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To all tuhon, it invogy conce77. 
Beit known that I, DANIEL J. GOLDEN, of 

Randolph, in the county of Norfolk and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Sporting-Boots, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates particularly to boots 

used in playing association foot-ball and 
other games involving frequent and some 
what violent contact between the upper or 
instep portion of the foot and a foot-ball or 
other game appliance. n 
The invention has particular reference to a 

boot of this character having an outside 
tongue covering the front opening in the up 
per and protecting the instep portion of the 
foot against injurious contact with the ball. 
The invention has for its object to provide 

improved means for securing an outside 
tongue to the portions of the upper in Such 
manner as to insure the covering of the greater 
portion of the lacing which fastens the boot, 
the same lacing which fastens the boot being 
utilized to secure and fasten the tongue. 
The invention consists in the improvements 

which I will now proceed to describe and 
claim. 
Of the accompanying drawings, forming a 

part of this specification, Figure 1 represents 
a perspective view of a boot embodying my 
invention, the lacing being tied. Fig. 2 rep 
resents a side elevation of the same, the lac 
ing being untied and the protecting-tongue 
loosened. Fig. 3 represents a transverse sec 
tion through the upper portion of the protect 
ing-tongue. 
The same letters of reference indicate the 

same parts in all the figures. 
In the drawings, a a represent portions of 

the upper which form the edges of the usual 
front opening in a boot of this character, the 
said edges being provided with a series of 
eyelets bor other means for engagingalacing c. 
d represents a tongue, which is preferably 

of stout leather similar to that of which the 
usual toe-cap e is made, the tongue and toe 
cap being preferably integral with each other, 
although, if desired, the tongue may be made 
as a separate piece stitched or otherwise se 
cured to the toe-cap or to the equivalent toe 
portion of the upper. The tongue disformed 
to extend nearly to the top of the ankle por 
tion, and its width is such that it overlaps 
those parts of the edge portions a a which are 
located between the lower and upper ends of 
the tongue. It is to be understood that I do 

not limit myself to the length of the tongue as 
illustrated, although I have shown it aster 
minating somewhat below the top, it being 
sufficient to extend the tongue upwardly far 
enough to cover and protect the instep por 
tion of the wearer's foot. The tongue d is 
provided at its upper portion with a pair of 
eyelets.ff, which are arranged to engage por 
tions of the lacing c, the latter passing from 
two of the eyelets b in the upper, through the 
eyelets.f, and from thence to other eyelets bat 
a higher point. The eyelets f are located 
considerably above the instep portion of the 
shoe, so that the only portion of the lacing 
that is exposed is at the extreme upper end of 
the tongue and is therefore not subject to 
wear and abrasion by contact with a foot 
ball. The entire outer surface of the tongue 
below the eyelets f is smooth and unob 
structed, the said portion covering the corre 
sponding portions of the lacing and protect 
ing the same from wear. 
gg represent wings or flaps affixed to the 

inner surface of the tongued at its upper por 
tion, the said flaps having two rows of eye 
lets h, arranged to coincide with a similar 
number of eyelets b, so that portions of the 
lacing can pass from the upper through the 
flaps g and back to the upper, as indicated in 
Fig. 2. The flaps g are wholly within and 
protected by the tongued, so that the por 
tions of the lacing which engage these flaps 
are protected by the tongue, the flaps and 
the eyelets therein providing for an extended 
and secure engagement between the tongue 
and the upper. 

It will be seen that the described improve 
ment provides a protecting-tongue which 
overlaps the edges of the front Opening from 
the toe portion of the upper to and above the 
instep and protects not only the wearer's foot, 
but also the main portions of the lacing 
which secures the boot, the tongue being Se 
cured by the same lacing. It will also be 
seen that the protecting-tongue attached to 
the upper at its end portions only and free to 
move or play independently at its central or 
intermediate portion enables the tongue to 
conform freely to the movements of the 
wearer's foot, so that it does not detract from 
the flexibility of the upper. 

I claim-- 
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1. Aboot having in its upper a front Open- . 
ing extending from the top of the ankle por 
tion to the toe portion, and provided with 
lacing-engaging means extending along the 
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edges of the opening, and an outside flexible tongue immovably secured to the toe portion tongue, immovably secured to the toe por 
tion of the upper and overlapping the said 
edges, the said tongue having means at its 
upper end and at a plurality of points below 
said upper end for engaging portions of the 
lacing, the lower portion of the tongue being 
free to play independently. 

2. Aboot having in its upper a front open 
ing extending from the top of the ankle por 
tion to the toe portion, and provided with 
lacing-engaging means extending along the 
edges of the opening, and an outside flexible 

of the upper and overlapping the said edges, 
the said tongue having eyelets in its upper 
end, and lips. On its under side below said 
eyelets, said lips containing eyelets, the eye 
lets in the tongue and lips being arranged to 
receive portions of the lacing. 

In testimony whereof Ihave affixed my sig 
nature in presence of two witnesses. 

DANIEL J. GOLDEN. 
Witnesses: 

C. F. BROWN, 
E. BATCHELDER. 


