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Box No.ll Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.: 32-51

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

2. I:' Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. lll Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

-

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:' As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. |:| No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

m No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.1

Claims Nos.: 32-51

Claims 32 to 51 relate to a method for treatment of the human or animal
body by surgery, practised on the human or animal body, namely a method
of retrieving a tendon stump of a severed tendon (claims 32 to 42) and a
method comprising the steps of advancing a liner through a Tumen of a
tendon sheath and a needle through the liner (claims 43 to 51) (Rule 39.1
(iv) PCT). Consequently, no opinion will be formulated with respect to
the novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability of the
subject-matter of these claims (Article 17(2)(a)(i) PCT).
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-11

A needle covering and carrying device for covering a curved
needle and carrying the needle within a lumen of a tendon
sheath, the device comprising an elongate element having:a
first end;a second end opposite the first end; anda body
extending between the first and second ends, the body
defining an internal cavity for accommodating a curved
needle so that at least a penetrating tip of the needle is
disposed within the body, to protect the tendon sheath from
damage through contact with the tip during passage of the
needle within the sheath;in which at least part of the body
is pre-curved to accommodate the curved needle or is
deformable and capable of being deformed into a curved shape
so that it can accommodate the curved needle.

2. claims: 12-31, 52-61

An assembly for use in repairing a severed tendon, the
assembly comprising:

a threading element adapted to transit along a lumen of a
tendon sheath; and

a liner for lining an internal surface of the tendon sheath,
the liner defining an internal passage along which a tendon
stump can pass during transit along the Tumen, the liner
acting to restrict contact between the tendon stump and the
internal surface of the tendon sheath;

in which the liner is adapted to be releasably coupled to
the threading element so that it can be drawn into the
tendon sheath by the threading element and located within
the lumen, and then released from the threading element so
as to reside within the lumen.

Or a kit for use in repairing a severed tendon, the kit
comprising:

an elongated tubular liner defining a lumen, the liner being
radially collapsible or foldable to a reduced diameter for
insertion through a tendon sheath and expandable to
accommodate a needle advanced through the liner when the
liner is positioned in the tendon sheath.
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