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To all whom tt may concern:

Beitknown that I, Groree W. WisE, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Glenfield, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Shoe-Fasten-
ers, of which the following is a specification,
reference being had therein to the accompany-
ing drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in shoe - fasteners, and
has for its object the provision of novel means
whereby a shoe may be readily fastened upon
the wearer in a quick, effective, and substan-
tial manner.

Anobher object of my invention is the pro-
vision of a fastening means which may be ap-
plied to the upper of any style of shoe, said
fastening means constituting an elastic strip
whereby the upper of the shoe may give to
the foot of the wearer when the same is in use.
A further object of my invention is to.pro-
vide a shoe-fastener which will be extremely

simple in construction, highly efficient in

use, strong and durable and comparatively
inexpensive to manufacture, and one which
may be fastened and unfastened by persons
inexperienced in the same.

In describing the invention in detail ref-:

erence is had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, and
wherein like numerals of reference indicate
like parts throughout the several views, in
which— '

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shoe,
showinO" my improved fastener secured there-
on. FIO' 2 is a perspective view of one of
the eyelets employed by me, and Fig. 8 is a
detail perspective view of the tongue of the
shoe carrying the securing means.

To put my invention into practice, I pro-
vide an eyelet similar in construction to that
generally used, said eyelet having a shank
portion 1 thereof' formed sho'htly heavier
than the eyelet now generally in use, and in
this shank portion is formed a wedge-shaped
groove 2, which extends vertically through
the eyelet adjacent to the aperture or open-
ing 3 formed in the eyelet. These eyelets
are secured upon the sides of the upper 4 and

5 in the usual manner, the number of said
eyelets to be used depending upon the size of
the upper, and all of said eyelets are placed
in a similar position upon the upper .except
the first two eyelets, as indicated at 6 and 7.
These eyelets are placed in the sides of the
upper of the shoe, whereby the wedge-shaped
groove 2 extends outwardly toward the edge
of the shoe, while the other eyelets 8 (illus-
trated in Fig. 1 of the drawings) are secured
in the upper of the shoe with the wedge-
shaped groove extending upwardly toward
the top of the shoe, as illustrated at 9.

To the body portion of the shoe 10 the tongue
11is secured, as indicated at 12, said tongue be-
ing made of any elastic material, preferably
that now employed in the sides of the uppers
on the ‘‘Congress” shoe. To the under side
of this tongue 11 are secured by tabs 14 the
wedge -shaped members 15, which when the
shoe is secured upon the foot of the wearer are
adapted to fit into the wedge-shaped grooves
9 of the eyelets. The wedge-shaped members
15 are secured upon the tabs 14 by any suit-
able means, said tabs being made of a flexible
material, whereby the same may be easily and
effectually placed in the wedge-shaped grooves

2 when desired. The tongue 11 may be rig-

idly secured to the body portion 10, as indi-
cated at 12, or may only be held by the eye-
lets 6 and 7, which have their wedge-shaped
grooves 2 formed outwardly, whereby when
the shoe is unfastened by pulling on the
tongue 11 all of the wedge-shaped members
15 will become disengaged from the eyelets
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except the two wedge-shaped members which -

-are secured in the eyelets 6 and 7, the posi-

tion of the wedge-shaped groove 2 preventing
these members from becoming disengaged as
readily as the members which are secured in
theeyelets 8. When the shoe is fastened upon
the foot of the wearer, the elastic tongue 11
being made slightly narrower than the dis-
tance between the eyelets on the sides 4 and
5 of the upper, the same will have to be ex-
panded in order to engage the wedge-shaped
members 15 in the eyelets 8. It can beread-

ily seen that when the shoeis fastened and it
is desired to unfasten the same a slight pull
upon the end 16 of the tongue 11 will disen-
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gage the wedge-shaped members 15 from eye-
lets 8, whereby the shoe may be removed from
the foot of the wearer.

It will be noted that I may employ any de-
sired construction of tabs to secure the wedge-
shaped members 15 to the tongue 11, and
while I have herein shown the eyelets of the
specific form as illustrated in Fig. 2 of the
drawings it is obvious that the construction
of these may be slightly changed without de-
parting from the general spirit of the inven-
tion.

Having tully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A shoe-fastener comprising a plurality
of eyelets secured to each side of the opening
of the upper of the shoe, said eyelets having
a wedge-shaped groove formed adjacent to
the aperture of said eyelet, a tongue carrying
a plurality of wedge-shaped members, said
wedge-shaped members adapted to be secured
in the wedge-shaped grooves formed in the
eyelets, substantially as described.

9. A shoe-fastener comprising a plurality
of eyelets secured to each side of the opening
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_of the uppers of shoes, said eyelets having a

wedge-shaped groove formed adjacent to the
opening formed in the eyelets, a tongue carry-
ing a plurality of wedge-shaped members
adapted to be secured in the wedge-shaped
grooves of the eyelets, said wedge-shaped
members being attached to flexible tabs se-
cured to the under face of the tongue, substan-
tially as described.

3. A shoe-fastener comprising a plurality
of eyelets secured upon each side of the open-

‘ing formed in the upper of the shoe, said

eyelets having a wedge-shaped groove formed
adjacent to the apertures formed in said eye-
lets, an elastic tongue carrying a plurality of
tabs upon its one face, a plurality of wedge-
shaped members secured to the outer ends of
the tabs, and adapted to be secured in the
wedge-shaped grooves formed in the eyelets,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE W. WISE.
‘Witnesses:

H. C. EvErr,
K. H. BurLunN.
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