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This invention relates to improved means

for stretching-and drying to shape articles re-
quiring such treatment, and is particularly de-.

signed for use with what are known as uni-
form cap covers. .

Cap covers which are used by military and
naval forces as covers for uniform caps are

made of duck or like material, which shrinks
when washed, and is. therefore difficult to be

properly positioned upon uniform caps.
Such caps include a band portion and a
crown or bell portion and these must be
stretched alike at the same time. The stretch-
ing device must be inserted into the cap
through the relatively small band portion and
then expanded to strétch both band and. bell
' I have, therefore, provided 4
unit stretcher which may be collapsed and
readily inserted through the band and into
the ‘bell portion of the cap or cap cover, as
the case may be, and have joined the expand-
ing portions with a suitable linking, expand-
ing and locking means. ,
‘While cap blocks have been used,; these are
ordinarily of complicated and bulky construc-

tion and are not easily carried about and used..
When these cap blocks are of solid segments,

such segments must be inserted one at a time
and then expanded. - With such blocks-a con-
siderable space is left between each segment
after the whole device isexpandedsothat when
blocked the cap or cap cover has an uneven
I have, therefore, provided nesting
nental shells in which the extremities of

5 the segments when expanded are relatively

close together and may, indeed, practically
abut; so that only a small part of the circum-

ference of the cap or cover is unsupported .

when the device is expanded to stretch it.

An object, therefore, of this invention is to
provide a cap cover stretcher particularly de-
signed to conform. with the exterior dimen-
sions and contour of a uniform cap.

A further object is to provide means for
stretching the paits of the device to a prede-
termined dimension, and lock the same in
such position. ' s ‘

A further object is to so design the parts

that they may collapse and nest together into -

a compact whole when not in use. .
A further object is to link together the
stretching element so that the parts thereof

- will not become separated and lost, this link
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acting as a guide to associate the parts when

being nested, to expand the parts when in:

use, and. lock the same in either expanded or
nested position. L

With the above and other ohjects in- view
which ‘will appear as the description pro-
ceeds, the invention resides in the combination

-and arrangement of parts, and in the details

of construction hLereinafter described afid
claimed, it being understood that changes n
the precise embodiment of the invention here-
in disclosed may be made within the scope-of
what is claimed without departing from the
spirit of the invention: :
‘Referring to the drawings: ,

Figure 11s a perspective view of my device
showing its application’ within a cap cover
of the type described, the paris being shown
in position to stretch and hold the cap cover;

TFigure 2 is'a plan view of the device ex-
panded; oo :

Figure 3 is a plan view of the device, the
link connection being partly folded, and the
segments, or stretcher parts, in position to be
nested;

- Figure 41s a
nested; and

Figure 5 is a longitudinal section: _

Referring to the drawings the cap cover A

plan view showing the parts

60;
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and crown extension B are shown in position

upon the stretcher in Fig. 1 of the drawing.
The stretcher comprises a plurality of shells

85

or hollow segments 5 and 6. These are each -

of thin, stiff metal and may be spun-to shape
and size or pressed to shape between suitable
dies, and consist of a main body portion 7

‘having atone edge an inturned flange 8. Ex-

tending at an angle to the main body portion
is a crown engaging portion 9, this being in-
turned to form a flange 10. -
Secured by pivots 11 and 12 to these in-
turned flanges and to extension 14, carried by
the body and crown portions, I provide a
U-shaped link 15 which extends inwardly
from and within the extent of the segment 5.
Links 16 and 17 are pivoted at 18 and 19
to the flange and extension 14" and extend
within the extent of the segment 6. - These ex-
tensions may be integral with the shell-like
segments. : . :
The links 16 and 17 and the U-shaped link or
bail 15, are pivoted together at 20 and 21, the
distance between the pivot points 11—12 and
20—21 being less than between the pivots
18—19 and 20—21 so that when it is desired
to collapse the stretcher the segment 5 may
swing about the pivots 20—21 to nest within
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the segment 6 as shown by dotted lines in Fig-
ure 5. As the object of this construction is to
allow the one segiment to be rotated at the end
of its link about the point 20—21 as a cmlfm,
so that the one segment may nest within the
other, the distance between the points 11—12
and ZO and the points 18—19 and 20, umy
be made equal, and the pivot points 18
be positioned in a somewhat broader ﬁanfre
and more extended support 14’, not shown.
The height of the cegment 6 1s greater than

the huOhL of the segment § at their respec-
tive exterior p()lmons the height of the seg-
ment 5 Increasing somewhat Toward its ex-
tremities and. the nelohu of the segment § de-
creasing somewhat fowards its extremitios.
THe segment 6 is ‘dapiud to form the cap
cover to the shape of the front of a uniform
cap and the segment 5 is similarly adapted to
fom the cap cover to the shape of the back
of a mniform cap. The segments are eccen-
trically fixed.

The link 16 is notched LLt 29 to acrommo-

date the pin 23 on the bail 15. This pin and
notch act as a stop to l)onmop the links in
their extended position, in which poqaon
the segments 5 and 6 ave extended to fully
stretch the cap cover in its elements A and 13
described. (‘ ther means, not shown, may be
provided in lien of the pin and alot, ag for
instance a snap or catch between the mem-
bers; or a depression in one link to coact with
a nipple in the other link.
e he link tog OIe illustrated may be brolken
as shown in Il“‘ 3 and the segments rotated
about the plvoto 20—21 etc., bo the position
shown 1n Fig. 4. In this position a move-
ment of the link in the erectwn of the arrow
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shown in Fig. 4 will nest the links within the
extent of the previously nested segments.” In
this position the segments are sabstanuaﬂy
Jocked against relative moverent until the

links a are swuny backtoa posmoﬂ radial with

regard to the two nested segments.

While in the foregoing "I have qesu‘ib ed
specific structure and have mentioned only
certain modifications, it will be appreciated
tu% in practice I do not limit myselt to such

secific details as herein set forth, but may
wamt to any practical modifications [‘alhnn
within the scope of the claims.

What 1 claim s:

1. A stretcher for hats <oui’p'
ments, one segment being smia
uiher segment, pivoted link
segments, the distance botween fr g } 1\(){% of
one link being less than on the other, the linlks
being foldable in the plane of the segments.

9. A streteher for nnitorin eap covers com-
prising segments, one segment being smaller
than the other seoment, links pivoted between
the <eﬁme:li.;, and p}vow between the free
ends of the links and the “egmﬂm the dis-
ance between the pivots of one link being less
Lian on the other, Whero by the links may be

stated to fold within the segments and the
egments may be nested cne within the other.
3. A stretcher for hats comprising two seg-
ments, one of the segments being smwhcr than
the other segment “to permit of its ; nesting
within the other gegment, and pivoted: con-
necting links thelebetwwﬂ the distance be-
tween the pivots of one link being lese than
on the other.

Inte hnmnv whereof T affix - my s wnatur
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