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This invention relates to umbrellas, parasols
and the like and is particularly concerned with
a safety device fitted over the outer ends of the
umbrells ribs. ‘

One of the important objects of the invention
is to provide an umbrelld safety device which
will prevent any serious injury, should the ex-
posed umbrella tip, commonly made of steel or
some hard composition, strike the eye or face of
another. In general, it is useful when the tip
is brought into contact with a person or with an
object, for example, another umbrella, as even
a light blow with these relatively sharp tips,
might cause damage or injury.

With the above in mind, the invention con-
templates use of a resilient cushion, rounded
on the outer end, with relation to the umbrells,
rib, and mounted on said rib to receive and
cushion shocks. . _

The device is further useful as a decoration and
may be manufactured in any color desired as well
as in a number of different shapes, so long as the
shape is not such as to destroy the device’s use-
fulness as a cushion.

A still further object is to provide a disengage- -

able device such that the tips may be removed if
desired and replaced with new ones. Conversely,
new ones need not be purchased in case a rib
should become damaged and have to be replaced.

How the foregoing objects are accomplished
will be presented more fully hereinafter in the
description making reference to the accompany-
ing drawing, in which~

Figure 1 is a side view of an umbrella showing
the mounting of our device on the ribs thereof;

Figure 2 is a similar view of a parasol, showing
the devices mounted thereon;

Figure 3 is a view of a series of our devices
mounted on the rib ends of an umbrella with one
of the devices shown in section to illustrate the
formation thereof; and

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3 of a series
of our devices mounted on the rib ends of a
parasol.

The device is indicated generally in the draw-
ing by the reference numeral I. In the form of
Figures 1 and 3, the device is provided at its lower
end with a shank portion 4, having a rib receiving
aperture therein, shown with the rib 2 inserted.
Best results are obtained by forming the rib re-
ceiving aperture of substantial length so as to
get a firm grip on the rib end. PFurthermore,
(referring to Figure 3) the aperture is preferably
slightly larger at its inner end to accommodate
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the knob ordinarily provided on the umbrella rib
and thus ensure against the two becoming in-
advertently disengaged.

With reference to the shank portion, applicant
points out that the aperture therein may be g
formed in various shapes to accommodate a
variety of configurations of rib tips. - A modified
shape is shown in the form of Figures 2 and 4,
wherein the shank portion 4’ is shown fitted on a
more elaborate rib tip 2’. 10

At the upper end is the:cushion portion proper, -
This is somewhat larger than the shank portion,
and is desirably generally spherical. The inside
of this larger portion is preferably hollowed and
provided with an aperture through the spherical 15
wall, said aperture being indicated at 3 in both
forms. :

The safety device is made of resilient material
such as rubber, and -when the device is in use the
narrower, apertured shank portion indicated at 2g
4 or 4’, and described above, is in frictional en-
gagement with the umbrella rib tip 2 or 2’.

Referring again to the spherical portion, bear-
ing in mind the above description, it can readily
be understood that the resilient sphere hollowed 25
as shown will afford a substantial cushioning ef-
fect upon contact or impact with persons or ob-
jects. :

We claim: . i

1. For an umbrella rib, a resilient safety device 80
of the character described comprising a shank
at one end of the device having a rib receiving
hollow therein, and a hollowed cushion portion
at the other end normally at substantially at-
mospheric pressure, the wall of said cushion por- 35
tion being of semispherical form and defining the
major part of a sphere, the interior of said shank
and the interior of said hollowed cushion portion
being separated by an intervening wall.

2. For an umbrella rib, a resilient safety device 4
of the character described comprising a shank at
one end of the device having a rib receiving hol-
low therein, and a hollowed cushion portion at
the other end having an aperture through the
wall thereof normally providing free communi- 45
cation of the interior of the cushion with the
atmosphere, the wall of said cushion portion be-
ing of semispherical form and defining the major
part of a sphere, the interior of said shank and
the interior of said hollowed cushion portion be- 50
ing separated by an intervening wall.
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