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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

MELVIN BUKOUTZ, OF LAMOILLE, ILLINOIS.

TELESCOPIC TRAVELING-BAG.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 7}12,762_,’ dated November 4, 1902.

. Application filed Apri111,1902. Serial No, 102,463,

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, MELVIN BUKOUTZ, a
citizen of the United States, residing at La-
moille, in the county of Bureau and State of
Illinois, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Telescopic Traveling-Bag, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to telescopic travel-
ing-bags, and is designed with special refer-
ence to the needs of traveling men, and par-
ticularly commercial travelers, enabling such

persons to quickly, readily, and advanta-

geougly display their goods or samples.

One of the principal objects of the present
invention is to provide an effective lock fora
telescopic traveling-bag in which the locking

device engages the opposite ends or sides of.

the bag and enables the bag to be locked

either when partially or wholly filled, the en-
tire locking mechanism being contamed with--

in the telescoplc seetions of the case, 80 that
no part thereof is accessible from the outside

of the bag, so as to be damaged or tampered.
The bag is
also well adapted to receive trays, which may:
be placed one upon the other and which areae-,

with by unauthorized persons.

cessible as soon as the onter seection or cover
is removed. The locking mechanism is also
protected from the inside by suitable shields
which prevent the goods contained in the bag
from interfering w1th such mechanism, the
shields at the same time serving to brace and
materially strengthen the bag or case:

ashelema,fter fully descrlbed 1llustra,ted and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1'is:

a vertical longitudinal seetlon throuwh a

traveling bag or case construeted in accord- :
ance w1th the presént invention and showing"

the case-sections locked together at opposit'e
ends. Fig. 2 is a vertical cross-section

‘through the same taken on the line 2 2 of Fig. "
1. TFig. 8 is a horizontal section through the

Fig. ‘4 :
is a reduced perspective view of the complete

same, taken on the line 3 8 of Fig. 1.

bag or case.
Like reference-numerals designate corre-

‘'sponding parts in all figures of the drawings.

(Mo model) -

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the
outer section or cover of the traveling bag or
case, and 2 the inner or telescopic section
thereof, the outer section being adapted to
snugly fit over and inclose the greater portion
of the inner telescopic section, as clearly in-
dicated in the drawings. The sections 1and

‘2 may be of any size and may be of any pre-

ferred material, these items not being essen-
tial to the present invention. The outer sec-
tion is also provided with a suitable carrying
strap or handle 3.

The locking mechanism isarranged entirely
within the traveling-case and comprises, es-
sentially, a pair of ratchet-tubes 4, prefer-

ably rectangular in cross-section, as shown in
Fig. 8, and extendmﬂ‘the rrreatel portion of
the height of the inner section 2, said tubes
being provided with oppositely-projecting at-
taching-ears 5, adapted to receive fastenings,
such as rivets, by means of which the tubes

.are secured to the inner surfaces of the ends
‘orsides of the inner section 2. . Each ratchet-

tube is provided along the inner surface of

its outer wall with a series of teeth or niotches
6, with which the shouldered head 7 of one
of a pair of catch-arms 8 is adapted to en-

gage. Two catch-arms 8 are employed, and
they are pivotally connected at 9 to brackets

10, secured inside of the outer section 1 im-
vmedlately adjacent to the top thereof, as
shown in Fig. 1, and about centrally of the
'ends or SldeS of the case.
‘| the case is entirely closed, as shown in Fig.
‘With the above and other objects in view
" the invention consists in the novel construc-.

tion, combination, and arrangement of parts,’

The arms 8 when

1, extend nearlyall the way through the tubes

5 and are adapted to engagé any of the teeth

or notches 6, according to the extent to which
the two parts of the case are telescoped. The
arms'8 are connected adjacent to their piv-
otal points by a spring-bar 11, having its ends

permanently connected to the arms, and said

spring-bar is attached about centrally to an

‘operating device 12, the head of 'which pro-
jects outside of and above the case, so as to
be operated with ease by hand. The operat-
ing device 12 comprises a shank 13, which
'pasces downward through the top of- the case

and is fastened to the central portion of the
spring-bar 11, as shown in Fig. 1, so that by
pulling upward on the operating device or
button 12 the spring-bar is bent or bowed in

an upward direction sufficiently to rock the
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catch-arms 8 and move the shouldered heads
7 thereof laterally out of engagement with
the teeth or notches 6,which enables the outer
section 1 to be removed from the inner sec-
tion 2 of the case. Each of the arms 8 is pro-
vided with an elbow extension 14, forming a
limiting-stop to prevent the arm from swing-
ing outward too far, said stop being arranged
to come in contact with a shoulder 15 on the
adjacent bracket 10. The stops 14 maintain
the catch-arms in proper position to enter the
ratchet-tubes when the two parts of the case
are separated. By pulling forward on the
operating device 12 both catch-arms are si-
multaneously moved out of engagement with
the teeth on the ratchet-tubes, and when the
parts are locked the case-sections are posi-
tively secured at both ends or sides, as the
case may be.

