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This invention relates generally to garments,
and more particularly to infants wearing ap-
parel such as creepers, rompers and the like.
While children’s garments of the above descrip-
tion are quite well known, the present invention
deals with a particular garment structure which
is not only extremely economical from the manu-
facturer’s standpoint, bui also possesses certain
novel features which render the garment espe-
cially practical and desirable.

One of the objects of the present mventxon is
to provide a garment constructed of substan-
tially one-piece front and rear members sewed
together along their sides, and wherein each of
the members is composed of upper and lower gar-
ment portions connected with one another by a
relatively broad waistband portion, and wherein
the material used has the physical property of
being expansible one-directionally, such as lat-
erally in respect to the vertical axis of the gar-
ment, and wherein the lower garment portion is
provided at its interior face with a moisture-
proof inlay or lining which is composed of front
and rear members extending from below the
waistband downwardly, and which are secured
along their edges with the united edges of the
garment material, and wherein the neck portion
and the leg portions of the garment are pro-
vided with continuous bands of the same type of
material used for the garment portions, and
which bands are expansible circumferentially,

these bands comprising strips of material bent.

upon themselves and forming tubular end struc-
tures associated at their meeting edges with the
edges of the upper and lower garment portions.
Another object of the present invention is the
provision of a garment structure of the type in-
dicated, wherein the upper and lower garment
portions and the sleeve portions are made of one-
directionally expansible, relatively closely knitted
material, while the waistband portion is made
preferably, but not necessarily, with two parts
of a similar one-directionally expansible knitted
material of a more closely knitted structure, such
as ribbing, while the neck band and the leg bands
--comprise continuous tubular circumferentially
“ expansible structures made from a ribbing ma-

.. terial similar to that from which the waistband

is made, but being of a finer texture, and where-
in the rear portion of the neck band is rein-
forced up to the shoulders of the garment to limit
the expansion of the rear portion of the neck
collar while permitting full expansion of the
front.portion of the collar, and wherein at least
one of the shoulders is openable and compnses
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a lower and an upper portion and means for con-
necting these portions, and wherein the lower
garment portions terminates in a relatively short
and simple crotch structure with overlapping
crotch flaps, and with which flaps are associated
fastening means for holding the flaps in adjacent
and overlapping position with one another.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide a garment of the type and structure in-
dicated, and wherein in substitution of a waist-
band with wide ribbing, the front and rear gar-
ment members are made of single, continuous
pieces of material, including the waisthand, which
latter is formed by folding the garment mate-
rial inwardly along two distanced parallel lines,
and wherein the thus formed waistband is pro-
vided along the hip portions with individual, in-
teriorly disposed elastic elements for normally
drawing together the waist portlons of the gar-
ment.

A further object of this invention is fo provide
a garment made of knitted material so that it
may expand in one direction only, and wherein
all portions of the garment sewed together arc
connected by overlock stitching, and wherein a
moistureproof lining is permanently secured
within the lower portion of the garment by the
same type of stitching. .

The foregoing and still further objects and
other advantages of the present invention will
become more fully understood from the. ensuing
description in connection with the accompanying
drawings, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a plan view or front elevation of one
form of the garment in accordance with the pres-
ent invention;

Fig. 2 is a section taken on 11ne 2—2 through
Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a bottom view of the garment shown
in PFig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a partial plan view of the garment

turned inside out disclosing the manner of unit-

ing the various garment parts;
Fig. 5 is a section taken on line 5—5 through

T Pig, 4;

‘Fig. 6 Is a plan view or front elevation of a
modified form of the garment; and

Fig. 7 is a section taken on line T—T through
Fig. 6.

Referring now to Figs. 1 to 5, numeral i0 de- .
notes the front member of the garment, whereas
numeral {l indicates the rear member thereof
and which members are permanently untted with
one another along their edges by overlock stitch-
ing S, employed throughout the manufacture of
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this garment, where practicable. Both garment
members comprise upper portions 13 and (¥,
lower portions 14 and {4’, and & waistband pref-
erably, - but not necessarily composed of front
and rear mid or waistband portions {5 and (5.
The upper garment portions are provided with
sleeves 16 having turned-in ends (7. The neck
of the upper portions comprises a continuous tu-
bular structure made of a ribbing material, simi-
lar to that employed in the waistband, but being
of a finer texture, and which tubular structure
constitutes a continuous collar {8 which is ex-
pansible circumferentially. The left-hand shoul-
- der of the garment is openable and has lower
and upper ends which are provided with suitable
fastening means indicated at 8.

