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Description

LAUNDRY TREATING APPARATUS
Technical Field

The present invention relates to laundry treating apparatus. More spedfically, the
present invention relates to a laundry treating apparatus which has composite
functions, or serves as a plurality of laundry treating apparatuses.

Background Art

In general, the laundry treating apparatus includes all devices for managing or
treating laundry like homes or a lanndry shops, suwch as washing, drying, removal of
creases, and so on of laundry and beddings.

For an example, the laundry treating apparatuses are washing machines for washing
laundry, dryers for drying the lanndry, washing and drying machines having both a
washing function and a drying function, refreshers for refreshing the laundry, presses
for removal of creases from the laundry, or forming pleats required for the laundry,
and steamer for removal of unnecessary creases from the laundry.

The refresher, for making the laundry more comfortable or refreshing, performs
functions of drying the laundry, supplying aroma to the laundry, preventing laundry
from generating static electridty, removing the creases from the laundry, and so on.
Many refreshers are being supplied to the North American market.

Many steamers, appliances in general merely for supplying steam to the laundry for
removing the creases from the laundry, are supplied through T.V. home-shoppings,
and the like, for removal of the creases from fine laundry, because, different from
general press, a hot plate is not brought into contact with the laundry.

In the meantime, currently, many washing machines, particularly, drum type
washing machines having steam generators, are being supplied. That is, products are
spotlighted, which have washing effects maximized by supplying steam to laundry
before and after the washing, or in the middle of the washing, for sterilizing, redxing
a laundry wet time period, acceleration of activation of detergent, and so on.

Particularly, of the laundry treating apparatuses, though the present invention is
related to the refresher, the present invention is not limited to the refresher.

A related art refresher is provided with a cabinet having a space for holding laundry
formed therein. Steam is supplied to the space for removal of creases from the laundry.
A saurce of the steam may be a steam generator in the cabinet for generating the

steam, or may be a boiler on an autside of the cabinet.
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Disclosure of Invention
Technical Problem

However, if the steam generator is provided to the cabinet of the related art
refresher, the steam generator supplies steam only to the inside space, preventing the
steam from utilizing for various laundry treating apparatuses.

In the meantime, because such a refresher requires one steam generator for one
cabinet, it is not preferable that the user provides a plurality of refreshers to a home, or
a place of business in view of wst or installation. Because, if each of the refreshers has
the steam generator, a prodict cost will be great. Moreover, securing water supply
sources for steam generating at the plurality of steam generators is also difficult.
Technical Solution

To solve the problems, an object of the present invention is to provide a laundry
treating apparatus which enables composite treatment of laundry.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a laundry treating apparatus
which uses steam, which enables the steam to be used at other laundry treating ap-
paratuses.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a laundry treating apparatus
which has a built-in Jaundry treating apparatus additionally provided therein for
convenient treatment of the laundry.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a laundry treating apparatus
which can be expanded to a plurality of laundry treating apparatuses for redxing
prodict, and installation oosts.

Further object of the present invention is to provide a laundry treating apparatus
which can supply steam to a plurality of laundry treating apparatuses so that the in-
convenience of the user in securing water supply sources can be minimized.

Still further object of the present invention is to provide a laundry treating apparatus
having a hot air generator together with a steam generator for providing air, par-
ticularly, hot air to other laundry treating apparatuses.

To achieve these objects and other advantages and in acordance with the purpose
of the invention, as embodied and broadly described herein, a laundry treating
apparatus includes a cabinet having a main space selectively in communication with an
autside of the laundry treating apparatus with a door for holding laundry, a steam
generator provided to the cabinet for supplying steam to the main space, and at least

one steam outlet in the cabinet for selective supply of the steam from the steam



WO 2008/002047 PCT/KR2007/003072

[18]

(19]

[20]
(21]

[22]

(23]

[24]

(25]

[26]

[27]

[28]

[29]

generator to an autside of the laundry treating apparatus.

Preferably, the steam outlet is formed in a supplementary space formed in the
cabinet separate from the main space, and the supplementary space is provided to an
inside of the door, and selectively in communication with the outside of the laundry
treating apparatus with a supplementary door.

In the meantime, the supplementary space is provided with a supplementary
lanndry treating apparatus connected to the steam outlet for supplying the steam, and
the supplementary laundry treating apparatus includes a press that uses the steam and a
hot plate, or a press that uses the steam only.

Preferably, the steam generator is provided to a lower portion of the main space.

