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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

OTTO H. HASSELMAN, OF INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA. 

ELECTION-BOOTH. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 438,624, dated October 21, 1890. 
Application filed April 22, 1890, 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, OTTO H. HASSELMAN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at In 
dianapolis, in the county of Marion and State 
of Indiana, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Election-Booths, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The object of my said invention is to pro 

vide a structure which may be manufactured 
in quantities and sold ready made for the use 
of voters in elections under what is known as 
the “Australian system,’ and which may be 
conveniently packed for storage or for ship 
ment from place to place. This object is ac 
complished by hinging a number of sides or 
panels together in such a manner that when 
Spread out in the proposed arrangement they 
will form a series of booths, but which may 
be folded together closely for the purposes of 
transportation or storage. 

Said invention consists in the combination 
of the required number of sides or panels 
hinged together at a common point and pro 
vided with stay rods or rails, whereby they 
are secured in the desired position for use, 
and with doors or curtains whereby the booths 
may be closed when in use, as will be herein 
after more particularly described and claimed. 
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Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
which are made a part hereof, and on which 
similar letters of reference indicate similar 
parts, Figure 1 is a perspective view of a se 
ries of booths set up and ready for use em 
bodying my said invention; Fig. 2, a top or 
plan view thereof; Fig. 3, a top end view, 
otherwise similar to Fig. 2, when the parts 
are folded up in position for transportation 
Or storage; Fig. 4, a horizontal Sectional view 
On an enlarged scale, showing more plainly 
the method of hinging the several parts to 
gether; Fig. 5, a horizontal sectional view 
through the joint-iron or rail-lock whereby 
the stay-rails are secured to the sides when 
the booths are in position for use; Fig. 6, a 
perspective view of the two members of said 
rail-lock; and Fig. 7, a view similar to Fig. 2, 
illustrating an alternative construction. 
A convenient arrangement for election 

booths of this character is to make three 
booths in one structure, and I have illustrated 
a structure embodying this number. I do 
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not desire, however, to be understood as con 
fining myself to a particular number of 
booths in one structure, as obviously. Within 
reasonable limits the number can be varied 
at pleasure. 
In the drawings, the portions marked A rep 

resent the panels forming the sides of the 
booths; B, a standard to which, in my pre 
ferred construction, the rear edges of Said 
panels are hinged; C, stay-rails which serve 
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to connect thesides of the booths and to hold 
them in the desired position when arranged 
for use; D, shelves which serve as desks for 
the use of voters; E, doors by which the 
booths may be closed when in use, and F (in 
Fig. 7) curtains which may be substituted for 
the doors. 
The sides A, I prefer to make in the form 

of panels, the edge pieces of which extend 
down and form legs, this being a simple and 
durable, but at the same time light and ineX 
pensive, construction. In my preferred form, 
as shown most plainly in Fig. 1, it is not nec 
essary to extend the edge pieces down at the 
back, as the standard B will support all the 
panels at this point. 
The standard B is a plain upright bar of 

suitable size and form, and to it the rear edges 
of all the sides A are hinged, as shown most 
plainly in Fig. 4. As just stated, it takes the 
place of the legs for said panels or sides at 
the back, and it also serves to hold them all 
secured together at this point, they being Se 
cured thereto by the hinges a, as before 
stated. 
The stay-rails C are provided at the ends 

with rail-locks, each of which consists of tWO 
members c and a. The members care rig 
idly secured to the inside faces of said rails, 
while the other members a are rigidly Secured 
to the corresponding faces of the panels or 
sides A. As shown most plainly in Fig. 5, 
the openings or sockets in the parts C are 
tubular in form, with slits extending out 
through the sides adjacent to the parts C. 
These slits are somewhat wider than the thick 
ness of the webs of the parts c, and thus slight 
variations in the angles between the various 
rails and sides are provided for without vary 
ing the form of these parts, while, as the pin 
tle-like portions of the parts c fit closely into 
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the corresponding tubular portions of the 
parts a, a firm and effective union is provided 
for. 
The shelves D are mounted on cleats or 

brackets d, attached to the sides of the pan-. 
els A, and serve as desks upon which the 
voters can prepare their ballots. 
The doors E are hinged to the sides A by 

hinges e. In my preferred construction, as 
shown most plainly in Figs. 3 and 4, the sides 
are arranged just that distance apart at their 
rear edges which will permit said doors to be 
folded between them when the structure is 
folded up, thus permitting said structure, 
when in this folded position, to be packed 
a Way in a minimum of space and to become a 
Substantially flat rectangular body, which, as 
Will be readily seen, is the most convenient 
form for packing and transportation. 

In Fig. 7 I have illustrated an alternative 
Construction, in which the standard B is dis 
pensed with and the doors are replaced by 
curtains F. This is a somewhat cheaper con 
Struction, and may be preferred in some lo 
calities; but, as will be readily understood, it 
embodies the same general features as are 
present in my preferred construction. 
In operation, the device having been 

brought to the desired location in the condi 
tion illustrated in Fig. 3, the sides A are 
SWung apart, the doors swung out, and then 
the sides are brought back toward each other 
to the positions shown in Figs. 2 and 7, the 
rails C placed in position, the shelves D placed 
On their cleats or brackets, and the structure 
is in condition for use. After the use is com 
pleted the rails C and shelves D are taken 
out, the doors and sides are swung together, 
and the structure may be packed or trans 
ported away, as will be readily understood. 
Having thus fully described my said inven 

tion, what I claim as new, and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent, is 

1. The combination, in a structure embody 
ing several booths or compartments, of sides 
for said compartments hinged together at one 
edge by a series of hinges and adapted to be 
swung apart at the other edge, and stay-rails 
adapted to be secured thereto at said edges, 
whereby they are held to the desired position 
for use, substantially as set forth. 

2. The combination, in a structure embody 
ing several booths or compartments, of a single 
standard and several sides hinged to said 
single standard and adapted to be swung 
apart at their other edges, thus forming the 
sides for said booths or compartments, sub 
stantially as set forth. 

3. The combination, in a structure embody 
ing several booths or compartments, of a single 
standard, sides or panels hinged to the edges 
of said standard, and intermediate sides or 
panels hinged to the central portion of said 
standard by oppositely-arranged hinges, sub 
stantially as and for the purposes set forth. 

4. The combination, in a structure embody 
ing several booths or compartments, of a single 
standard, several sides or panels hinged to 
said standard at fixed distances apart, leav 
ing spaces between said sides or panels, and 
doors hinged to the other edges of said sides 
or panels and adapted to swing into said 
spaces between said sides or panels when 
folded up, substantially as set forth. 

5. The combination, in a structure embody 
ing several booths or compartments, of sides 
or panels hinged together at one edge and 
adapted to be swung apart at the other edge, 
and stay-rails adapted to secure them the re 
quired distances apart, and rail-locks consist 
ing of the two parts a, and c, formed as de 
scribed, whereby said stay-rails may be firmly 
connected to said sides, substantially as set 
forth. 

6. The combination, in a structure embody 
ing several booths or compartments, of the 
sides or panels A, the single standard B, to 
which said several sides or panels are hinged 
at their rear edges, the stay-rails C, by which 
said sides or panels are held to the required 
distances apart at their front edges, shelves or 
desks D, secured between said sides or panels, 
and doors or curtains for closing the fronts of 
the booths or compartments of said structure, 
all substantially as shown and described. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and seal, at Indianapolis, Indiana, this 
17th day of April, A. D. 1890. 

OTTO H. HASSELMAN. 
Witnesses: 

CHESTER BRADFORD, 
JAMES A. WALSH. 

L. S. 
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