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- To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER DAYTON
ErrIOTT, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Viola, Illinois, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Sliding Cur-
tains, of which the following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
simple, economical, and efficient sliding cur-
tain and fixtures particularly adapted for
use in connection with shelving; and the in-
vention consists in the features, combina-
tions, and details of construction hereinafter
described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a front elevation of a set of shelves and cas-
ing with my improvements attached thereto;
Fig. 2, an enlarged sectional elevation of a
portion of a curtain and fixtures,taken on line

2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 3, an enlarged detail view of

a portion of the curtain track and coupling;
Fig. 4, a transverse section taken through the
front coupling on line 4 of Fig. 8; Fig. 5, an
end elevation of the bracket for holding one
end of the track; Fig. 6, a front elevation of
the brackets shown in Fig. 5; and Fig. 7, an
enlarged sectional view of the ball-holder,
taken on line 7 of Fig. 2.

In the art to which this invention relatesit
s well known thatin dry-goods and furnish-
ing stores it is necessary to have shelving per-
fectly free from doors or similar inclosing
means, sothat the bolts of cloth, ribbon, farcy
goods, &e., may be taken down or putin place
with rapidity. At the same time it is desir-
able at night or during holidays when the
store is being cleaned to protect such articles
from dust, so that some kind of means should
be provided that can be quickly put in place
and removed from the front of the shelving
to protect the same from dust, dirt, and the
like.

The principal object of myinvention, there-
fore, is to provide a simple, economical and
efficient curtain that may be removably se-
cured in front of the shelving, so as to protect
the same from dust or be taken therefrom
and folded up when not desirable to use the
same.

In construecting my improvement I make a
track A of the desired form and size, and se-
cure it to the upper portion of the molding o

of the shelving or. dry-godds casing. .. This
track I prefer to make in the shape of a tube,
having a longitudinal rift or opening o' atits
lower side, a flange ¢® extending upwardly
therefrom by which it may be secured to the
molding, and a depending shield or guard d?.
The curtain is formed of any desired mate-
rial B and provided at its upper end with a
number of balls C, which are secured to the
upper portion of the curtain by means of
tapes ¢. The curtain may be of any length
desired and provided with a number of these
balls of such a size as to readily slip into the
open end of the tubular track, so that the
curtain may be. stretched or drawn out, as
partially shown in Fig. 1, the balls prevent-
ing the catehing of the curtain in the track
and providing an efficient means for drawing
the curtain out or gathering it into the de-
sired space. ' :

To withdraw the curtain when desired or
replace it in position, I prefer to make the
track in two sections, one a fixed section, as
above described, and secured to the case-

molding, and the other a removable section

D, of sufficient length to permit all of the
holding-balls to be gathered and held in it,
as hereinafter deseribed. This section is se-
cured to the fixed track-section by means of
a coupling E, (shown in Figs. 3 and 4,)and its
opposite end held on a bracket G, (shown in
Figs. 5 and 6,) so that all that is required in
order to remove the curtain igtolift the end d
of the removable section from the bracketand
withdraw the opposite end of the coupling
E. The curtain may be then rolled up around
the removable section and stored away until
it is necessary to use the same. When it is
desired to again use the curtain, the same is
unrolled from around this removable section,
the removable section put in position, and the
curtain drawn out, as shown in Fig. 1.

I claim—

1. Inaslidingcurtain, the combination of a
fixed track portion, a sectional track remov-
ably secured thereto, and a curtain slidingly
mounted in such track and adapted to be slid
into the removable section to be removed
from or placed in position, substantially as
described.

2. Inasliding curtain, the combination of a
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tubular track portion, comprising a fixed sec-
tion and a removable section having a longi-
tudinal opening or rift therein, and a curtain
slidingly mounted in such track portion and
adapted to be slid into the removable section
to be removed from or placed in position, sub-
stantially as described.

3. Inasliding curtain, the combinationof a
tubular track portion, comprising a fixed sec-
tion and a removable section having a longi-
tudinal opening or rift in the lower section
thereof, a flange for securing the fixed por-
tion of the track in position, a coupling for re-
movably holding the removable section in en-
gagement with the fixed section, a curtain
provided with holding-balls arranged in the
track portion and adapted to be slid into the
removable section to be removed from or
placed in position, substantially as described.

4. In asliding curtain, the combination of a
tubular track portion, comprising a fixed sec-
tion and a removable section having a lower

longitudinal rift or opening in the lower por-.

tion thereof, a flange for holding the fixed sec-
tion in position, a depending guard portion
on the track portion, a coupling for securing
the removable section to the fixed section, a
bracket adapted to hold one end of the re-
movablesection in position, and a curtain por-
tion provided with a plurality of holding-
balls arranged in the track portion and adapt-
ed to be slid into the removable section to be
removed from or placed in position, substan-
tially as described.
A. DAYTON ELLIOTT.
Witnesses:
S. C. FUGATE,
E. L. TENEY.
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