in Fig. 1,and
clip-shank inserted. The buckle is then in-
serted in this loop and it is doubled, the
washer-plate applied, and the rivet passed
through and headed down on either side, se-
curing all the parts together. It will be ob-
served that forward of the flanges 11 the
washer 10 has a projection, lip, or tongue ex-
tending within the loop 2, so that the loop
will assist in holding it in position laterally
and cover completely the splice or lap 8.

There are several advantages arising from
thisformof construction. Thecoupling-straps
of the harness are made irrespective of the
size of thebuckleemployed. Then the buckle,
washer, or othér finishing ornaments may be
applied, as occasion requires. Different-sized
buckles may be applied, and in case of break-
ing the head of the rivet can be cut off and
removed and a new buckle applied without
interfering with the stitches of the coupling.

-In this method of construection no stitching
is employed or necessary to secure the buckle
in position, the washer 11 forming a tasty
finish.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—

1. A strap-coupling for harness, consisting
of the lower and upper straps 1 and 7, having
the box-loop 2, the upper strap formed at one
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extremity into a loop 8, which engages a -

buckle and projeets into the box-loop, and
the lower strap extending as a supporting-
rest for the buckle, the metallic washer 10,
overlying the buckle-holding loop, and the
rivet 12, passing through the washer, the lower
and upperstraps, and the buckle-holding loop,
substantially as described.

2. A strap-coupling for harness, consisting
of the Iower and upper straps 1 and 7, having
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the box-loop 2, the upper strap formed at one
extremity into a loop 8, which engages a
buckle and projects into the box-loop, and
the lower strap extending as a supporting-
rest for the buckle, the hame-clip 4, having a
shank 5, extending between the lower and
upper straps, the metallic washer 10, overly-
ing the buckle - holding loop, having side
flanges 11 and provided with an extension
which enters the box-loop, and the rivet 12,

passing throngh the washer, the lower and
upper straps, and the buckle-holding loop,
substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand.

DUNCAN McMILLAN.
Witnesses:

P. SIMMONS,
C. W. MILES.



