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This invention relates to improvements in file
drawers or receptacles of the type provided with
a follower or compressor adapted to be adjusted to
different positions in the receptacle as may be
necessary, depending upon the number of files,
papers or articles in the receptacle, to support the
files in compact, upright position, and also adapt-
ed to yield or tilt to relieve pressure on the upper
portions of the files for facilitating examination
of or access to the files.

One object of the invention is to provide a de-
sirable and practical filing device of such type
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having follower or compressor means of novel,

improved construction. Other objects of the in-
vention are to provide a file follower or com-
pressor which is adapted to be releasably secured
in different file-supporting adjustments in the

file receptacle and to swing or tilt about a hinge

axis in the bottom portion of the receptacle in its
said different adjustments, and is spring-pressed
towards a standing file-compressing position, but
is also adapted to be releasably retained in a pres-
sure-relieving position tilted away from the files;
also to provide a device in which said follower or
compressor comprises a runner or base arranged
or mounted for forward and rearward adjustment
in the bottom portion of the receptacle, a com-
pressor member which is hinged at its lower por-
tion on said base to swing toward and from the
files, latch means for releasably securing the base
in different adjustments in the receptacle and
also for releasably retaining said hinged member
in an inclined file-relieving position, and a com-
mon actuating or releasing member for said
latch means; in which the latch means for re-
leasably securing the follower base in its different
adjustments and releasably retaining the hinged
compressor member in the file-relieving position
are constructed to permit the compressing and
relieving movements of said hinged member, and
the retaining and releasing thereof in any of the
adjustments of said base, without releasing the
base latch, ’ ,

Turther objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will appear from the following specification
of the preferred embodiment of the invention,
shown in the accompanying drawings, and the
novel features of the invention are set forth in
the appended claims.

In said drawings: » o

Fig, 1 is a fragmentary elevation, on a reduced
scale, of a file cabinet having a drawer equipped
with a follower or compressor embodying my in-
vention, the drawer being shown in an open posi-
tion. : x

15

20

26

Fig. 2 is an enlarged, transverse, sectional ere-
vation of the drawer and follower on line 2—2,
Fig. 1. =

g, 3 is a secticnal plan thereof on line 3—3,
Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a horizontal section of the fellower on
line 4—4, Fig. 2. _

Figs. 5 and 6 are sectional elevations . on lines
5—5 and 6—8, respectively, Fig. 2. ‘

Figs. 7 and 8 are views respectively similar to
Figs. 5 and 6, but showing the compressor mem-
ber of the follower retaihed in its tilted, file-
relieving position.

Referring to the drawings:

10 represents the drawer or receptacle which
may be of any usual or suitable construction.
The follower or compressor comprises a plate or
member |1 which is hinged adjacent to its lower
edge on & supporting runner or base 12 which is
mounted or arranged for adjustment forwardly
and rearwardly in the receptacle by guide means
in the bottom portion of the receptacle.

The hinged follower plate |1, as shown, is pro-
vided with vertical stiffening channels {la welded
thereon, and at its lower portion is rigidly at-

" tached, a§ by welding or otherwise, to a hinge

bracket 13 of U-shaped cross section having rear-
wardly. projecting side flanges, which is hinged to
the base 12 by a horizontal hinge pin or rod 14
that passes through registering bearing holes in
the side flanges of the hinge bracket and in a
hinge piece 15 which is rigidly attached, as by’
welding or otherwise, on the base 12. This hinge
piece 15, as shown, consists of a bar of generally
U-shape, having a horizontal middle portion
which is attached to the base, and side portions 19
which extend upwardly at the outer sides of the
side flanges of the hinge bracket, having therein
the bearing holes for the hinge pin- 14, and end
portions 1T which project laterally. outward from
the upper ends of the vertical portions 16 of the
hinge piece. . . .

The guide means shown for adjustably sup-
porting or mounting the follower base in the re-
ceptacle comprise a channel member 20 which is
confined and held stationary in a central, longi-
tudinal depression or channel 2{ formed in the
bottom of the drawer. The channel member 29
shown has upstanding side walls with top flanges
22 which project inwardly over the side edge por-
tions of the base 12 so as to slidably confine the
base in the channel 20.. The base may consist,
as shown, of ‘g horizontal plate having down- -
turned stiffening or strengthening side flanges,
the flanged side portions of the base being slid-
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ably confined between the bottom and the in-
turned top flanges of the channel 20.

