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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosHUA W. GRAY, a
resident of Chicago, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Line-Holders;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
afull, clear, and exact description thereof, ref-
cerence being had to the aceompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

This invention relatesto line-holdersof the
class in which the line, drawn from a fixed
point, is held by means of an eccentric or ro-
tary cam arranged to oppose a fixed plate;
and it has for its primary object to providea
construction in which the cam is more cer-
tainly and positively made to seize and hold
the line, when drawn taut, without manipula-
tion.

The invention has other and minor objects,
which will be pointed out in connection with
the following description thereof.

Inthe accompanying drawings, which illus-
trate my invention, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion illustrating the position of the device
when secured in place for use and the nor-
mally open and pendent position of the clamp-
ing cam-jaw when not in use, and also a line
being drawn taut over the cam in the act of
putting up or taking down the line. Fig. 2
is a corresponding side view illustrating the
cam drawn to the line into holding position
after relaxation of strain upon the portion of
the line whichis held in the hands. Fig. 3 is
a front view of the device, illustrating the
lateral direction of the portion of the line
that leads from theholder to another. Tig. 4
is a top view showing the form of the part
which supports the cam.

A represents a back plate adapted to be se-
cured by screws or similar means in a verti-
cal position to a flat surface of a post, build-
ing, or other object or structure.

B is a hook-formed bracket projecting for-
wardly from the back plate A at a right an-
gle thereto, said bracket having an arm b pro-
jecting laterally at its outer end generally
parallel with the back plate and a second arm
b’ directed inwardly from the end of the arm
b toward the back plate. From the inner end
of the short arm 0’ rises a projection 0%

C is a cam oreccentric pivoted upon a pin,
which is supported at its ends in the parallel
members of the arm B and occupies the re-
cess in said bracket. The cam C has its ec-
centric surface ¢ roughened and directed to-
ward the back plate. It isfree toturn upon
its pivot and is arranged to hang in a posi-
tion retracted from the back plate A when
not engaged by the line, thus affording snit-
able space for the ready infroduction of the
line between it and the back plate by first
throwing the slack line over the projection
b? and then dropping or drawing the depend-
ing part of the line sidewise to that position.
By thus pulling upon said depending part of
the line it slides overthe eccentric face of the
cam until taut, and then, upon the relaxation
of this pulling strain, the line, by contraction
of its strained portion leading to the holder
and by its engagement with the rough or ser-
rated surface of the cam, rotates the latter
upward in opposition to its own gravity and
causes it to clamp the line securely against
the back plate.

When the line is to be led from this holder
to another, this is usually done as illustrated
in Fig. 3—namely, by leading the portion car-
ried by the hands laterally beneath the long
arm of the bracket B to the next holder, with
which it is similarly engaged. In this man-
ner the line may be tightened in sections and
secured at as many points as may be desired.

It is to be observed that the back plate A
is secured in a vertical plane, which desir-
ably should be as nearly as practicable at a
right angle to the portion of the line leading
tothe holder. Albeit if thisisnot practicable
the rising projection ? will serve to guide the
line leading laterally to the holder from. the
side, while if the line leads to the holder from
the other side it will slide over the top edge
of the long arm of the bracket B.

In taking down the line a downward pull
upon the desecending part thereof in the fas-
tening rotates the cam away from the back
plate, and while the cam is held in this re-
tracted position a sidewise pull upon the line
withdraws it from between the cam and the
back plate, leaving ithanging loosely hooked
over the projection 4% and thus keeping it
from falling to the ground and becoming
soiled. No matter how elevated the holder,
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a whip of the line will throw it over this pro-
jection, and being seized at the proper place
for this purposeit is easily kept from falling
into the dirt.

It will often be mecessary to provide in a
series of such holders or in different places
some holders which are laterally open at the
right side and others which are open at the
left side—i. e., “‘rights and lefts.” This will,
of course, be done by casting the frames from
right and left patterns; but to enable a sin-
gle frame to be used either as a right or left
mounting for the always openly-depending
cam I propose to provide two projections 0*
upon such casting, so that one or the other
may project upwardly,whichever way the cam
may be mounted therein. Thus by driving
out the pivot of a holder originally service-
able as a right one the cam may be reversed
to make it serve for a left.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a line-holder, the combination of &
back plate provided with a bracket project-
ing outwardly therefrom, a stud projecting
upwardly from the end of the bracket at a
distance from the said back plate, and an
eccentric pivoted to said bracket in position
for its periphery to coact with the back plate
to grip an interposed line by upward move-
ment of the eccentric, the throat-opening
formed between the periphery of the eccentric
and the back plate being open at one side,
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whereby a line thrown transversely across
the upper surface of the bracket between said
stud and back plate and drawn downward
will enter said throat laterally and will en-
gage theeccentric, and upon release of draw-
ing strain will rotate the ececentric upwardly,
substantially as described.

2. In aline-holder, the combination with a
back plate provided with a bracket having
its outer end bent upon itself, the returned
end of which terminates at a distance from
said back plate and is provided with an up-
turned portion forming a stud which projects
above the upper surface of the bracket, an
eccentric pivoted between the returned end
and the main body of the bracket and ar-
ranged to coact with the back plate to gripa
line, and a stop adapted to arrest the rota-
tion of the eccenfric in that position in which
itismost remote from the back plate, whereby
a line being drawn to tautness over the ec-
centric will be made to slip thereon and will
rotate the eccentric backward to clamping
position upon relaxation of strain on saidline,
substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix mysignature in presence
of two witnesses. : ]
JOSHUA W. GRAY.
Witnesses:

WILLIS D. -SHAFER,
ALBERT H. GRAVES.
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