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To all whom it Tray concern. 
Be it known that I, HERBERTA. SILVERA, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 

O 

city, county, and State of New York, have in 
yented a certain new and useful Improvement 
in Indexed Books, which is applicable to blank 
books and all books of an indexical char 
acter; and I do hereby declare that the fol. 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
of my invention, which will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same. 
My invention consists in what I call a “semi-f 

reflex System of indexing,” by placing thein 
dices at the meeting-point of two contiguous 
subject-matters to which they respectively re 
fer reversely, whereby I simplify the matter 
by employing only half the number of indices, 
which cheapens the cost particularly when 
tabs are used or niches are cut in the edges of 
the leaves, which tabs or niches may be larger 

characters; but I may 
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So 
ject-matter of IX, and from right to left for the. 

fore stated. 

and more conspicuous,' besides being more 
easily selected on account of the smaller num 
ber. I prefer to use what I shall hereina?ter 
designate as “double' letters, names, or char 
acters formed by the association or combina 
tion of two or more single letters, names, or in some instances en 
ploy single characters, 
... The accompanying drawing illustrates an 
opened book indexed according to my inven 
tion. . . 

In the drawing I show Iny invention as ap 
plied to an ordinary dictionary or lexicon; but 
I use such book as an illustration simply. 
The invention is applicable to a great va 

riety of works, and also to blank books, as be 
To carry my invention into effect a double 

letter, name, or character intended to indicate two subject-matters is printed or otherwise 
delineated on or attached to a leaf, or inter 
posed between leaves (by means of tabs) at a 
point where two subject-matters meet. Thus 
in the case of the dictionary, as illustrated, 
the double letter KI, appears located at the 
end of K and the boginning of L, so that a 
leader on opening the book at the point indi 
cated will be as near to one subject-matter as 
the other, but is obliged to turn the leaves 
backward-i. e., from left to right, for the sub 

Serial No. 244,773, (No model) 
subject-matter of L. The same is the case 
with the double letters AB CD, and so on. 
Should it be necessary to index, the same 

book more completely-i. e., by vowels--the 
double letters may consist of two vowels, as 
ei, together with a principal letter, a : 
which is to be placed or applied according to 
the system explained in the case of the prin 
cipal double letter AB-that is to say, at the 
point in subdivision B, where the vowele ends 
and commences. - - - - By this improved system the smallest Bible 
or pocket-dictionary may be indexed with 
great facility at small cost, which was hereto 
to apply single letters or names at the begin 
ning of each subject-matter therein contained. 
Another important advantage of this im 

provement is the increased size of the double 

of their number and consequent reduction 
of the aggregate amount of space required 
therefor. Moreover, in certain instances and 
in certain kinds of books it is not necessary 
that there should be two letters, names, or 
characters to form my double letters, so called, 
as, for instance, in the case of the "Holy 
13ible’ there are the First and Second Sam 

instances of this kind. These may be in 
dexed under my system by placing "Sam 
uel I II' at the end of First Samuel and 
beginning of Second Samuel, and in the case 
of Kings, Chronicles, Thessalonians, &c., the 
salonians,’ &c., may be placed between the 
two books of the same, respectively turn 
ing fruul left to right for the first book and 
from right to left for the second book. More. 
over, I sometimes, in order to avail myself of 
a part of my invention, index books by a single 
reference-letter or other character, placing it, 
however, at such at point in the book that it 
shall refer to two subject-matters. Thus in 
indexing a monthly register I can skip 
month, commencing “Feb.’ for February, 
placing it at the commencement of February, 
and of course it refers to January according 
to the plan stated; and the inext index would 
be “Apl.” for April, and so on, and the same 

fore impracticable for want of space required. 

letters, names, or characters which may be: employed, rendered possible by the reduction 

single word “Kings,” “Chronicles,” “Thes 
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is true of the letters of the alphabet, cominenc., 37,280, in which the leaves are cut alway st ing “I3, which implies A and 3; ext, “I), 
then “F, and so on. 

Books may be indexed by this improved 
5 system without cutting their leaves by the use 

of tabs projecting beyond the edges thereof, 
and having delineated there in the proper 
double letter, name, or character. When, how 
eve', it is advisable to cut the edges of a book 
so as to expose the surfaces of the leaves to 
be indicated the manner of cutting may differ 
accoiding to the nature or kind of book. For 
printed books or thick bank books concave 
recesses or niches cut into the body of the 
leaves similar to thosc used in connection with 
my improved index for which I obtained Let 
ters Patent of the United States, dated August 
21, 1883, and numlered 2S3,3S3, will be best 
suited to the purpose under certain conditions, 

2o while in other cases, the “steps' may be better 

25 

suited. 
It is obvious that the double letter, or their 

equivalent, as described, may be produced on 
the inclined wall of the concave niches cut 
into the body of the leaves, if desired, as well 
as on the face of the leaf or on the tabs, if 
they be used. 

I am aware of the patent to eroy, No. 

as to expose to reference-letter ()) tille first 
page containing matter under each held as 
usual in a double row facing in oil posite di 
rections with a character in cach index refei'- 
ring to the subject-matter of the opposite in 
dex, beside the character referring to the Slip 
ject-matter of the one where the index is 
placed, the purpose of which is that the re 
quired index-letter may le seen fron Cither 
side of the book as it may happen to lie; but 
this is not my invention. "There is an index 
for each subject-matter, as usual, while in my 
invention there is only onc for two subject 
lattel's. 
IIaving described any invention, what I 

claim as new, and desire to secure loy Lettic's 
Patent of the United States, is 
A book indexed as closcribed- viz., one in 

dex to two subject-matters, the idicia being 
placed between adjoining subject-matter's and 
referring to them reversely, sulbstantially ils 
described. 

EII: ERT A. SILVERA. 
Witlesses: 

E. BACHA ANN, 
(YE() (E. A. V()SS. 
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