A spring 25 acting between the hinged com-
pressor member Il and the follower base 12
urges the hinged member forwardly to a standing
file-supporting or compressing position, but per-
mits the hinged member to be pressed away from
the files to' & til&d Position forf rélevitig pressure
on the filas ahd facilititing aceess to or the ex~
amination of the files. 'The spring shown for this
purpose is formed by a spring wire bhent into gen-

erally inverted U-form havmg upright side legs-

connected by a top cross piece. The legs of the
spring are coiled about the hinge pin 14 for the
hinged member with the lower ends or the Tegs
piece 16 or other portion of the follov;fer basé.
The spring acts to urge the hinged follower mem-

ber to its standing position, but permits the

hinged member to be tilted against the dction: of
the spring rea,rwardly or away from the files-to
relieve the pressure thérecn.”

For réleasably Sécuring the hase 12 With the
follower in dﬁferent adjustments forwa.rdly shd
rearwardly in the drawer, tWo latch bolts 26 are
shown, arranged to move downwardly and up-
wardly on the base into and out of holdmg en-
gagement with stops or teeth 27 a,rranged in two
lotigitudinal rows on fthe botiom of the foIIower
guide channel 28, THesé teeth 1Ay be forhied by
struck-up portions of the puidé chanifiel hottom
and may have bevelled faces that allow the Tateh
bolts to ride Gvef the teeth in the forward ad-
justments of the follower. The latel boits 28
may be guided in their up and down. movements
in holeg 28 atid 29 formed réspectively ir the base
plate l‘! gnid if the Iaterally prcuectmg end por-
tions 17 6f the hmge pieée 16, ahd are. prefera,b“ly
colitiected to & reléasing Meémber 30 mounfed to
slide iy and d6wn oh the hinged fo -
ber {1, ThiS réléasthg menmber 30, as shown,
consists of 4 plate hayitig rearwardiy gex[
side flanges 31, and it i is shdab]y Tefs
the rear face of the follower meniber Il by o

latch-asétuating plate OF miéiiber 33 Which 1 may be 4

slidably mounted ofi thé follower mieiiber fi by
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retainifig’ medns, mcludmg 4. géreWw 3 passing -

through thé actuatmg plate into 4 vertlcally

elofigated &lot 35 in the follower plate fl g0 as
to perinit limited up afid dowii movement_s of the

actuatlng member 33 The releas

the HLirige bra,cket i3, and the actuating plate- 33
shewn is also fortiéd with downwardly extsrid-
" ing legs thdt straddle the hinge brackst (3 and
are offset rearwardly from the plape of the tpper
pértion of tHe adtiiating pla,t,e abd slldab1y baar
agéinst the rear faée of the reléasing mietiibey 39,
said legs 86 havirg, at théir iowet ends, lateral éx-
tensions 87 which profect into notches a8 in the
side flanges of the releasihg mienbér, i which

notches the exteénsions have limited vertlcal pidy

or lost motion. The releasing membei 30 is thiis

GO

“slidably retainod in position on the follower and -

is.dllowed to dlop by gravity, for i movitig the latch
Bolts 28 ‘ifito holdihg etigagenient with the teeth
91, .the releasing platé sliding between the foi-
lower plate (1 dnd the reétaining legs 38 of the
actuatiny meéniber. The reledsing Hismbet 30 i

adapted €6 be raised by upwird movemeiit of the

actuat;mg mismbér 38 By means of the ﬁnger
picee 39 it its tipper efid, through the ehighge-
meiit of thé lateral projections 37 of the latter
in the side flange notehes 3§ of - the reléasing
eniber. The §ide flanges of the réléasing mem-
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ber may also be formed with rearwardly pro-
jecting hooks 48 which extend through slots 414
in the upper ends of the latch bolts so that up
and down movements of the latch-releasing
member 30 will be communicated to the latch
bolts for engaging them with and releasing them
from their cooperating stop teeth 27. The hooks
49 and slofs #{' thus provide an articulated joint
or movable connéction bétween the Iatch bolts
and releasing member that enables the tilting
movements of the follower plate 11 on the base
in-any adjustments of the base, without causing
the latch Bolts £o be disengaged from their hold-
irig teeth 21. The follower or compressor is thus

5 addapted to: bé. moved to and releasably secured

in dny réqiiiréd: file-supporting adjustment in the
réceptaclé and releasably secured in such adjust-
ment by engagement cf the latch bolts with their
cocperating teeth, and the hinged compressor
pldafe (¥ is adapted, in any such adjustment of the
fellower in the receptacle, to be tilted or swung
to-and fiom its standing file-supporting or com-
bressing position: w1ﬁhout dlsengagmg the latches
26 from the feéth and reléasifig . the follower
base.

