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Box No. 11 .Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III  Observations where unity of invention is Iacking. (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: ) ]
This application contains the following species of the generic invention which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid

Group |: Claims 1-5, 7-8, 21-22, 25 directed to stent features.

Group |I: Claims 1-2, 6, 9-10, 21-22, 25 directed to tubular structure features.

Group lll: Claims 1-2, 21-25 directed to catheter features.

Group IV: Claims 11-14 directed to methods of providing an apparatus for vascular surgery.
Group V: Claims 15-20 directed to methods of performing vascular surgery.

**Claims 1-2, 21-22 and 25 are generic to groups I-I11.**

----Continued on Supplemental Page----

I. D As all required additional search fees were timely paild by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:] As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees. ) '

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: :

4. VA No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-5,7-8,21-22,25 .

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompa'nied by the applicaht’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee. .

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest A
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (July 2009)
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Continuation of Box Ilf: Observations where unity of invention is lacking

The inventions listed as Groups I-V do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

SPECIAL TECHNICAL FEATURES

The special technical feature of each species (Groups I-lll) is provided in the group descriptions above. None of these special technical
features are common to the other species, nor do they correspond to a special technical feature in the other species.

Group IV includes the special technical feature of a method of providing an apparatus for vascular surgery, comprising:
providing an external tubular stent graft having a tubular wall and configured to be
placed within a sheath in an unexpanded state;
providing a first tubular structure within the external tubular stent graft and having a
“tubular wall attached to the tubular wall of the external tubular stent graft, and configured for
placement of a graft therein; and
providing a second tubular structure within the external tubular stent graft and having
a tubular wall attached to the tubular wall of the external tubular stent graft, and configured
for placement of a graft therein, not required by Groups I-Ill and V.

Group V includes the special technical feature of a method of performing vascular surgery, comprising:

providing an endovascular dock within a sheath, the endovascular dock comprising:

an external tubular stent graft having a tubular wall;

a first tubular structure provided within the tubular wall of the external tubular stent graft; and .

a second tubular structure provided within the tubular wall of the external tubular stent graft;

retracting the sheath to dock the endovascular dock within a wall of a first blood vessel;

providing a first stent graft having a first end within the first tubular structure and a second end within a wall of a second blood vessel
such that blood flow is substantially restricted to within the first stent graft between the first stent graft and the second blood vessel; and
providing a second stent graft having a first end within the second tubular structure and a second end within a wall of a third blood
vessel to provide blood flow between the second stent graft and the third blood vessel such that blood flow is substantially restricted to
within the second stent graft between the second stent graft and the third blood vessel, not required by Groups I-IV.

COMMON TECHNICAL FEATURES

Groups |-V share the technical features of claim 1. Groups |-l are species of generic independents claim 1 and 21. Groups |-V are
related as an apparatus (Groups I-11l) and methods in conjunction with the apparatus (Groups IV-V). The apparatus is known in: prlor art
as shown in US 2005/0075722 A1 (CHUTER).

Regarding claim 1, Chuter discloses an apparatus for vascular surgery, comprising:

an external tubular graft (40, fig 3) capable of expansion and configured to be placed within a sheath in an unexpanded state (para
[0022));

a first tubular structure (52, fig 3) provided internally within the external tubular graft and configured for placement of a graft therein (16,
fig 1, para [0021]-[0022]); and

a second tubular structure (50, fig 3) provided internally W|th|n the external tubular graft and configured for placement of a graft therein
(14, fig 1, para [0021]-[0022]).

Regarding claim 21, Chuter discloses a system for providing an endovascular dock within a blood vessel, comprising: -

an endovascular dock having an external tubular stent graft (40, fig 3);

a first tubular structure (52, fig 3) provided internally within the external tubular stent graft and configured for placement of a first graft
therein (16, fig 1, para [0021]-[0022]);

a second tubular structure (50, fig 3) provided lnternally within the external tubular stent graft and configured for placement of a second
graft therein (14, fig 1, para [0021]-[0022]);

a sheath (delivery catheter) for housing the endovascular dock within the sheath (para [0022]); and

and US 4,655,771 A (WALLSTEN), incorporated by reference at para [0021], teaches a top portion (32) connected to a distal end of the
sheath via 39, fig 6, col 6, In 35-58);

wherein the endovascular dock is configured to be placed within a distal end of the sheath in a non-expanded state and is confi gured to
expand when the sheath is retracted from the top portion (intended use, device capable of intended use, see para {0021}-[0022] which
discloses the dock being self-expanding. ’

As the common features were known in the art at the time of the invention, they cannot be considered special technical features that
would otherwise unify the groups.

Therefore, Groups |-V lack unity under PCT Rule 13 because they do not share a same or corresponding special technical feature.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 2009)
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