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Application filed July 14,1893,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. BENNETT,
of Bennetisville, in the parish of Rapides
and State of Louisiana, have invented anew
and Improved Cane-Loading Apparatus, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact
description.

My invention relates to improvements in
devices for loading cane into ears; and the
object of my invention is to produce an ex-
tremely simple,inexpensive, strong and easily
operated apparatus by meansof which aquan-
tity of cane, sufficient to fill an ordinary cart,
may be easilylifted and quickly dumped into
the cars so as to lie straight therein in the
same way that it would lle if packed in by
hand.

To these ends my invention consists of cer-
tain features of construction and combina-
tions of parts,as will be hereinafter described
and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a broken side elevation, partly
in section on the line I—1 in Fig. 2, of the
apparatus embodying my invention. Fig. 2
isa detailside elevation of the movabledump-
ing head or frame which carries the chains
which supportthe cane; and Fig. 3 is a broken
plan view of the outstretched chains and
connecting ribs which support the cane and
which serve as a sort of basket to enable it to
be raised and dumped.

The apparatus is provided with a suitable
derrick, comprising a mast 10 mounted on a
suitable base 11, the ordinary swinging boom
12, which is pivoted to the mast, as shown at
13, and braces 13* for the mast. Suspended
from the free end of the boom is the dump-
ing head or frame 14 which has a suitable
base sill 14* and which is also provided with
stiffening braces 15 and has at the top the
pulley 16 which lies on the suspending and
hoisting rope 17, this being secured to the free
end of the boom and passing beneath the pul-
ley 16, thence over a pulley 18 near the free
end of the boom and thence downward
through the mast 10 and over a guide pulley
19. Any suitable power may be applied to

the cable so as to cause the pulley 16 and the
dumping head or frame carried thereby to be
raised or lowered.

The dumping head or frame is provided
with a vertical weight box 20, in which slides
the weight 21, and thls is secured to a cable
29 which runs over a guide pu]ley 23 in the
upper portion of the welfrht box and extends
outward and is secured to the tripping lever
24 the weight being sufficiently heavyto hold
the free end of the lever 24 in a raised posi-
tion, as shown in Fig. 1, and the lever has
gseveral branches 25 extending downward
through the frame 14,said arms being pivoted
at 26 in the frame, and each branch of the
lever terminates at its lower end in a curved
head 27 which is adapted to engage one of

the bars 28 of the cane supporting chains or

baskets so as to throw the said bar out of its
supporting hooks and thus dump the load in
the basket, as deseribed below. These bars
28 are arranged at the ends of the chains 29,
which, with their connecting cross ribs 30,
form the basket in which the load of cane is
carried. The bars 28 are loosely secured to
the chains so that they may roll easily, as this
enables them to be more easily forced from
the hooks 31 which are secured to opposite
gides of the frame or head 14 and in which
the bars 28 lie.. The free end, that is the
longer end of the tripping lever 24, is con-
nected toa cord 32, and this eord runs down-
ward through a guide eye 383 on the mast 10
and terminates in a weight 34 which is suffi-
cient to take up the slack of the cord. It will
be seen that by pulling downward on the cord,
the upper end of the lever 24 is pulled down-
ward and the curved heads 27 of the lever
thrown upward and outward so as to force
one of the bars 28 from the hooks 31, thus per-

-mitting the chains 29 to straighten out. The

boom is adjusted by means of a cable 36,
whichis secured to the upper end of the mast
10, as shown at 37, passes around the pulley
35 on_ the free end of the boom, thence back
through the mast over a pulley 38 thereon,
and thence downward around the pulley 19,
whereit may connect with any snitablesource
of power.

The device is used as follows: The basket
comprising the chains 29, ribs 30, and bars 28
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is placed in the empty wagon or cart bed, and
the cane isloaded uponit. Theloaded wagon
or cart is then driven beneath the dumping
head or frame 14, which can be adjusted by
the eable 36 which is lowered, and the bars 28
are hooked upon the hooks 31. Then theload
is hoisted by the cable 17 and swung over the
car, after which the tripping cord 32ispulled
80 as to release one of the bars28. The head
or frame 14 is then raised by the cable17,thus
drawing the basket from beneath the load
and leaving the latter straight in the car or
any other conveyance it may be loaded in.

Having thus described my invention; I
claim as new and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent—

1. Anapparatusof the kind described, com-
prising a basket having a plurality of con-
nected chains with end cross bars, a hoisting
frame or head having supports on the sides to
carry the cross bars, means for raising and
lowering it, and a tripping lever to force the
cross bars from their seat on the head or
frame, substantially as described.

2. Anapparatusof the kind described, com-
prising a head or frame, a hoisting device for

b

raising or lowering it, hooks on opposite sides
of the head or frame, a basket comprising a
plurality of connected chains with end eross
bars adapted to lie in the hooks of the head
or frame, and a tripping lever pivoted in the
head or frame and having a plurality of
curved heads to engage and throw outone of
the cross bars, substantially as deseribed.

3. Anapparatusof thekind desecribed, com-
prising a suitable derrick, a head or frame
carried by the boom of the derrick and pro-
vided with hooks upon its opposite sides, a
basket comprising a plurality of connected
chains having end cross bars to lie in the
hooks of the head or frame, a tripping lever
pivoted in the head or frame and having a
plurality of curved heads to engage and throw
out one of the basket cross bars, a weight to
hold the tripping lever out of engagement
with the cross bar, and a cord secured to the
lever to pull it against the tension of the
weight, substantially as deseribed.

’ GEORGE W. BENNETT.

Witnesses:

W. J. S. JOHNSON,
A. A. PooLE.

30

35

40

45