Along the rear and secured to collar {8 is a
reinforcing element 20, attached over overlock
stitching S by simple stitching 20’, and which
element extends with one of its ends over the left
shoulder, while its other end terminates over the
right shoulder. This reinforcing element is in-
tended to limit the expansion of the rear por-
tion of collar 8. A similar continuous collar
construction is provided at the lower ends of the
skirt or bottom portion 14. These leg collars are
indicated at 21 and comprise continuous tubu-
lar structures similar to that shown in section in
Fig. 2. The overlapping ends of the leg collars

and the mid areas of skirt portions I4 and 14" -

constitute front and rear crotch flaps 22 and 22’,
provided with suitable fastening means 23 for
keeping these flaps in their intended closed posi-
tion. The waistband portions i5 and {5’ may be
made of sidewisely expansible ribbing with rela-
tively widely spaced, vertically disposed ribs,
whereas the material used in the upper and
lower garment portions, including the sleeves, is
made of knitted goods so placed that it is ex-
pansible in horizontal direction only.

The lower garment portion is preferably lined
with moistureproof material 24 which extends
from the lower edge 25 of the waistband to the
inner edges of leg collars 21 and the inner edges
of crotch flaps 22 and 22’. The sides of the lining
are secured to the united sides of the lower gar-
ment portions {4 and 14’. The lining comprises
front and rear parts.

In the modified form shown in Figs. 6 and 7,
the garment is again composed of front and rear
members 10’ and 11’ which are of a continuous
pattern and include waistband portion 26. This
waistband portion is formed by folding inwardly

a portion of the material along two spaced lines,

as clearly seen in Fig. 7, and along the interior
parts of the hip areas of the waistband there'are
secured to the bent-in waistband edges symmet-
rically disposed elastic elements 21 which are
intended to draw together the waist portion of
the garment. In every other respect the garment
structure in the modified form shown in Pigs. 6
and 7 is identical with that described in connec-
tion with Figs. 1 to 5.

Both modifications employ preferably knitted
fabrics expansible in one direction only. As
stated, the waistband in the embodiment shown
in Fig. 1 is made of ribbing, while the waistband
in the modified form shown in Fig. 6 is made
of the same material as the lower and upper gar-

- ment portions, and elastic elements are inserted
along the hip areas of the waistband in that
. modification, but in every other respect both
garment structures are practically identical.
Particular attention is invited to reinforcement
20 at the expansible neck collar, which reinforce-
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ment extends to the shoulder portions of the
garment and provides a positive support for the

‘neck of the child. In other words by prevent-~

ing the expansion of neck band {8 in the rear a
relative firmness is fmparted to the garment
shoulder and neck portions.

The construction of the crotch flaps is of a de-
cided advantage in that it permits the ready
opening and closing of the lower portion of the
garment so that changing of diapers is facilitated.

As stated previously, the moistureproof lining
at the interior face of the lower garment por-
tion terminates on top at the lower edge of the
waistband and at the bottom at the upper edges
of the leg collars and crotch flaps. Both the
waistband and the collars being resilient, they
have the tendency of drawing together the ad-
joining edges of the moistureproof material,
thereby facilitating the retention of moist diapers
within the lower garment portion, the walstband
preventing the creeping up of the diaper, whereas
leg bands 21 prevent the falling of the lower
diaper ends:

The moistureproofed skirt of the garment de-

5 pending from a one-directionally expansible

waistband may be used either in connection with

" upper garment portions as shown in the draw-

ings, or may be applied to garments of other
types, such as long-sleeve winter or sleeping out-
fits or sleeveless summer or sunning suits; such

" application being obvious, illustrations of such
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garment types are omitted.
While in the above description only two spe-
cific forms of the present invention are described,

5 it is quite obvious that changes and improvements

may be incorporated therein without departing
from its scope, as defined in the annexed claims.

I claim:

i. In an infant’s garment, a relatively wide
waistband composed of front and rear parts
joined along their sides and being made from
one-directionally expansible material, such as
knitted fabric, a skirt portion depending frém
the lower edge of the waistband and being com-
posed of front and rear parts joined along their
sides and having leg portions provided with tu-
bular leg collars, said leg portions terminating at
their lower ends in overlapping crotch flaps pro-
vided with fastening means for holding the flaps
in their overlapping, closed position, a moisture-
proof lining composed of front and rear parts
provided at the interior of the skirt portion, the
upper-edges of the lining parts being secured to
the lower edge of the waistband, the sides of the
lining being jointly united with the sides of the
skirt material, and the lower edges of the lining
parts being joined with the upper edges of the
leg collars and of the flaps.

