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“The present invention relates to buckles for belts and
‘the like and, more particularly, to new and useful. im-
:provements in a belt buckle having no movable parts to
get out of order or to become loose.

In the ordinary belt buckle an elongated pivoted tongue
is provided for engaging holes in the fixed and free ends
of the belt to be secured by the buckle. Such movable
tongue is likely to get out of order in use and often be-
comes loose accidentally thereby loosening the belt.
Furthermore, such tongue normally extends across the
opening in the buckle thereby interfering with the inser-
tion of the free end of the belt through the buckle. Also,
constant contact of the pivoted tongue with the outer
surface of the end bar of the frame tends to mar the
appearance of such surface. These disadvantages are in-
herent in buckles with pivoted tongues.

Attempts have been made to avoid these disadvantages
by providing cast buckles with an integral belt-engaging
stud in place of the pivoted tongue, but prior to the pres-
ent invention, no satisfactory way has been found to
provide buckles, made of pressed or stamped sheet ma-
terial, with strong enough studs to resist the tension
exerted thereon by the belt. This is due to the fact that
buckles made of sheet material are very light in construc-
tion. The sheet material used is very thin, of the order
of ten thousandths of an inch, and, therefore, a stud in-
tegral with such a buckle would be very thin and weak.

1t is therefore a primary object of the present inven-
tion to provide a belt buckle without any movable parts
such as a pivoted tongue so as to eliminate the above
mentioned disadvantages.

_ Another important object of the invention is to pro-
vide 2 belt buckle with a fixed stud in place of the mov-
able tongue of the ordinary belt buckle.

Another important object of the present invention is
the provision of a buckle made of thin sheet material and
provided, in combination therewith, with a separate stud
secured to a stationary part of said buckle, said stud being
made of a material which is much stronger than the ma-
terial constituting the buckle proper.

Another important object of the present invention is
the provision of a stud of the character described pro-
vided with a fixture for securing said stud to various
types and shapes of buckles.

Yet another important object of the present invention
is the provision of a stud with a securing fixture therefor
which is relatively simple and durable and inexpensive
to manufacture.

For further comprehension of the invention, and of the
objects and advantages thereof, reference will be had
to the following description and accompanying drawings,
and to the appended claim in which the various novel
features of the invention are more particularly set forth.

In the accompanying drawings forming a material part
of this disclosure:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a belt and buckle pro-
vided with a stud according to the present invention.

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view of the belt
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"and buckle showing one end of the belt detached from the

stud but still inserted within the buckle.

Fig. 3 is a similar view of the buckle and the belt,
only one end of the belt being shown inserted through
the buckle and attached to the stud.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged section along line 4—4 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 5 is a top plan view of the.buckle.

Fig. 6 is a top plan view of another type of buckle
provided with a stud according to the present invention.

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the stud before assembly
on the buckle.

Fig. 8 is a sectional view taken on the plane of the
line 8—8 of Fig. 7.

Fig. 9 is.a bottom .plan view .of the stud shown in
Fig.. 7.

Referring . now more particularly .to the drawings in
which like reference characters indicate like elements
throughout, reference numeral 1 indicates a lady’s belt
provided with-a series of spaced holes 2 at its outer end
portion -3 and. a series of spaced holes 4 at its inner end
portion 5. ‘The end portions 3 and 5 of the belt 1 are
adapted to be threaded through a buckle 6 and attached
thereto by passing a stud 7 through registering holes 2
and 4 of the belt, as shown in Fig. 1.

In a lady’s belt, the buckle 6 is usually made of two
interengaging oppositely facing shells of very thin sheet
metal. As shown in Fig. 4, an inner sheet metal shell
8 of channel-shaped cross section engages a complemental
outer sheet metal shell 9 of channel-shaped cross section,
in such a manner as to clamp and retain the ends 10
of an outer layer 11, which may be plastic, leather,
textile material or the like, and which surrounds the cuter
shell 9.

The buckle 6 is of conventional form constituting a rec-
tangular frame including side bars 5 and end bars 12
and a middle stationary bridge portion or crossbar 13.
The stud 7, according to the present invention, is fixed
to the center part of the bridge portion 13, but could also
be secured to the end bar 12’ of a buckle 6', as shown
in Fig. 6, which has no center bridge portion.

The stud 7, according to the present invention, before
assembly on the buckle frame, comprises an elongated
chank 14 having an enlargement 15 at one end thereof
and having its other end secured to an attaching yoke-
shaped or channel-shaped member 16, such as by welding,
riveting, or the like.

The enlargement 15 is preferably in the form of a ball
member, but could have any other desired shape such
as an ovoidal shape, or the like. The shank 14 is pref-
erably circular in cross section, but could also have
other cross-sectional shapes.

The channel-shaped member 16 is made of sheet metal
which is much thicker than the sheet metal constituting
the shell members 8 and 9 of the buckle 6. The channel-
shaped member 16 comprises a three-walled body includ-
ing a connecting top wall 17 and side walls 18, 18 as
viewed in Fig. 6. The elongated shank 14 is secured to
the middle of the top wall 17, is directed away from the
side walls 18, and is perpendicular to the plane of the
top wall 17. Preferably, the top wall 17 is provided
with a small opening through which passes a restricted
end portion of the elongated shank 14 which is riveted
inside the channel-shaped member, as shown at 19 in
Figs. 4 and 9. Thus the elongated shank 14 provides
a shoulder overlying the top face of the top wall 17.
The member 16, which constitutes the securing fixture
for the stud 7, is inserted over the cross bar 13 of the
buckle 6, or over the end bar 12’ of the buckle 6°, and
the marginal portions of the side walls 18 are bent in-
wardly, as shown in Fig. 4, to provide inwardly extend-
ing lips 20 which engage the inner shell 8 so as to tightly
secure the stud on the buckle.
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From the foregoing it will be clear that the stud 7,
consisting of the elongated shank 14, the enlargement
15 and the yoke or channel-shaped member 16, constitutes
a separate stud which can be fixed to several types of
buckles of light construction which would otherwise be
unpractical to provide with studs.

While I have illustrated and described the preferred
embodiments of my invention, it is to be understood
that I do not limit myself to the precise constructions
herein disclosed and that various changes and modifica-
tions may be made within the scope of the invention as
defined in the appended claim.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim as
new, and desire to secure by United States Letters Pat-
entis:

In a buckle for a belt, a rectangular-shaped frame
including side and end bars and a stationary crossbar
parallel to said end bars at the middle of the frame, a
yoke member having side walls and a connecting top
wall, said side walls encircling the crossbar with free
ends of the side walls bent inwardly engaging the under-
side of the crossbar, the top wall of said yoke member
overlying the upper side of the crossbar and having a
central aperture, and a stud mounted on the top wall
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of said yoke member, said stud having an elongated
shank with a free end formed as a ball-shaped enlarge-
ment, said stud having a base integrally formed with
the shank and extending through the aperture in said
top wall and anchored thereunder on the upper side of
the crossbar for engaging a double thickness of a belt
on said shank under said enlargement.
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