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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs F. HAN SEN, 

a citizen of Norway, residing at Port Lud 
low, in the county of Jefferson and State 
of Washington, have invented certain new 
and useful improvements in Stamp-Affixing 
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Devices, of which the following is a specifi 
cation, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings. 

. This invention relates to stamp affixing 
devices and has particular reference to a 
device of that character whereby the stamps 
are readily picked up. and affixed to the 
envelops. 
The object of the present invention resides 

in the provision of a device for affixing 
stamps to envelops which may be easily and 
quickly operated with the use of one hand, 
the stamp being held in position for affixing 
to the envelop by means of air suction. 
A further object is to provide a device of 

the above character comprising a cylinder 
or air tube having a stamp receiving head 
on one end thereof and a plunger in Said 
tube adapted to be actuated to draw or suck 
the stamp into the head to discharge the 
same therefrom upon the moistened surface 
of the envelop. 
A still further object is to provide a stamp 

affixing device which may be constructed at 
a minimum cost and which is also strong, 
durable and highly efficient in practical op 
eration. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists of the novel features of 
construction, combination and arrangement 
of parts hereinafter fully described and 
claimed and illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawings, in which 

Figure is a perspective view of a stamp 
affixing device constructed in accordance 
with my invention: Fig. 2 is an enlarged 
vertical section of the same; and Fig. 3 is 
an inverted perspective view of the stamp 
applying head. 

Referring more particularly to the draw 
ing 5 indicates an air tube or cylinder which 
may be inexpensively formed from sheet 
metal and is provided with an enlarged head 
6 which will conveniently fit into the palm 
of the operator's hand. Upon the other end 
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of the cylinder 5 the stamp receiving head 
7 is secured. This head may also be formed 
from sheet metal or can be cast as desired. 
In either case it is provided with a central 
tubular boss or extension 8 which is interiorly 

threaded as shown at 9 to receive the thread 
ed end of the cylinder 5. The sides of the 
head 7 are flared or diverged outwardly as 
shown at 7 and have arranged between them 
the flexible body, 10. This body may be 
formed of rubber or of a plurality of layers 
of felt secured together. it is centrally pro 
vided with an opening 11 which is concen 
trically disposed with relation to the air 
cylinder 5. It will be noted from reference 
to Fig. 2 that the depth of the head 7 is 
greater than the thickness of the body 10 
so that when the edges of the flared sides 7 
of the head are disposed upon a flat plane 
surface a slight space will be left between 
said surface and the bottom of the flexible 
body. This body 10 may be secured in the 
head 7 in any well known manner and in the 
operation of the device air is adapted to be 
discharged through or drawn into the open 
ing.11 as will more fully hereinafter appear. 
The cylinder 5 is formed intermediate of 

its ends with a short longitudinal slot 12. 
Through this slot the angularly disposed 
end of a plunger rod 13 extends and is 
adapted to be engaged by the finger of the 
operator to move the plunger head 14 up 
Wardly within the air cylinder against the 
contractile force of a spring 15. This spring 
15 is located in the lower end of the cylinder 
and has one of its ends secured to the body 
10, the other end thereof being fixed to 
the plunger head 14. This spring normally 
tends to hold the end of the plunger rod in 
the lower end of the slot 12. 
When the plunger 14 is drawn upwardly. 

in the cylinder 5, the stamp over which the 
head 10 has been placed is drawn against 
said head by the pressure of the air below 
the stamp which seeks to enter the opening 
11 in the head. The operator then moves the 
device to the place where the same is to be 
applied, and in such movement additional 
air finds its way into the lower end of the 
cylinder So as to produce sufficient air there 
in to force the stamp away from the head 
when the plunger 14 is released. The stamp 
will be held against the body as long as 
the plunger 14 is Sustained in its raised po 
sition by the finger of the operator. After 
the corner of the envelop has been moistened 
and the head 7 positioned thereon, the oper 
ator relieves pressure upon the end of the 
rod 13 so that the spring 15 draws the 
plunger head 14 downwardly in the tube 
and discharges air through the opening 11 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

