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7o all utv7h0Tn , ii may concern: 
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN B. HAWSE, 

of Morrisville, in the county of Lamoille and . 
State of Vermont, have invented a new and 
useful Ini provement in the Construction of 
Tents; and I do hereby declare that the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
of the nature and operation of my said inven 
tion, taken in connection with the accompa inying drawings, making part of this specifica 
tion, in which Figure 1 is an elevation of the tent, and 
Fig. 2 a vertical elevation of the frame-work, 
with the canvas removed in front, The letters indicate like parts in both fig 
l’ES. -- -- -- -- 

The subject-matter of my invention relates 
to the construction of tents which are of a 
pyramidal or conical form, whicharesupported 
at the center or apex by a single pole. In 
such tents as usually constructed the sides 
extend from the apex to the ground unsup 
ported except by the tension of the canvas. 
This kind of tent is very simple in its con 
struction, but is objectionable because the 
inclination of the sides inward very much in 
commodes the occupants when standing, as 
at the height of the head the interior area is 
very mueh diminished unless the apex is car 
ried up to an objectionable height. y. 
My invention consists in the employment 

in the upper part of the tent, above the heads 
of the occupants, of a distending frame for 
carrying the sides outward, so that below the 
frazine they...may be nearly or quite perpen 
dicular, which frame is so constructed as to 
fold up to the tent-pole with the canvas, so 
as to be conveniently carried. By this means 
a much more commodious tent is obtained 
upon the same area of ground and with less 
height than those heretofore in use. The distending frame that I have employed 
and shown in the drawings is constructed 
substantially like that represented in the Let 
ters. Patent granted to the January 3, A. D. 
1860, for a clothes-drier, where a similar 
structufre is used to distcad the lines upon 
which the clothes are suspended for the pur 
pose of drying, excepting that in this case the 
long arms of the frame a replaced uppermost 
instead of below. 

In the drawings, A is the tent-pole, either 
set in the ground or ilì a socket a, asshown, 
as may be preferred. Upon this are fitted 
two hubs B and C, to the upper one of which 
B a series of radial arms D are jointed, upon 
which the upper portion of the canvas rests, 
and to the lower one C are jointed a corre 
sponding number of braces E, which are also 
jointed to the arms D, as shown. This frame 
in its structure and operation is analogous to 
the frame of an umbrella, the arms being ex 
tended or spread by bringing the hubs B and 
C toward each other or practically by raising 
the lower hub C, which is done by the cord 
F and pulleys G and II, and is secured by the 
eccentric catch K, as is done in my clothes 
drier hereinbefore referred to. - Iis the canvas, the upper part of which is 
made of a proper pyramidal form to fit the 
arms D of the disteiding frame, as is shown 
in the drawings, and give the roof of the tent 
the inclination desired. That part of the 
canvas below the frame which makes the 
walls of the tent may be made of any desira 
ble form, either vertical, as is shown, or in 
clined, as indicated by the red lines L., in 
which case the arms D of the distending frame 
would be made shorter, as is shown by the 
redlines at MI. . The canvas may be secured to the ground 
by any of the usual modes, and provided with 
a “fly' or any other analogous contrivances, 
and secured by guy-ropes in any desired man 
ner; but as my invention does not particu 
larly relate to such matters I shall not de 
scribe them further. In erecting the tent the pole A is first set 
up and the distending frame opened to a con 
siderable extent, when the canvas is secured to the ground in a proper position by tent 
pins, or otherwise. The frame is then further 
expanded by the cord F and pulleys until the 
propertension is given to the canvas. When 
the tent is taken down, the frame is folded up 
close to the pole and all are rolled up together 
in the canvas in a compact and convenient 
form for transportation. Now, I do not confine myself to the particu 
lar form of distending frame shown, as the 
construction may be modified and still re 
tain the properties of being, expanded to the 



extent desired ang of folding up when not ing frame for distending the upper part of a 
in use; but the one that I have shown Icon- tent, substantially as described. : ' 
sider the bestand have used it with the best October 4, 1861. ? 
result. - ???? 

Having thus set forth the nature, and op- , B. B. HAWSE ? 
eration of my invention, what I claim as new, "itnesses: 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is- J. P. CAPRON, 
The employment of an expanding andfold- T. CAPRON. ... ', ' 
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