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UNITED STATES

118,354

PATENT OFFICE.

ANTHONY JOSEPH TAAS, JR., OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANTA.

IMPROVEMENT IN TUNING-PINS FOR PIANOS.

- .
Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 118,354, dated August 22, 1871,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANTIIONY JOSEPH TTAAS,
Jr., of Philadelphia, county of Philadelphia,
State of Pennsylvania, have invented an Im-
provement, in Tuning-Pins for Pianos, of which
the following is a specification:

My invention consists in the eombination, with
two or more of the tuning-pins of a piano, of a
yoke or plate resting upon shoulders formed on
the said pins, and confined to the latter by tight-
ening-nuts, all as fully described hereafter; the
object of the arrangement being to lock and pre-
vent the turning of the tuning-pins and the con-
sequent slackening of the wires.

Figure 1 is a sectional view of a portion of a
piano with my improved tuning-pin, and Fig.
2 is a perspective view, showing the pins, coup-
ling-yoke, and tightening-nuts detached from
each other.

In an ordinary piano, each of the wires  » is
secured at one end to and wound upon a tuning-
pin, A, which can be turned for the purpose of
tightening or loosening the said wire and of im-
parting any degree of tension to the same. These
tuning-pins as ordinarily made are squared at
the upper ends « for convenience of turping them
by means of a wrench or other tool, and have
long tapering ends, b, which are adapted and
wedged into corresponding openings ¢ formed

for their reception in the rest-plank in the inte-.

rior of the piano. The constant strain of the

wires upon these pins has a tendency to turn and
loosen the latter, so that the wires are conse-
quently slackened and the piano put out of tnne,
the services of a tuner being therefore frequently

required for a piano which is subjected to much
use.

I have overcome this objection Ly construct-
ing and arranging the pins as follows: The
squared end « and tapering shank b are ve-
tained, but in addition to the sane the pin is
formed with a collar, b, above which is cut a
screw-thread, 4, adapted to the internal threads

of a nut, B, the latter being serewed down upou

a yoke, D, by which any two or more adjoining
pins can be coupled together, and which etfectu-
ally prevents the said pins from turning after
the tightening of the nuts. Another advantage
arising from the use of the coupling-yoke is that
it strengthens and prevents the bending of the
tuning-pins—an accident which is apt to result
from the constant pull and strain of the wires.

Any one of the pins may be adjusted in the
usual manner for the purpose of regulating the
tension upon the wire after loosening its nut B,
the latter being again tightened after the adjust-
ment of the pin.

I claim—

The combination, with two or more tuning-
pins, of a yoke, D, resting upon shoulders % ol
the said pins, and confined to the latter by nuts
B, all substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

ANTHONY J. FAAS, Jr.

Witnesses:
Wit A, STEEL,
I. B. RicnARDS,