1A addltlon to this Iatch means for releasably
securmg the foIlower base with the follower in
différent - requ1red file- supporting - adjustments
in -the récéptacle, latch means is also provided
for reIeasably retaining the hHingéd c¢ompressor
pla.te 11 in the- tilted. position wheh it has beén
swuiig:6r tilted to the limit of its movement rear-
wardly. or away from the files.. This latch is
formed, as shown,. by a latéh bar 42 which is se-
cured by the screw 33 to- the latch- -actuating
meimber 33, and is slidably mounted on the hmged
compressor plate 11 by a headed screw 43 secured
in & hole in. the hingé hracket 13 of the follower
plate and passmg through a vertlcally elongated
slot 44 in the latch bar 42. 'A notch 45 in the
ﬂa,nged top of the hinge bracket 13- further aids
in- slldably reta,lmng and guiding the latch bar 42
on-the follower and this mounting of the bar aids
in slldably retaining and guiding the actuating
and releasmg ‘members 33 and 38 on the fcllower.
The latch bar 42 is urged downwardly by a. suit-
able spring, such: -as-a coil spring- 46 attached 2t
oppos1te ends to the- serew 48 and & stud 47 on
the ]atch bar 42. This spring normally presses
the lower end of-the latch bar 42 downwardly
against the top face of a stop on the base 12;
which stop may be-formed by-the horizontal por-
tion of the hinge piece 15." When the latch bar
thus bears against the tep face of- the stop piece
is, it does not interfere with the forwardly and
rearwardly tilting or swinging movements of the
compressor- plate Il; but when the follower plate
has been tﬂted rearwardly or away from the files
to the hrmt the lateh bar 42 will be projected
downward]y by its spring into engagement with
the forward edge of -the stop or hinge piece 15,
and thus w111 hold the hinged compressor plate
agairist return to it standing position under the
action of its spring 25 and so will retain the
hlnged compressor pla,te in its rearwaldly tllted
position. -

The artlculated connec»mn between the latch
bolts 26 for the base 12 and the latch-releasing
platé 80 and the lost motion connection between
the actuating member 33 and the releasing mem-
ber 30 are such that the latch-actuating member
33 can be ralsed by means of its finger piece 39
sufficiently to disengage the latch bar 42 from its

- cooperatmg stop I3 and thus permit the hinged

75

compressor plate {1 to be refurned to its upright.
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file-compressing position with out disengaging the
base latch bolts 26 from holding engagement with

. their teeth on the guide channel 20. Thus, the
hinged compressor plate I can be swung or
tilted forwardly or rearwardly, or retained in the
rearwardly tilted position or released thereirom
by appropriate operation of the latch-actuating
member 33, without releasing the latch for the
base 12 and disturbing the adjustment of the fol-
lower base in the drawer. Nevertheless, by a
further lifting movement of the -actuating mem-
ber 33, the latch bolts 26 can be released when it
is desired to change the adjustment of the fol-
lower in the drawer. . .

The actuating spring 46 for the latch bar 42
also aids gravity in actuating the latch boits 26
for the follower base, since when. the actuating
member 33 is released after having been raised
to release the lateh bolts 26, the spring acting on
member 33 through the latch bar 42 will pull
member 33 downward, and if releasing member 38
does not drop by gravity, the lateral extensions 37
of member 33 will strike the bottom edges of
notches 38 in the releasing member and start
downward movement of the latter and the con-
nected latch bolts 26.

We claim as our invention: .

1. In g filing device comprising a file re-
ceptacle, and a follower which is mounted by
guide means in the bottom portion of the re-
ceptacle for movement to different file-support-
ing adjustments, and to swing from a standing
file compressing position to a file-relieving posi-
tion about a pivotal axis in the lower portion of
the receptacle, the improvement which comprises
a spring that urges the follower toward its stand-
ing position, a lateh for releasably securing said
follower in its different supporting adjustments,
a latch for releasably retaining said follower in
said file-relieving position against the action of
said spring in the different supporting adjust-
ments of the follower, and a common actuating
device for said latches.

2. In g filing device comprising a file receptacle
and g follower movable to different file-supoprt-
ing adjustments in the receptacle, the improve-
ment which comprises said follower composed of
a base adjustably mounted in the receptacle, and
a compressor member hinged at its lower portion
on said base, a spring that urges said compressor
member towards a file-compressing position, a
latch member on said base for engagement with
parts on the receptacle for releasably securing
the follower in different file-supporting adjust-
ments, and an actuating member for said latch
mounted on said hinged member and having a
connection with said latch constructed to allow
movement of the hinged member tc and from a
file-compressing position in different supporting
adjustments of the follower while leaving said
latch in securing position. ) .

