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and adjustably connected, one of the flaps 
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To all tuhon it. Indy concern: 
Be it known that I, SYDNEY STARKEY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at East 
Liverpool, in the county of Columbiana, and 
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and 
usefullmprovementsin Shoes; and I do here 
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to shoes, and most es 

pecially to the low-cut variety, the purposebe 
ing to adapt a shoe of given size and width to 
varying insteps, whereby it can be worn upon 
a foot having a high, a low, or an intermedi 
ate instep with the same degree of comfort, 
ease, and fit, thereby obviating the necessity 
for the merchant to carry a number of shoes 
of the same size, but varying in instep meas 
urement. . 
This invention will enable a merchant of 

limited capital and room to carry a full stock 
of all sizes of shoes without having to likewise 
provide a number of shoes of the same size, 
but varying in height of instep. 
The invention consists of a shoe having its 

vamp of maximum size to fit the highest pos 
sible instep, flaps projecting from the forward 
ends of the quarters and adapted to overlie 
the vamp and have their free ends overlap 
having the shank portion of a separable fas 
tening and the other flap having a series of 
openings to make adjustable connection with 
the shank of the aforesaid fastening member, 
and an elastic web or tape attached at one end 
to the flap having the series of openings and 
provided at its free end with the other mem 

40 

45 

ber of the separable fastening, said elastic 
being taut at all relative adjustments of the 
fastening member carried thereby and adapt 
ed to conceal the openings in the outer flap. 
The invention also consists of the novel fea 

tures, details of construction, and peculiar 
combination of parts, which hereinafter will 
be more fully set forth, claimed, and shown 
in the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shoe, 
showing the application of the invention. 
Fig. 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, the flaps and 
the elastic being released and thrown open. 

Fig. 3 is a detail section of the vamp, flaps, 
and fastening means on a larger scale. 
Corresponding and like parts are referred 

to in the following description and indicated 
in all the views of the drawings by the same 
reference characters. 
- The shoe is of the low-cut type, and its vamp 
1 is sufficiently ample to fit the highest instep 
of a foot of given size. The edge or marginal 
portions of the vamp are reinforced to give 
the requisite stiffness, the reinforcement 2 
being applied to the inner side, and the inter 
mediate portion is simply lined to provide for 
its gathering when the shoe is fitted to a foot 
of low instep. The quarters 3 have their up 
per forward ends loose, and flaps 4 and 5 pro 
ject upwardly therefrom and are adapted to 
overlie the vamp and to have their free end 
portions overlap. The flap 4is shorter than the 
flap 5 and carries the shank member 6 of a 
separable fastening, the shank or stem pro 
jecting through the flap and retained in place 
by its back plate engaging the rear or inner 
side of the flap. The long flap 5 has a series 
of openings 7, through any one of which the 
shank 6 is adapted to extend and adjustably 
connect the flaps when fitted to the instep. 
The clasp member 8 of the separable fasten 
ing is applied or engaged by a snap action 
with the projecting end of the shank 6 and 
holds the flaps 4 and 5 in fixed relation when 
adjusted. An elastic tape or web. 9 is secured 
at one end to the base portion of the flap 5, 
and the clasp member 8 of the separable fas 
tening is applied to its free end. . A bow, ro 
sette, or like ornament 10 is applied to the 
outer or free end of the Web and is designed 
to conceal the outer openings 7 When the fas 
tening member 6 passes through the inner 
most opening or the one farthest removed 
from the free end of the flap 5. 
is of such relative length as to be under ten 
sion at all stages of its adjustment and secures 
the clasp member 8 of the separable fastening 
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The elastic 

against casual displacement and to conceal 
the openings 7 and to give a neat and finishe 
appearance to the shoe. 
When a shoe otherwise fits the foot of a 

customer, the merchant adjusts the vamppor 
tion to secure a close fit about the instep by 
bringing the ends of the flaps 4 and 5 together 
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and connecting them in the manner set forth. 
The Vamp when adjusted can remain undis 
turbed, or the flaps can be utilized by the 
Wearer as a convenient means to enable the 
shoe to be readily removed and placed upon 

being capable of easy. the foot, the fastening 
and ready adjustment. : - . . . 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new is- x x . . . . . . . . . . 

A shoe having its vamp of maximum size to 
fit the highest instep and having the upper 
forward ends of its quarters loose, flaps pro 
jecting from the loose ends of the quarters to 

- unequal distanees and adapted to overlie the 
5 

633,919 

and a shank member, the latter being applied 
to the short flap and adapted to make adjusta 
ble connection with the long flap by passing 
through any one of the series of openings 
formed therein, and an elastic web secured 
at one end to the base portion of the long flap 
and having the said clasp member applied to 
its free end and adapted to overlie the long 
flap and conceal the openings therein in any 
Scribed. 
In testimony, whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. s: 
SYDNEY STARKEY. L. s. S. 

vamp and to have their ends overlap, the - Witnesses: - 
longer flap having a series of openings, a sep 
arable fastening comprising a clasp member 

JoHN MYLER, 
WILLIAM, WEING ARTNER. 
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adjustment of the flaps, substantially as de 

  