In order to provide forlocking the case and
preventing the same from being opened by
unauthorized persons, the shank 13 of the
operating device is provided with a shoulder
or collar 16, which may consist of a washer
arranged just above the spring-bar 11, said
shoulder being adapted to De engaged by a
bolt 17 of a lock 18, the case of which is se-
cured to the lower side of the top of the sec-
tion 1, so as to receive a key 19, insertible
through a keyhole 20 in the top of the travel-
ing-case. When the bolt17 is thrust outward,
it engages the upper side of the shoulder, and
thereby prevents the movement of the oper-
ating device, which is thus held locked until
the bolt is withdrawn by operating the same
with the key 19.

In order to prevent clothing or other ma-

terial placed in the traveling case or bag from’

interfering with the locking mechanism atthe
top of the case, a plate or shield 21 is placed
in the upper portion of the outer section of
the case, asshown in Figs. 1 and 2, said shield
being held at the proper distance from the
top of the case by a series of spacing-posts 22.
Where trays are to be inserted in the case,
other shields 23 are arranged to cover the
ratchet-tubes 4, said shields being in the form
of plates having opposite flanges 24, which
bear against the ends or sides of the case and
serve to hold the shoulders at the proper dis-
tance from the ends or sides of the case, as
best indicated in Fig. 3. These flanged
shields also serve to materially strengthen
and brace the traveling case or bag asa
whole. .

It will be observed that the spring-bar 11
is always bowed or sprung to an extent suf-
ficient to exert a pressure in opposite direc-
tions against the catch-arms 8, which insures
an engagement of the shouldered heads 7
with the teeth or notches 6 of the tubes 4. It
is only when the spring-bar is bowed to a
greater extent by lifting the operating device
12 that the catch-arms are disengaged from
the ratchet-tubes, so that the outer case-sec-
tion may be removed from the inner or tele-
scopic seetion. It is the work of an instant
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to unlock and open the traveling bag or case
and it will therefore be found of special value
to commercial travelers and the like, as it
will enable them to quickly display their
goods or samples without the tedious process
of unbuckling and loosening the usual bind-
ing-straps.

Itis obviousthat theinvention hereinabove
described is susceptible of changes in the
form, proportion, and minor details of con-
struction, and I therefore reserve the right
to make such changes as properly fall within
the scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new, and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination with the sections of a
telescopic traveling-case, of ratchet-holding
devices at opposite portions of the case, and
a common operating device for simultane-
ously releasing both ratehet-holding devices.

2. The combination with the sections of a
telescopie traveling-case, of catch-armsatop-
posite portions of the case, and a common
operating device for simultaneously acting
upon both catch-arms.

3. The ecombination with the sections of a
telescopie traveling-case, of catch-arms ar-
ranged at opposite portions of the case, a
spring-bar connected at opposite ends to the
cateh-arms, and means for flexing said spring-
bar.

4. The combination with the sections of a
telescopic traveling-case, of catch-arms lo-
cated at opposite portions of the case, a
bowed spring-bar connected with the arms
and exerting an outward pressure thereon,
and an operating device for flexing the spring-
bar and moving the catch-arms inward.

5. The combination with the sections of a
telescopic traveling-case, of locking mechan-
ism arranged wholly within the case and com-
prising ratchet-tubes applied to opposite por-
tions of the inner section of the case, catch-
arms connected with the outer section of the
case and insertible in the ratchet-tubes, and
acommonoperatingdevice forsimultaneously
moving the catch-arms out of engagement
with the ratchet-tubes.

6. The combination with the sections of a
telescopic traveling-case, of catch-arms ar-
ranged at opposite portions of the case and
provided with limiting-stops, a spring-bar
connecting said catch-arms for simultane-

ously operating them, and means for flexing

the spring-bar.

7. The combination with the sections of a
telescopic traveling - case, of fastening de-
vices arranged at opposite portions of the
case, a common operating device for simul-
taneously releasing the same, and means for
locking the operating device and preventing
movement thereof. -

8. The combination with the sections of a
telescopic traveling-case, of catch-arms ar-
ranged at opposite portions of the case, a
spring-bar connecting said arms, means for
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flexing the spring-bar, and a locking device
for preventing the flexing of said bar.

9. The combination with the sections of a
telescopic traveling - case, of ratchet-tubes
applied to opposite portions of the case upon
the inside thereof, catch-arms insertible in
said tubes, a common operating device for
simultaneously releasing the catch-arms, and
flanged shields arranged at the inner sides of
the ratchet-tubes, substantially asand for the
purpose described.

10. The combination with the sections of a
teleseopic traveling - case, of catch-arms ar-

8‘
ranged at opposite portions of the case, a
common operating device for simultaneously
releasing the catch-arms, said operating de-
vice being arranged in the upper portion of
the case, and a shield for the operating de-
vice provided with spacing-posts arranged
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

MELVIN BUKOUTZ.
Witnesses: '

R. F. Woobs,
L. J. KENDALL.
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