3. In a filing device comprising a file recep-
tacle and a follower movable to different file-
supporting adjustments in the receptacle, the
improvement which comprises said follower com-
posed of a base adjustably mounted in the recep-
tacle, and a compressor member hinged at its
lower portion on said base, a spring that urges
said compressor member towards a file-com-
pressing position, a latch device for releasably
securing said follower in different file-support-
ing adjustments, a latch device for releasably
retaining said hinged member in a file-relieving
position against the action of said spring in dif-
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ferent supporting adjustments of the follower,
and a common actuating means for said latches
constructed to actuate said second latch to iree
said hinged member while leaving said first
latch device in securing position.

4. In o filing device comprising a file recep-
tacle and a follower movable to different file-
supporting adjustments. in the receptacle, the
improvement which - comprises said follower
composed of a base adjustably mounted in the
receptacle, and a compressor member hinged at
its lower portion on said base, a spring that urges
said compressor member towards a file-com-
pressing position, a latch slidably guided on said
base for engagement with parts on the recep-
tacle for securing the follower in different file-
supporting adjustments, and an actuating mem-
ber for said latch slidably mounted on said
hinged member and connected with said latch
by a lateral projection loosely engaging in a slot
in said latch to allow hinging movement of said
hinged member without releasing the latch.

5. In-a filing device comprising a file recep-
tacle and a follower movable to different file-
supporting -adjustments in the receptacle, the
improvement which comprises said follower
composed of a base adjustably mounted in the
receptacle, and a compressor member hinged at
its lower portion on said base, a spring that urges
said compressor member towards a file com-
pressing position, a latch slidably guided on said
base for engagement with.parts on the recep-
tacle for securing the follower in different file-
supporting adjustments, a releasing member
slidably confined on said hinged member and
having a lateral projection loosely engaging in
a slot in said lach to allow hinging movement
of -said hinged member without releasing the
latch, and a latch-actuating member slidably
confined on said hinged member and having a
lost motion connection with said releasing mem-
ber for moving the latter to release the latch.

6. In a filing device comprising a file recep-
tacle and a’ follower movable to different file-
supporting adjustments in the receptacle, the
improvement which comprises said follower com-

‘posed of a base adjustably mounted in the re-

-‘ceptacle, and a compressor member hinged at

50

55

60

its lower portion on said base, a spring that
urges said compressor member towards a file
compressing position, a latch slidably guided on
said base for engagement with parts on the re- -
ceptacle for securing the follower in different
file-supporting adjustments, a releasing plate
slidably confined on said hinged member and
having a lateral projection loosely engaging in
a slot in said latch to-allow hinging movement
of said hinged member without releasing the
latch, a latch-actuating plate slidably confined
on said-hinged member and having a lost motion
connection with said releasing plate for moving
the latter to release the latch, and a latch bar
connected to said actuating member and ar-
ranged to engage a part of said follower base to -
retain said hinged member in file-relieving posi-
tion.

7. In a filing device comprising a file recep-
tacle and a follower movable to different file-
supporting adjustments in the receptacle, the
improvement which comprises said follower
composed of a base adjustably mounted in the
receptacle, and a compressor member hinged at
its lower portion on said base, a spring that
urges said compressor member towards a file
compressing position, a latch slidably guided on
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said base for engagement with parts on the re-
ceptaele for securing the follower in different
file-supporting adjustments, a -releasing plate
slidably confined on said hinged member and
having a lateral projection loosely engaging in
a slot in said latch to allow hinging movement of
said hinged member without releasing the latch,
a latch~actuating plate slidably confined on said
hinged member and having 2 lost motion con-
nection with -said releasing plate for moving the
latter to release the latch, a latch bar connected
to said actuating plate and arranged to engage
a part of said follower base to retainisaid hinged
member in file-relieving position, and a spring
for urging said latch bar and actuating plate
toward said follower base.

8. In a filing device comprising a follower
movable to different file-supporting adjustments
in a file receptacle and comprising a -base mov-
ably mounted in the receptacle, a compressor

member hinged at its lower portion on said base, .

a spring that urges said hinged member towards
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& file-compressing position, and a latch on the
base -movable by gravity for securing the fol-
lower in different adjustments, the improvement
comiprising a releasing member slidable verti-
cally on said hinged member and having an ar-
ticulated connection with said 1atch to allow said
hinged member to swing without releasing said
lateh, a.latch-actuating member slidable verti-
cally on said hinged member and having a lost
motion connection with said releasing member,
a lateh bar attached to and movable with said
actuating. member and arranged to engage a
part o said base for retaining said hinged mem-
ber in a file-relieving position, and a spring
which urges said lateh bar toward said base, said
latch bar being operated to release said hinged
member by an initial movement of said actuat-
ing member and said base latch being released by
a further movement of the actuating member.

JAMES R. JONES.
VICTOR A, GRONEERG.