In the meantime, the device may further include a hot air supply device for
supplying hot air to the main space, and preferably, the hot air supply device is
provided to a lower portion of the main space.

Moreover, preferably, the main cabinet has an outlet formed therein for discharge
of air from the main space to an ocutside of the laundry treating apparatus, and the
outlet is formed in a top of the cabinet.

The device may further include a drculating flow passage for receiving the air from
the main space and discharging the air to the hot air supplying device, and the hot air
supply device further includes a condenser for condensing moisture in the air. The
drculating flow passage may be a duct provided to one side of the main space.

In the meantime, the main space has coat hangers provided to an upper portion for
hanging laundry.

In another aspect of the present invention, a composite laundry treating apparatus
includes at least two cabinets each having a main space in communication with an
outside of the laundry treating apparatus with a door selectively for holding laundry,
and a steam generator provided to one of the cabinets for selective supply of steam to
the main spaces of the cabinets.

The cabinets may include a main cabinet having the steam generator and at least
one sub-cabinet adjacent to the main cabinet.

In the meantime, the main cabinet further includes a steam outlet to be opened/
closed selectively for supplying the steam from the steam generator to the sub-cabinet.
Preferably, the steam cutlet is in communication with a lower portion of the main

space of the sub-cabinet.

The main cabinet may be further provided with a hot air supply device for selective

supply of hot air to main spaces of the main cabinet and the sub-cabinet, and the hot ajr
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supply device is provided to a lower portion of the main space of the main cabinet.

The main cabinet may be further provided with a hot air outlet opened/closed se-
lectively for supplying the hot air from the hot air supply device to the sub-cabinet.

In the meantime, the main cabinet and the sub-cabinet have outlets for discharging
air from the main spaces to an outside of the laundry treating apparatus.

The device may further include a draulating flow passage provided to each of the
main cabinet and the sub-cabinet for receiving the air from the main spaces and
discharging the air to the hot air supplying device, and the hot air supply device further
includes a condenser for condensing moisture in the air.

The draulating flow passage may be constricted of a duct provided to one side of
each of the main spaces.

In the meantime, the main spaces of the main cabinet and the sub-cabinet have oat
hangers provided to an upper portion for hanging laundry, respectively.

Brief Description of the Drawings

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a laundry treating apparatus in accordance
with a preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates a partial enlarged perspective view of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective view of a lanndry treating apparatus in accordance
with another preferred embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 4 illustrates a section of a composite laundry treating apparatus in acoordance
with another preferred embodiment of the present invention.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

Reference will now be made in detail to the spedfic embodiments of the present
invention, examples of which are illustrated in the acoompanying drawings. The
present invention relates to laundry treating apparatuses, and preferably, a cabinet type
laundry refresher. Therefore, though the laundry treating apparatus described
hereinafter is based on suwch a refresher, the present invention is not limited to this.

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a laundry treating apparatus in acoordance
with a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, the laundry treating apparatus includes a cabinet 100, a steam
generator 20, and a steam outlet 15,

In detail, the cabinet 100 has a main space 11 isolated from an outside of the
cabinet 100 for holding laundry, which can be in ommunication with the outside of
the cabinet 100 through a door 12, selectively. That is, if the door 12 is closed, the
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main space 11 is isolated from the outside actually, and, if the door 12 is opened, the
main space 11 is exposed to the outside. Therefore, the user opens the door 12 to place
the laundry in the main space 11, and closes the door 12 when the refresher is put into
operation.

The steam generator 20 is provided to the cabinet 100, for supplying steam to the
main space 11. Though the steam may be water vapor, it is preferable that the steam is
a steam with a temperature higher than a preset temperature generated by heating
water.

It is preferable that the steam generator 20 sprays the steam to the main space 11
through a spray hole 21. It is preferable that the steam generator 20 has a water tank
for holding water required for generating the steam. The water tank may be connected
to an external hydrant, or filled with water by the user. If the water tank is provided
with a condenser to be described later, water condensed at the condenser may be
provided to the water tank. The steam generator 20 may be provided with a heater (not
shown) for heating the water to generate the steam.

In the meantime, it is preferable that the steam generator 20 of the present invention
can supply the steam to other spaces, or external spaces, other than the main space 11.
To make this system available, it is preferable that the cabinet 100 has at least one
steam outlet 15 for supplying the steam to an outside of the cabinet 100, selectively.

