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2 Clalms

Thls invention relates toa sole and heel ap-
plicator to" be used for:applying color and polish
to the upper and lateral faces of the sole.edge

. extension of a_ shoe and to the:lateral; surfaces
5. of the heel, :

‘In:cleaning shoes.the general public has al-
ways - left the welts or: upper:faces of ‘the sole
extensions' and - the lateral faces of ‘the ‘soles

.. of their shoes uncleaned. This is true with all
1 sports shoes, particularly ‘white shoes.’ With this

device 'such untidy appearance may be readily
corrected It is ‘extremely easy to use and in-
expensive to manufacture. ‘If a suitable inking

;-Huid or dyeing polish is used, it is ‘only neces-
15 sary to go over the parts of the shoe once, thus

saving ' considerable time.in getting the desired
finished appearance. Such a finished - appear-
ance of the shoes will g1ve 8 person an immacu-
late ensemble. :

20 - The object of the invention is to provide &
simple and efficient apphcator for the above pur-
poses.

Another obJect of the invention is: to provide

..~ an’ applicator which is ‘inexpensive in construc-

25 tion, sturdy in character, and extremely dura,ble
in use.

‘Further object of the invention is to- p10v1de
an applicator which may be. used to clean and
polish the conspicuous parts of the heel and out-

30 sole-quickly and neatly,

Additional ‘object of. the invention is to pro-
vide an applicator or cleaning apparatus whose
“cleaning surfaces are so arranged relative to one
another that the said surfaces may be conven-

85 iently  placed in contact w1th the -parts to be
cleaned -or colored.

Other objects of the invention will become ap-
parent- from the following description- taken . in
‘conjunction with the drawing and  from the

40 claims hereinafter set forth;

For a better understanding of the 1nvent10n
reference may be had to the drawing illustrat-
ing a preferred form thereof, wherein:

Fig. 1 represents .a vertical section .of the
assembled applicator,

Fig. 2 shows in perspectwe view an element of
the applicator,

Fig. 3 represents a detail elevation of a back-
50 ing strip or element. ‘

Fig, 4 indicates in perspective. a partlal assem-
bled view of the applicator.

Fig. 5 represents a fragmentary cross-section
of a shoe, showing a mmanner of using the ap-

58 Pplicator.

45

" sorbent -element which it engages.
“several important .exceptions.
-overlie the length of protrusion 12;. and it is’

(CL 15—210)

Fig. ‘6 represents a modlﬁcatlon of the 1nven-
tion as seen in section.

Referring . to" Fig. 1, the applicator is. repre-
sented in-one of its forms.’ The receptacle I,
containing 4 cleaning or polishing liquid 2; may &
have“a backing element 3 mounted securely on
8 screw-cap 4. An absorbent. oi fluid-retaining
element § of substantial thickness may be held
on the backing element. or strip '3 by means of
punched. clips 6, or: by any means that will not 10
interfere with its absorbing qualities. The ab-

.sorbent  element-§ ‘and 'its backing strip -3 are

shown substantially coextensive, their lower ends
being immersed in the liquid- 2.

It is intended that the receptaclé § shall pro- 15‘
vide ‘a satisfactory handle for ‘the  applicator.
While the lower portion of the rod-like absorb-..
ent element'§ may be of rectangular or other con-
venient cross-sectional outline, its upper portion,
which extends above the cap & of the recéptacle 20
I, is of particular shape.. A head portion T ‘ex-
tends laterally from the upper end of the absorb-,
ent element 5 at: an angle which ‘is approxi-
mately a‘ right angle.  The head portion 7 is in-
tegral with the eléement 5 from which it may be- 28
partially separated by a slit-8 which forms a
continuation -of: a: lower or operative face § of
said ‘head-portion. 7.. The head portion 7 has a
downwardly and outwardly inclined: upper face
10 which produces a wedge-shaped profile hav- 30 .

“ing a-rather thin edge, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. .
“Fig. 2 indicates. also the pointed nature of the

head portion T as seen in plan.

