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GOLF-CLUB-HEAD CONSTRUCTION

Application filed August 21, 1929, Serial No. 387,471

This invention relates to the construction
of golf club driving heads, and an object of
invention is to provide a laminated head
that is as strong as solid heads, and at the
same time to use smaller pieces of persimmon
and dogwood so.as to considerably reduce
the cost of manufacture. ,

Further objects of the invention are to
provide, in a manner as hereinafter set forth,
a golf club head construction of the char-
acter referred to, that is strong, compact and
durable, thoroughly reliable for itsintended
purpose, very simple in its method of as-
sembly, and construction, and comparatively
inexpensive to manufacture.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view, the invention consists of a novel con-
struction, combination and arrangement of
parts that will be hereinafter more specifi-
cally described and -illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, wherein is disclosed
an embodiment of the invention, but it is to
be understood that changes, variations and
modifications may be resorted to without de-
parting from the spirit of the claims hereto
appended. '

In the drawings wherein like reference
characters denote  corresponding parts
throughout the several views: .

Figure 1 is a perspective fragmentary por-
tion of a golf club in the finished assembled
relation.

Figure 2 is a perspective view of one of
the head sections. R

Figure 8 is a vertical section taken sub-
stantially on line 3—38 of Figure 1.

Tigure 4 is a side view of a pair of stems"

bent and unsevered in accordance with the
present invention. o :

Tigure 5 is a fragmentary perspective
view of the two head sections assembled on
the stem section prior to finishing the club
as is illustrated in Figure 1.

It is customary in the trade to form the
wooden driving head of a golf club of per-
simmon or dogwood that are very expensive
to make. The expense is attributed to the
fact that persimmon or dogwood do not
grow very large in diameter and in order
to turn down a driving head from these

‘woods, 1t is mecessary to either cut-down
on the width of the head or waste a large
amount, of expensive wood. :

The present invention tends to eliminate
this expensive method of manufacture as 55
will appear in the following deseription.
The first economical step in the manufacture
of the head In accordance with the present
invention. is to take a piece of straight -
grained hickory or ash or any other hard- 6o
wood having straight grain and by the con-

_ventional steaming process form a substan-

tially ‘U-shaped body 6 with the desired
angles at 7, 8, where the legs merge with: the
bight portion of the body portion. 65
After drying, the body. portion may be
severed along the dotted line 9, whereby two
necks indicated generally at 10 are formed.
The angles at 7 and 8 are within the- best
practice, obtuse angled. 70
In cross section, the body portion 6 is
preferably square. The second -economical
step in accordance with the present inven-
tion is to provide the head indicated gen-
erally at 11 in two sections 12, 13. The. 75
sections 12, 13 are formed of persimmon,

.dogwood, used ordinarily in constructing the

heads of golf clubs. The two sections 12, 13
are formed solid and of a substantially rec-
tangular configuration. Intermediate the 80
upper and lower faces of each section 12,

*13 on the inner face of each, there are pro-

vided. registering, inwardly = directed U-

.shaped channels 14, 15.

Channel 14 on section 12 is co-exten‘sive 85
with the width thereof and the channel 15
on ‘the section 13 is co-extensive with the

-width of this section. When the inner faces

of the sections 12 and 13 are brought to-

.gether, the registering .channels 14, 15 over-. 90
Iap the entire area of the lower legs 16 of -

the obtuse angled stem 10. Prior to the as-
sembly, the channels are coated with glue
and the outer face of the leg 16 is also coated
with glue so that when the channels are 95
brought into overlapping relation with the
leg. 16 of the stem they will form a solid

‘laminated head 11 as will be clearly under-

stood by referring to Figure 3 of the draw-
ings. .~ , . o100
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The upper leg 17 of the stem 10 may be
turned down as shown in Figure 1 of the
drawings. The leg 17 may also be provided

_ with a socket, not shown in the drawings, to
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receive the lower end of the shaft 18. The
laminated head 11 may be turned to provide
the conventional driving head indicated at
19 in Figure 1 of the drawings.

The grain of the lower or ovellapped leg
16 extends parallel with the longitudinal di-
mension of the  driving head while the
grain of the upper or free leg 17 runs paral-
lel with the grain of the handle.

From the foregoing, it will be seen that
there will be no great waste in band sawing
this head as is customary in the solid head,
and furthermore there will be very little
waste in turning the head down upon the
leg to the form shown in the drawings.
Furthermore,. the construction provides
grain running parallel with the head and

-also a straight grain running parallel of the

club by reason of forming the stem in ac-
cordance with the present invention.

The one piece or unitary stem being of
straight grained material provides in the one

‘piece grain running parallel to the head and

also to the handle of the club.

It is-to be understood that by describing
in detail herein any particular form, strue-
ture or arrangemsnt, it is not intended to
limit the invention beyond the terms of the
several claims or the requirements of the
prior art.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is:

1. A wooden golf club head comprising a
longitudinally grained straight piece of
wood bent to:an oblique angle to form a stem,
a pair of rectangular blocks: of wood. of
different texture from the stem, said blocks
having registering channels on.their inner
faces intermediate the upper and lower faces
thereof, said registering channels overlap-
ping and secured to one leg of the stem by
an agglutinating material.

2. A wooden. golf club head comprising
a 1on01tudlnally grained straight piece of
wood bent to an oblique angle to form a
stem, a pair of rectangular blocks of wood
of different texture from the stem, -said
blocks having registering channels on their
inner faces intermediate the upper and lower
faces thereof, said registering channels over-
lapping and 'secured to one lecr of the stem
by an agglutinating mfztenal and the leg

“of the stem overlapped: by the channels belncr

of a square configuration.

3. A wooden golf club- head COIIlpI‘lSlHO'
a longitudinally grained - straight. piece -of
wood bent to an oblique anOIe to- form a

~stem,-a pair of rectangﬂar blocks of wood
- of different texture

rom ‘the stemr, said
blocks having registering channels. on their
inner faces intermediate the upper and lower
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faces thereof, said registering channels over-
lapping and secured to one leg of the stem
by an agglutinating materlal and the leg
of the stem overlapped by the channels bemo
of a square configuration, the grain of the
overlapped leg of the stem being parallel
with the longitudinal dimension of head and
the grain of the free leg of the stem parallel
with the handle of the club.

4. A wooden golf club head comprising 2
longitudinally grained straight piece of wood
bent to an oblique angle to form a stem,
a pair of rectangular blocks of wood of dif-
ferent texture from the stem, said blocks
havmg registering channels on their inner
faces intermediate the upper-and lower faces
thereof, said registering channels overlap-
ping and secured to one leg of the stem by
an agglutinating material, and the leg of the
stem overlapped by the chanmnels being of a
square -configuration, the grain of the over-
lapped leg of the stem bemg parallel with
the 10n(rltuchnal dimension of head and the
grain of the free leg of the stem parallel
with the handle of the club, the pair of
channels heing of substanmally U-shaped
configuration.

In t testimony whereof I affix my signature.

BENJAMIN BOORMAN SMITH.
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