Though not shown, the steam outlet 15 is connected to the steam generator 20, and
may be provided to a side of the cabinet 100. FIG. 1 illustrates the steam outlet 15
provided to a right side of the cabinet 100. The steam outlet 15 will be connected to the
steam generator 20 with a steam flow passage (not shown). The steam flow passage
may be provided to an inside of a wall of the cabinet 100, or along the inside wall.

Moreover, referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the steam outlet 15 may be provided to a sup-
plementary space 31 provided to the cabinet 100 isolated from the main space 11. The
supplementary space 31 may be formed with a separate supplementary cabinet 30.

The supplementary space 31 may be formed on an inside of the door 12. That is, the
supplementary space 31 may be formed as a home bar type of a refrigerator. In this
case, the supplementary space 31 can be in communication with an outside of the
cabinet 100 through a supplementary door 32, selectively.

FIG. 2 illustrates the supplementary door 32 rotatably connected to a lower portion
of a front of the supplementary cabinet 30. However, the mounting of the sup-
plementary door 32 is not limited to this, but the supplementary door 32 may be hinged
to one side of the front of the supplementary cabinet 30. By using this supplementary
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space, the user may use the steam for the separate supplementary laundry treating
apparatus, regardless of supply of the steam to the main space.

In the meantime, FIG. 2 illustrates a press 50 provided in the supplementary space
31. The press 50 may be one that uses steam and a hot plate, or uses steam, only. Since
the press uses steam in any case, the press 50 may be wnnected to the steam outlet 15
with a steam hose 51. Therefore, if the press 50 is provided in the supplementary space
31in a state the press 50 is always cnnected to the steam hose 51, the user can press
the laundry with the steam easily without providing a separate steam supply source.

In the supplementary space 31 excluding the press 50, there may only be the steam
hose 51 wnnected to the steam outlet 15. That is, if necessary, the steam hose 51 may
be connected to the separate supplementary laundry treating apparatus, or the steam
cleaner, or the like, for expanding fields of application of the steam.

For an example, the user is required to deodor from or sterilizing cleaning of
beddings, or curtain, or the like by using the steam. In this case, if the cabinet 100 is
provided to a bedroom, or the like, the user can make sich functions available just by
connecting a separate steam sprayer (not shown) to the steam hose 51.

This makes additional effects available, in which by improving a performance of
the steam generator 20 which generates the steam, more powerful sterilizing cleaning
and the like are made available. Because, in order to make a steam cleaner or the like
movable, a size or a capadity of the steam generator 20 can not, but be limited.
However, in the present invention, the steam generator 20 can be a built-in type
provided in the cabinet, design of a steam generator 20 of which capadty and
performance is improved can be possible, which makes a steam cleaner of an improved
performance available, easily.

In the meantime, since the present invention is suitable to a laundry treating
apparatus, particularly, to a laundry refresher, it is preferable that cat hangers 17 are
provided in the cabinet 100 for hanging laundry.

Referring to FIG. 1, it is preferable that the steam generator 20 is provided in the
cabinet 100, and it is preferable that the steam generator 20 is provided at a lower
portion of the main space 11. Of course, location of mounting of the steam generator
20 is not limited to this, but it is preferable that the steam generator 20 is provided to
the lower portion of the main space 11, taking that the steam has a high temperature
into account. Because it is more preferable that the steam spray hole 21 is provided to
the lower portion of the main space 11.

That is, if the steam is sprayed from the steam spray hole 21 at the lower portion of
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the main space 11, the high temperature steam, lighter than surrounding air, will rise
up, to supply the steam to the laundry in the main space 11, more effectively.
However, a plurality of the steam spray holes 21 may be provided to an upper portion
or sides.

In the meantime, for refresh of the lanndry, it is preferable that hot air is also
supplied to the main space 11, rather than supplying the steam, only. That is, though
by supplying the steam to the laundry, the laundry may be sterilized, deodored, or have
the creases removed therefrom, more preferably, the hot air may also be supplied,
because removal of moisture from the laundry or the main space 11 is required.

The hot air is not required to supply in assodation with the steam without fail. Par-
ticularly, in a case the laundry is dried in a damp weather, the laundry may be
refreshed by providing the hot air to the laundry.

The hot air is lighter than surrounding air, to rise up. Therefore, it is preferable that
a hot air supply device 40 is provided to the lower portion of the main space 11 for
supplying the hot air to the main space 11.

In this case, it is preferable that the hot air discharged to the main space 11 through
an outlet 41 of the hot air supply device 40 evaporates moisture from the laundry, to be
turned into humid air, and discharged to an outside of the main space 11. Therefore, in
order to form a flow passage for smooth flow of the air, it is preferable that an outlet
42 is formed in a top of the main space 11 for discharge of the air.

