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midlength with o headed stud 9. 21 is a

hanger nofch, common to both structures,

and is old in the art.

- The operation: Assume the parts to be in
5 the velative positions shown in Tig. 1. The
operator by bringing the free ends of the
stretcher arms toward each other will there-
by lessen the distance of separation through-
out the entire length thereof, whereupen
he will draw the pelt from the point to the
rear end portion of the stretcher and there-
over. The shape of the teeth will permit the
wet skin to slip freely thereover, and their
points projecting slightly beyond the plane
of the outer edges of the arms, will hold the
skin out of contact with the metal below
that from which the teeth were struck up.
It will be evident that if the teeth-points
lay in the plane of the metal just below
them, that the somewhat unequal, stringy
surface of the skin would catch thereon
and render difficult the operation of draw-
ing the pelt over the arms. The outer edges
of the ayms and therefore the cuter corners
; of the teeth are preferably rounded off, in
order that they will not injure the’ skin.
I—Ea’.,fing1 properly positicned the pelt, the in-
ner ends of the strelcher arms are then
spaced to as great o distance as is possible,
whereupon the bar 7 is brought into posi-
tion and the proper one of ifs notches en-
gaged with the fork 6 to lock said arms in
spaced engagement. The stress or tension
on the bar 14 will still further or more
securely hold the bar 7 in engagement with
the fork, in an evident manner.

Treated as above described, the pelt will
in some of its parts he stretched to a suffi-
‘cient degree—in fact, as well as could be
done on heretofore existing devices of this
character—but at its median portion, which
is much the most valuable, 1t will not be so
stretched. The operator will therefore draw
upon the bar 14 to actuate the toggle 19 to
bow the arms 2 and 5 and thus superstretch
the median portion or “middie” of the pelt,
as indicated by the dotted linee. When the
arms have been bowed or further spaced to
the extent desired the proper one of the
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~ the stud 9 to lock the bar 7, the toggle, and
thereby the stretcher axms in said bowed
form. The pelt thus siveiched will be pre-
served in a more natural shape, will be more
presentable fo' the purchaser, will require
less dressing to bring it to the desired de-
gree of thinness, will measiira more in
ssquare inches, and will bring s higher price.
Moreover, the toggle and toggle-actuating
g0 bar effectually prevent the opposed faces of

the pelt from coming in contact with each

other, thus allewing a free circulation of

gir whereby the péit will be better pre-

served, betler cured, snd of betiter guality
o5 ond therefore grester vslue
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notches 16 is brought into engagement with.

1,059,337

In the modification shown in Fig. 2, the
primary operations having been completed
as above described, the stretcher armns arg
locked apart by engaging a notch 19 with
the stud 18, The bar 14 is then forced for-
wardly to drive the toggle-knuckle likewise
to bring the toggle into the dotted line posi-
tion shown in this figure. Locking thereof
is effected as in the structure illusirated in

the principal figure, - . ; S

T claim: . 4

1, A pelt-stretcher comprising in" combi-
nation a pair of stretcher arms pivoted to
each other at their front ends, a lock-bar
pivoted to the rear end of one of said
arms and adapted to be engaged -at dif-
ferent portions - of its free end by the
rear end of the other bar, a spreader

arm pivoted to the median portion of each

of said stretcher arms and the inner ends
of said spreader arms pivoted to each other,

and a spreader-actuating bar pivoted at one.

end directly to both of said spreader ‘arms,
its other end portion being free to swing and
adapted for selective engagements with said
lock:bar. . . .

2. A pelt-stretcher comprising, in combi-
nation, a pair of arms pivoted to each other.
at their front ends, a lock-bar pivoted to the
rear end of one of said arms and adapted
for engagement with the rear end portion
of the other of said arms, a stud on said

lock-bar, a spreader-arm pivoted to the’

median portion of each of said arms, and a
spreader-actuating bar- pivoted to the inner
ends of said spreader arms and adapted for
engagements with said stud. -
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3. A pelt-stretcher comprising in combi- -

nation a pair of stretcher arms pivoted to
each other at their front ends, a stud on the
rear’ end of one of said arms, a lock-bar
pivoted to the rear end of the other and
provided with a plurality of notches on it
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rear face, whereby it is adapted for selec- -

tive engagements with said stud, to space
said rear ends at different distances apart, a
stud secured to and near the midlength of
said lock-bar, a pair of toggle-arms piv-
oted to the stretcher arms near their mid-
lengths, and a toggle-actuating bar pivoted
at one end to the toggle joint and its other
end portion free and provided with notches

any one of which is adapted for engagement

with the lock-bar stud.

4. In combination, stretcher arms, a
spreader-arm pivoted to each thereof near
its midlength, means for pivotally connects

ing their inner t:mdsfzf a.lock-bar for locking .

their rear ends at different distances apart, a
stud secured on its median portion, and an
actnating bar in pivotal engagement with
said spreader arms and provided with a
series of notches any one of which is adapd-
ed to engage said stud. .

5. In a pelt-stretcher, stretcher .
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