Additional operative surfaces are provided by
the front face Il of the element 5'and a tib-like, 35
rectangular protrusion 12.° The protrusion 12 is
an'infegral part of the element 5 and extends
downwardly from the upper-end thereof near the
rear edge of a side 13. i :

Generally speaking, the backing strip 3, which 40
may be of any suitable material; is coextensive
with the back face and upper face 10 of the ab-‘
There are
Strip 3 does not’

provided with an enlarged upper end 14 of spear
shape crimped over the curved edges of the upper
face. 10 of the head portion 7T so-as to define a
stiff marginal edge of uniform width for inser- 50
tion in the welt crease of a shoe in ‘s manner to.
be described. Part of the lower or operative face
9 bulges below its edge to insure .contact with

.upper :or welt face A of the outsole C,

An unbent’ rectangular projection {5 on the 55
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spear-shaped end 14 coincides with the upper
end of the protrusion 12.
The modified absorbent element 58 shown in

Fig, 6 differs only in. its unsht upper end and

head portions.

In applying the element 5 to the upper face
A and Iateral face B of the outsole C of a shoe
D (Fig. 5), the lower face 9 on the element §
comes in contact with the upper face A and the
front face 11 comes in contact with the lateral
face B. “As the width of the upper face A of
sole C varies from the heel breast to the toe end
of the shoe D, the slit 8 separating the head por-
tion T and the absorbent element 5 tends to give
said front face {1 an adjusting movement in-
dependent of the head portion 7, thus reaching
every visible part of the upper or welt face A
and lateral face B of the sole. The compacted
lines of Fig. 5 show the nature of the independent
adjusting movement, as the absorbent-element 5§
is compressed near its head portion 1. i

It is to be noted that the lower face 9 of the
head portion T extends. outwardly of the absorb-
ent element 5 for a distance approximating the
narrowest part of the sole extension of a shoe
with which it is to be used, in order that the
adjacent surface {1 of .said absorbent element
will at all times contact the lateral edge face of
a sole throughout its height, and that the effec-
tive length of the lower face of the head por-
tion may be increased by compression of the
absorbent. element adjacent thereto. This func-
fion is inherent in the modification of Fig. 6.

The protrusion 12 forms a cleaner which as an
integral part of the absorbent element 5§ may be
used to. clean the heel as well as to touech up

~ other parts of the shoe.. The protrusion {2 abuts
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used as. &

the enlarged end {4 of the backing strip 3 so that
the projection {5 on the backing strip 3 may be
guide when protrusion (2 is com~-
pressed in cleaning the heel or other parts of the
shoe. Obviously, the protrusion 12 will be of a
length somewhat greater than the height of the
heel. ' .

When passing from the sole extension to the
heel of ‘a-shoe with this device, it is necessary
only to rotate the receptacle | slightly to pre-
sent the protrusmn 12 to the edge face of the
heel.

2,208,153

It is to be understood, however, that while I
have shown and described the preferred embodi-
ment of my invention, I do not limit myself to
the precise construction herein disclosed and the
right is reserved to all changes and modifica-
tions coming within the scope of the 1nvent10n
as defined in the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

1. A shoe applicator including an elongated
absorbent element and a backing strip which is
secured thereto, said absorbent element having
a generally wedge-shaped head portion project-
ing laterally from one end thereof with the
thinner portion outward and partially separated
from the main portion of said element by a slit
which extends transversely of said element from
the line of intersection of the lower face of said
wedge-shaped portion with the main portion
thereof,‘ and said strip being arranged as a fac-
ing on the side of the absorbent element toward
which the slit extends and on the upper face of

10

15

20

said wedge~shaped head portion in order to aid

insertion of the head portion into the welt crease
of a shoe and to protect. the shoe upper.

2. A shoe applicator including an  elongated
absorbent element of substantial thickness and
a backing strip securéd thereto, said absorbent
element having a generally wedge~shaped head

portion projecting approximately at right angles-

from. one end thereof with its thin edge outward,
the lower face of the head portion extending
outwardly of the absorbent element for a dis-
tance approximating the narrowest part of the
sole extension of a shoe with which it'is to be
used, in order that the adjacent surface of said
absorbent element will at all times contact the
lateral edge face of a sole throughout its height
and that the effective length of the lower face
of the head portion may be increased by com-
pression of the absorbent element adjacent there-
to when a. wider portion of the sole extension is
encountered, and said strip extending along a
side of the absorbent element opposite from that
arranged to-contact the sole and over the upper
face of the head portion, so as to aid insertion
of the head portion in the welt crease of a shoe
and to shield the shoe upper from the absorbent
element, :
HERBERT BERGGRUEN.
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