LOO 

05 

110 



10 

in the head 10. This discharge of the air 
forces the stamp away from the head and 
into contact with the moistened surface of 
the envelop. A very powerful jet of air 
is discharged when the plunger is released 
so that it is sufficient to cause the stamp to 
securely adhere to the envelop thereby ob 
viating the liability of its accidental dis 
placement or loss. It will, of course, be 
understood. that the head 7 is of Sufficient 
size to entirely surround the stamp so that: 
the same will lie flatly against the member 
10 when all of the air between the stamp 
and said member has been drawn into the 
tube. m 

While the device is particularly adapted 
for use with my improved envelop sealing 
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is claimed is:- 

cylinder, a stamp receiving head on one end 
- 5 

cating with the cylinder, a spring held plun 

cause air. to be drawn into the cylinder 

Wardly flared Walls, a flexible body secured 

machine above referred to, it may also be 
employed with or without a sealing machine 
of any well known form. It is only necessary 
to provide a suitable frame into which the 
head 7 may be disposed upon the stamps ar 
ranged therein so that they may be removed 
singly from the frame and applied to the 
envelops. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that I 

have produced a stamp affixing device of 
comparatively simple construction and one. 
which is very efficient in practical use and 
may be quickly operated so that consider 
able time can thus be saved in the affixing 
of stamps to envelops. 
The device may be manufactured at a 

very low cost and while I have specifically. 
pointed out the preferred embodiment of 
the invention, it will be obvious that the 
same may be variously modified without de 
parting from the essential features or sacri 
ficing any of the advantages of the inven 
tion. . 

Having thus described the invention what 
1. A stamp affixing device comprising a 

of Said cyhinder, a plunger movable in the 
cylinder, said head having an opening com 
municating with the cylinder, a spring nor 
mally holding Said plunger against move 
ment, and means for moving the plunger to 
through said head, substantially as and for 
the purpose specified. 

2. A stamp affixing device comprising a 
cylinder, a head secured on one end of said 
cylinder having an open bottom and out 

in the head having an opening communi 
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ed to said plunger, said cylinder having a 
longitudinal slot therein, the plunger rod 
extending through said slot for engagement 
by the finger of the operator, said head be 
ing adapted to receive a stamp therein by 
the suction of air created by the movement 
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of the plunger in one direction, the reverse 
movement of Said plunger being adapted to 
force the stamp out of the head, substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth. 

3. A stamp affixing device comprising a 
cylinder, a head 'secured on one end of Said 
cylinder having an open bottom and out 
wardly flared side and end walls, a flexible 
body secured in the head, the surface of Said 

ing therein, a plunger longitudinally mov 
able in said cylinder, the movement of the 
plunger in one direction creating an air 
suction through said body to draw a stamp 
against the surface thereof into the head, 
the movement of the plunger in the opposite 
direction expelling the air through said 
body to force the stamp from the head, and 
means for moving said plunger, Substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth. 

4. A stamp affixing device comprising a 
cylinder, a sheet metal rectangular head 
threaded upon one end of the cylinder, the 
walls of said head being outwardly flared, 
a flexible body secured between the walls of 
the head, the surface of said body being dis 
posed above the edges of the sides of the 
head, said body having an opening therein 
communicating with the cylinder, a plun 
ger movable in the cylinder, a contractile 
spring secured at one end to said body and 
at its other end to the plunger, said cylin 
der having a longitudinal slot formed there 
in intermediate of its ends, a plunger rod 
secured to the plunger having its ends lat 
erally disposed and extended through said 
slot, said extended end of the plunger rod 
being adapted for engagement by the finger 
of the operator to move said plunger, the 
upward movement of the plunger causing 
suction of air into the tube to draw a stamp 
into the head against the surface of the body 
therein and the reverse movement of said 
plunger expelling air from the cylinder to 
force the stamp from the head, Substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth, 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 

signature in the presence of two witnesses. 
. . . CHARLES F. HANSEN. 

Witnesses: 
H. PouLSEN, 

ger in Said cylinder, a plunger rod connect 
Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents 

C. N. CUNNINGHAM. 
each, by addressing the " Commissioner of Patents, 

Washington, D. C.’ 

body being disposed above the lower edges 
of the side walls, said body having an open 
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