In the meantime, it is preferable that the humid air is discharged to an ocutside of a
room through the outlet 42. For this, a pipeline (not shown) that makes the outlet 42 in
communication with the outside of the room is required, additionaily.

Another preferred embodiment of the present invention will be described with
reference to FIG. 3.

A second preferred embodiment of the present invention may have a system
identical to the foregoing embodiment. However, the embodiment is different from the
foregoing embodiment in that an air dreulating flow passage is formed in the main
space, additionally. ’

That is, though the foregoing embodiment has air discharged from the hot air
supply device 40 to an cutside of the main space 11, the embodiment has air
discharged from the hot air supply device 40 introdiced to the hot air supply device
40, again.

For this, the hot air supply device 40 of the embodiment further includes a

ondenser (not shown) for wndensing moisture in the air.
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Acordingly, though not shown, the hot air supply device 40 further includes a fan
for generating an air flow, and a heater for heating the air. That is, air having moisture
removed therefrom at the condenser is heated at the heater and discharged to the main
space 11 through the outlet 41. The hot air makes the moisture to evaporate from the
laundry, to be turned into humid air, and is introduced to the hot air supply device 40
again through an inlet 43.

The hot air, introdiced into the hot air supply device 40 again, passes through and
has the moisture removed therefrom at the condenser, is heated again, and is
discharged through the outlet 41. Such a series of air flow is caused by the fan (not
shown) provided to the hot air supply device 40.

In the meantime, it is preferable that the inlet 43 is formed in the top of the main
space 11, for smooth air flow.

Such an air draulating flow passage may include a duct 45 on one side of the main
space 11. The inlet 43 may be formed at an upper portion of the dict 45. Of course,
though not shown, such an inlet 43 may also be formed in the middle of the duct 45.

In the meantime, it is preferable that the inlet 43 is formed opposite to the outlet 41
with reference to the main space 11. That s, it is preferable that there is a space
between the two, because it is preferable that the air from the outlet 41 is brought into
ontact with the laundry in the main space 11 once, and, then, is introdiced into the
inlet 43.

In this case, the inlet 43 may not be provided to the duct 45. That is, the air may be
introdiced into the hot air supply device 40 directly without passing through the dict,
In this instance, the inlet 43 may be provided to the lower portion of the main space
11. Therefore, this case has an effect of preventing a volume rediction of the main
space 11 caused by the duct 43.

In the meantime, sizes of the duct 45, the inlet 43, and the outlet 41 may vary with a
capadty of the hot air supply device 40.

Another preferred embodiment of the present invention will be described in detail
with reference to FIG. 4.

The embodiment is characterized in that single laundry treating apparatus is
expanded to a plurality of laundry treating apparatuses. However, the single laundry
treating apparatus may have a system identical to the foregoing embodiments,
basically.

The single laundry treating apparatus of the embodiment includes a main cabinet,

and at least one sub-cabinet adjacent to the main cabinet. It is preferable that the main
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cabinet and the sub-cabinet have the same exteriors for beauty of an cutside
appearance.

As one example of the embodiment, FIG. 4 illustrates a composite laundry treating
apparatus having one main cabinet and two sub-cabinets. That is, FIG. 4 illustrates a
omposite laundry treating apparatus which an expansion of one laundry treating
apparatus.

In this instance, the main cabinet can be the laundry treating apparatus in the
foregoing embodiments. However, the laundry treating apparatus of the embodiment is
different in that the steam outlet 15 is provided to one side of the cabinet 100.
Therefore, alike the main cabinet, the sub-cabinet has a main space isolated from an
cutside of the sub-cabinet, which is in communication with the outside through a door.

In the embodiment, the main cabinet 200 is provided with a steam generator 20, for
supplying the steam, not only to the main space 11, but also to the sub-cabinet 300. For
this, the main cabinet 200 is provided with a steam outlet 15.

Of aourse, in order to supply the steam to the sub-cabinet 300 through the steam
cutlet 15, it is required that the sub-cabinet 300 is provided with a steam flow passage
150. Preferably, the steam flow passage 150 has a steam spray hole 321 formed therein
for spraying the steam to the main space 311 of the sub-cabinet 300.

That is, the steam outlet 15 is in communication with the main space 311 of the
sub-cabinet, preferably with a lower portion of the main space 311.