2. A garment having sidewisely and perma-
nently united front and rear members composed
of upper and lower garment portions having
neck and leg-enclosing formations respectively,
and being connected by a relatively broad waist-
band, the upper and lower garment portions be-
ing made from one-directionally expansible fab-
ric, the waistband being made from two pieces of
a similar but more resilient fabric, circumferen-
tially expansible collar and leg bands provided,
respectively, at the neck and at the leg-enclosing
formadtions, an overlapping, detachably connected
crotch structure between the leg bands, and &
moistureproof lining, composed of front and rear
elements, applied to the entire interior surfaces
of the front and rear members of the lower gar-
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ment portion and being permanently secured to
the united side edges of the latter and to the
lower edge of the waistband.

3. A garment having front and back members,
each member consisting of upper and lower gar-
ment portions, a relatively broad waistband made
of front and back elements connecting the re-
spective garment portions; the edges of the front
and back members in both upper and lower gar-
ment portions and the ends of the waistband ele-
ments being permanently united along the sides
of the garment, the entire garment being made
from one -directionally expansible material
adapted to give laterally with respect to the ver-
tical center line of the garment, a neck forma-
tion at the upper garment portion and a con-

tinuous collar band being expansible circumfer-

entially provided at the neck, leg formations at
the lower garment portions having continuous,
circumferentially expansible leg bands, said leg
formations converging to form overlapping
crotch flaps provided with fastening means for
holding them together, and a moistureproof lin-
ing at the interior surface of the lower garment
portion and being composed of front and rear
parts, permanently connected at their upper edges
to the lower edge of the waistband, the lower
edges of the lining terminating at the upper edges
of the leg bands and at the edges of the crotch
' flaps, and being permanently attached to these
edges, the sides of the lining being fixedly secured
to the permanently united sides of the lower gar-
ment portions.

4. A garment having upper and lower garment
portions made of fabric expansible in lateral di-
rection, and having, respectively, neck and leg-
enclosing formations, a relatively broad waist-
band connecting said garment portions and be-
ing expansible in the same direction, collars pro-
vided at the neck and leg-enclosing formations
and heing made of circumferentially expansible
fabrie, the back of the neck collar having a re-
inforcing band limiting the expansion of the
neck collar back portion; the lower garment por-
tion terminating in a crotch construction com-
prising two overlapping crotch flaps provided
with fastening means for holding them in over-
lapping, connected position; and a moistureproof
lining at the interior of the lower garment por-
tion and extending from the lower edge of the
waistband to the upper edges of the leg collars
and of the crotch flaps, sald lining comprising
front and rear portions which are permanently
secured along their edges to the joined side edges
of the lower garment portions, to the lower edge
of the waistband and to the upper edges of the
leg collars and of the crotch flaps.
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5. A garment having sidewisely united front
and rear garment portions, made of one-direc-
tionally expansible material and having waist
and skirt members and a waistband composed of
front and rear elements, all forming continua-
tions of one another, the waistband visibly sepa.-
rating the waist and skirt members, a neck open-
ing formed in the waist member, leg portions
formed with the skirt member, circumferentially
expansible bands provided at the neck and at
said Jeg portions being made from a material
similar to but stretchable less than the material
from which the garment portions are made, a
pair of individual, resilient elements provided at
the interior hip areas of the waistband and being
disposed symmetrically to one another, the skirt
member having between its leg portions a crotch
formation with separably overlapping flaps, and
a moistureproof lining at the interior of the skirt
member composed of front and rear parts per-
manently secured to the lower edge of the waist-
band, to the sides of the garment and to the up-
per edges of the expansible leg bands and of the
crotch formation.

6. A'garment having attached upper and lower
portions and a waistband, the lower garment por-

. tion having frént and rear members secured to-

gether along their side edges and terminating in
leg-enclosing formations provided with circum-
ferentially expansible bands and overlapping
crotch flaps, the latter having fastening means
for holding the flaps in overlapping, closed posi-
tion; a moistureproof lining provided for and
covering the interior faces of the front and rear
members of the lower garment portions and be-
ing fixedly secured to the side edges of these
front and rear members and to the lower edge
of the waistband. )
ERNEST BUCHLER.
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