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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, AERBERT A. SILVERA4, &

. citizen of the United States, residing in the

10

city, county,and State of New York, have in-
vented acertain new and useful Improvement

in Indexed Books, which isapplicable to blank

books and all books of
acter; :and' I do hereby
lowing is o full, clear, and exact description
of my invention, which wiil enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to

make and use the same.

an indexical char-

fer reversely, wherehy 1 simplify the matter

by employing only half the nu mber of indiges, |

* which cheapens the cost particularly when

20

tabs are used or niches are cut inthe edgesof

" the leaves, which tabsor niches inay belarger

and. more conspicuous,’ besides being more
easily selected on account of the smallernum-
ber.. I prefer to use what 1 shall hiereinalter
designateas ¢ double” letters, names, or char-

- acters formed by the association or combina-

tion of-two or more single letters, names, or

. characters; but I may in souie instances cm-
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in the case of the dictionary,

ploy single characters, .
" The accompanying drawing illustrates an
opened book indexed according to wyinven-
tion. : T
In the drawing I show my invention as ap-
plied to an ordinary dietionary or lexicon; but
I-use such book as an illustration simply.
The invention is applicable to a great va-
riety of works, and also to blank bocks, as be-

“fore stated.

~To carry my invention into effect a double
Tetter, name, or characte- intended toindicate
two snbject-rpatters is- printed or otherwise
delineated on or attached to a leaf, or inter-
posed between leaves (by meaus of tabs) ata
point where two subjeet-matters meet. Thus
as illustrated,
‘the double letter KL appears located at the
end of K and the boginning of L, so that &
reader on opening the book at the point indi-
cated will be as near thone subject-matter as
the other, but is obliged to turn the leaves

1_mckward——i. ¢., fromleft to right, for the sub-

" ject-matter of X, and from right toleft-for the-

declare that the fol-.

subject-matter of L. The same is the case
with the double Tetters AB CD, and so on.
Should it be necessary to index. the same 35
book mere completely—i ., by vowels--the
double letters may consist of two vowels; &s

ei, together with a prinéipal"letter,_'ag i,

which i$ to be plaeced or applied a'ecordin'g.'t'o 60
the system explained in the case of the prin-

_cipal -double letter ‘AB—that is to say, at the
‘point in subdivision By where the vowel e ends
and { commencees: ' ’

My invention consistsin whatI call a “semi- :-':‘
reflex system of indexing,” by placing thein-:
dices.at the meeting-point of two contigunous’
subject-matters to which they respectively re-

By this improved system the Slll:bl_lest Biblé’ 65'
or pocket-dictionary may be indexed with

- great facility at small cost, which was hereto-

fore impracticable for want of space required .
to apply single letters or names ab the begin-
ningof each subjeet-matter therein contained. 70
‘Another important advantage of this im-
provement is the increased size of the double
letters, names, or characters which may be-
employed, rendered possible by the reduction -
of their number and consequent reduction 75
of the aggregate amount of spaee required
therefor. Mokeover, in certain instances and
in cortain kinds of books it is nob necessary
that there should Le two letters, names, or
characters to formmy double letters,so called; 8o

“as, for instance, in ihe case of the “Holy

Bible” there are the First and Second Sam-
nel, the First and Second Kings, and other™
instances of this kind. These may be in-
dexed under my system by placing “Sam- 85
wel I 117 at the-end of First Samuel and
Deginning of gecond Samuel, and in the case
of Kings, Chronicles, Thessalonians, &e., the
single word “Kings,” Chronicles,” “Thes--

salonians,” &e., may be-placed between the go -
two books of the same,

respectively torn-
ing frow lett to right for the tirst book and
from right to left for the second book. DMore-
over, I sometimes, in order to avail myself of
a partof my invention, index booksbyasingle 93
reference-letter or other character, placing it,

however, ab such & point in the book that it

shall refer to two subject-matters. Thus in

indexing a monthly register I can skip &~
month, commencing «1eh.” for February, 1c<
placing it at the commencement of February, !
and of course it refers to January according
to the plan stated; and the nextindex would”
be “ Apl.” for April, and so on, and the same




2 447,

is trucof theletters of the alphabet, commene-
ing “1B,” which implies A and I; iiext “D,”
then “F,” and so on.
Books miay be indexed by this improved
5 system without cutting their léaves by the usc
of tabs projecting beyond the edges thereof,
and having delineated thereun the proper
doubleletter, name, or character. When, how-
ever, it is advisable to cut the edges of a book
Lo 80 as to expose the surfaces of the leaves to
be indicated the mannerof cutting may differ
according to the natureorkind of book. I'or
printed books or thick blank books concave
- reeesses or niches cut into the body of the
15 Jeavessiniilar to thosc used in conneetion with
- my improved index for which I obtained Iet-
ters Patent of the United States, datid Aungust
21, 1883, and numbered 283,383, will he hest
suited tothe purpose undercertain conditions,
2o while in othercasesthe “steps” may bebetler
suited. 2
It is obvious that the double letter.or their
equivalent, asdeseribed, may be produced on
the “incliped wall of the concave niches cut
25 into the body of theleaves, if desired, as well
as on the face of the leal or on the tabs, if
" they be used.

L'am aware of the patent to Perley, No.

371

370,280, in which the leaves are cul away so
as Lo expose the reference-letter on the first
page containing matter under cach head as
usual in a double row facing in opposite di-
rections with a characterin cach index refer-
ring to the subject-matter of the opposite in-
dex, beside the character reforring to the sul-
ject-matter of the one where the index is
placed, the purpose of which is that the re-
quired index-letter may be seen [rom cither
side of the book as it may happen to lie; but
this is not myinvention. “Fhere is- an index
for each subject-matter, asusual, while in my
inverition there is only one for two subject-
matters. ‘

“-IHaving deseribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to seeure by Letiers
Yatent of the United States, is—

A book indexed as deseribed—viz., one in-
dex to two subject-matters, the indicia heing
placed hetween adjoining subjeet-mattersand
referring to them veversely, substaiitially as
‘desceribed, ) :

- ‘ TUERBERT A SILYERA.

Witnesses:
E. Bacuaaxy,
GRORGE AL Voss.
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