In the meantime, FIG. 4 illustrates sub-cabinets provided on one side of the main
cabinet 200. However, different from this, the sub-cabinets may be provided to
opposite sides of the main cabinet 200, respectively. Such a change of installation can
be made available easily by changing a location of the steam outlet 15 of the main
cabinet 200.

The embodiment enables to expand a laondry treating apparatus having a steam
generator 20 to a composite laundry treating apparatus. That is, a plurality of cabinets
having no steam generators are connected to the main cabinet having the steam
generator 20, to expand the laundry treating apparatus to the composite laundry
treating apparatus. In this instance, what is required for the sub-cabinet 300 is only
provision of a steam flow passage 150 for flow of the steam.

In the meantime, the main cabinet 200 may be provided, not only with the steam
generator 20, but also with the hot air supply device 40, which has been described with
reference to FIGS. 1 to 3.

However, in the embodiment, the hot air from the hot air supply device 40 is
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supplied, not only to the main cabinet 200, but also to the sub-cabinet 300.

That is, the main cabinet 200 has, not only the steam outlet 15, but also at least one
hot air outlet 115. Of course, depending on closing/opening of the hot air outlet 115,
the hot air is supplied to the main space 311 of the sub-cabinet 300, selectively.

In this case, it is preferable that the sub-cabinet 300 is provided with a hot air flow
passage 250 in communication with the hot air outlet 115, with an outlet 341 for
supplying the hot air to the sub-cabinet 300.

In the meantime, depending on a form of a hot air draulation, there may be an
outlet (not shown) in a top of the main space 311 of the sub-cabinet 300 for
discharging air from the main space 311 to an outside of the main space 311. In this
system, external air will be introdiced into the hot air supply device 40 of the main
cabinet 200, the hot air will be supplied to the main cabinets 11, and 311, and humid
air will be discharged from the outlets in the cabinets 200 and 300.

Moreover, in the embodiment, the hot air supply device 40 may further include a
condenser (not shown). This system has been described with reference to FIGS. 1to3,
already. In this case, it is preferable that the sub-cabinet 300 further includes a
condensing flow passage 350 for recovery of the air from the main space 311. The
condensing flow passage has an inlet 343 for introdiction of the air thereto.

That is, the air is introdiced to the hot air supply device 40 of the main cabinet 200
through the condensing flow passage 350 from the main space 311 of the sub-cabinet
300. The moisture will be removed from the air by the condenser of the hot air supply
device 40, and the air will be heated again, and supplied to the main spaces of the main
cabinets, again.

Acoordingly, it is preferable that the main cabinet 200 has an air recovery hole 215
for re-introdiction of the air from the sub-cabinets 300, preferably opened/closed se-
lectively as required.

The embodiment enables to turn the laundry treating apparatus having the cabinet
with the steam generator 20 and the hot air supply device 40 into a composite laundry
treating apparatus having a plurality of laundry treating apparatuses.

In this case, such a composite laundry treating apparatus can be made available by
only providing the flow passage 150 for supplying the steam, the flow passage 250 for
supplying the hot air, and a ondensing flow passage 350 for ondensing moisture in
the air as required, to each of the sub-cabinets 300.

In the meantime, the steam outlet 15 , the hot air ocutlet 115, and the air recovery

hole 215 can be opened/closed as required. That is, by opening/closing the steam outlet
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15, the hot air outlet 115, and the air recovery hole 215 of the main cabinet 200, or the
steam outlet 15, and the hot air outlet 115 of the sub-cabinet appropriately, various
forms of composite laundry treating apparatuses can be made available.

For an example, it is possible that both the steam and the hot ajr is supplied to the
main cabinet, only the steam is supplied to any one of the sub-cabinets, and only the
hot air is supplied to the other one of the sub-cabinets.

Swh various example of applications can be made available as a controller (not
shown) of the main cabinet controls opening/closing, not only of the steam generator
20 and the hot air generator 40, but also the steam outlet 15, the hot air outlet 115, and
the air recovery hole 215. In this case, opening/closing of the steam outlet 15, the hot
air outlet 115, and the air recovery hole 215 can be made available with on-off valves
operable with an electric signal.

In the meantime, in the foregoing embodiments, the cabinets may be clothes chests
in bed rooms. In this case, it is preferable that the clothes chests are constructed of a
material suitable to a humid environment, or a high temperature environment. Of
course, in a case the clothes chests are constructed of general wood, appropriate
atings may be applied.

Industrial Applicability

A laundry treating apparatus can provide a laundry treating apparatus which permits
composite treatment of laundry.

Steam from a laundry treating apparatus which uses steam can be used to other
laundry treating apparatus.

By building-in a supplementary laundry treating apparatus in a laundry treating
apparatus, a laundry treating apparatus can be provided, which permits the user to treat
laundry conveniently.

One laundry treating apparatus can be expanded to a plurality of laundry treating
apparatuses, for providing a laundry treating apparatus which can reduce prodict, and
installation costs.

The ability of supplying steam from one steam generator to a plurality of laundry
treating apparatuses permits the user to minimize inconvenience for securing water
supply sources required for steam generation.

A laundry treating apparatus more convenient to use can be provided by providing
air, spedfically, hot air generator to the laundry treating apparatus together with the
steam generator.

Finally, a laundry treating apparatus can be provided, which can be installed, not at
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a laundry room, but at a bed room, easily.
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Claims
A laundry treating apparatus omprising:
a cabinet having a main space selectively in communication with an outside of
the laundry treating apparatus with a door for holding laundry;
a steam generator provided to the cabinet for supplying steam to the main space;
and
at least one steam outlet in the cabinet for selective supply of the steam from the
steam generator to an autside of the laundry treating apparatus.
The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the steam outlet is formedin a sup-
plementary space formed in the cabinet separate from the main space.
The device as claimed in claim 2, wherein the supplementary space is provided
to an inside of the door, and selectively in communication with the autside of the
laundry treating apparatus with a supplementary door.
The device as claimed in claim 3, wherein the supplementary space is provided
with a supplementary laundry treating apparatus connected to the steam outlet
for supplying the steam.
The device as claimed in claim 4, wherein the supplementary laundry treating
apparatus includes a press that uses the steam and a hot Pplate, or a press that uses
the steam only.
The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the steam generator is provided to a
lower portion of the main space.
The device as claimed in claim 1, further comprising a hot air supply device for
supplying hot air to the main space.
The device as claimed in claim 7, wherein the hot air supply device is provided
to a lower portion of the main space.
The device as claimed in claim 8, wherein the main cabinet has an outlet formed
therein for discharge of air from the main space to an outside of the laundry
treating apparatus.
The device as claimed in claim 9, wherein the outlet is formed in a top of the
cabinet.
The device as claimed in claim 7, fiarther comprising a drculating flow passage
for receiving the air from the main space and discharging the air to the hot air
supplying device, and the hot air supply device further includes a condenser for

condensing moisture in the air.
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The device as claimed in claim 11, wherein the dreulating flow passage is a duct
provided to one side of the main space.

The device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the main space has coat hangers
provided to an upper portion for hanging laundry.

A composite laundry treating apparatus comprising:

at least two cabinets adjacent to each other and each having a main space in com-
munication with an outside of the cabinet with a door selectively for holding
laundry; and

a steam generator provided to one of the cabinets for selective supply of steam to
the main spaces of the cabinets.

The device as claimed in claim 14, wherein the cabinets include a main cabinet
having the steam generator and at least one sub-cabinet adjacent to the main
cabinet.

The device as claimed in claim 15, wherein the main cabinet further includes a
steam outlet to be opened/closed selectively for supplying the steam from the
steam generator to the sub-cabinet.

The device as claimed in claim 16, wherein the steam outlet is in communication
with a lower portion of the main space of the sub-cabinet.

The device as claimed in claim 14, wherein the main cabinet is fiurther provided
with a hot air supply device for selective supply of hot air to main spaces of the
main cabinet and the sub-cabinet.

The device as claimed in claim 18, wherein the hot air supply device is provided
to a lower portion of the main space of the main cabinet.

The device as claimed in claim 18, wherein the main cabinet is further provided
with a hot air outlet opened/closed selectively for supplying the hot air from the
hot air supply device to the sub-cabinet.

The device as claimed in claim 18, wherein the main cabinet and the sub-cabinet
have outlets for discharging air from the main spaces to an outside of the laundry
treating apparatus respectively.

The device as claimed in claim 18, further comprising a drculating flow passage
provided to each of the main cabinet and the sub-cabinet for receiving the air
from the main spaces and discharging the air to the hot air supplying device, and
the hot air supply device fiurther includes a condenser for ondensing moisture in
the air.

The device as claimed in claim 22, wherein the drculating flow passage is
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constructed of a dict provided to one side of each of the main spaces.
[24] The device as claimed in claim 14, wherein the main spaces of the main cabinet
and the sub-cabinet have wat hangers provided to an upper portion for hanging

laundry, respectively.
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