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UNITED STATES 
Patented January 26, 1904. 

PATENT OFFICE. 

EDWIN F. GREEN, OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, ASSIGNOR TO STEPHENS 
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CHECKBOOK 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 750,452, dated January 26, 1904. 
Application filed November 28, 1903, Serial No, l83,041, (No model.) 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, EDWIN F. GREEN, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at St. Louis, 
Missouri, have invented a certain new and use 
ful Improvementin Check-Books, of which the 
followingis a full, clear, and exact description, 
Such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming part of this specification, 
in which - 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a check-book with 
the cover open and partly broken away. Fig. 
2 is a Sectional elevation. Fig. 3 is a per 
Spective view showing the backing before be 
ing applied to the block of checks, a fragment 
of Such a block of checks being also illus 
trated; and Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional 
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elevation at right angles to the view shown in 
Fig. 2. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

check-books, and more particularly to a book 
adapted to be bound or assembled by unskilled 
persons. The parts of the present book, in 
cluding the checks, can be supplied to a bank 
or the like, the checks not having customers' 
names printed thereon, and the bank can, as 
may become necessary, have proper numbers 
of checks from their stock printed by the lo 
cal printer with the proper customer's name, 
and the bank itself can then bind such checks 
in the cover and supply the books thus pro 
duced to the customer. 
My object is to provide a book of the char 

acter indicated which can be very cheaply and 
easily constructed and can be assembled with 
out any difficulty whatever by even a most 
unskilled person, the book when assembled 
being neat, strong, and durable. 
To these ends and also to improve gener 

ally upon devices of the character indicated 
the invention consists in the various matters 
hereinafter described and claimed. 

Referring now more particularly to the 
drawings, it will be seen that the cover com 
prises front and back cover-boards 1 and 2, 
connected in a well-understood manner by a 
flexible back 3, the rear or back cover-board 

2 having formed thereon a pocket 4, which 
opens at its inner end adjacent the inner edge 
of said rear cover-board, such a pocket being 
well known upon book-covers. The backing 
has front and rear boards 5 and 6, which are 
connected by a back 7, and these front and 
rear boards of the backing are provided with 
openings or perforations 8, the openings in 
one board alining with those in the other. 
board. The sheets of checks 9 are provided 
along what may be termed their 'inner” edges 
with openings 10, which correspond to the be 
fore-mentioned openings 8 in the backing, so 
that when a block of checks is inserted be 
tween the front and rear boards 5 and 6 of 
the backing the openings 10 aline with the 
corresponding openings in the backing, as 
illustrated in Figs. 2 and 4. When the checks 
are thus inserted in the backing, commercial 
paper-fasteners 11, such as the well-known 
McGill fasteners, are passed through the open 
ings, and the checks and the backing are thus 
secured together. The rear board 6 of the 
backing is elongated to produce a tongue 12, 
which is received in the before - mentioned 
pocket 4. 
The backing is produced by filler-boards 13 

and 14, which form the body portions of Said 
front and rear boards 5 and 6, and a covering 
of suitable flexible material, which is bent 
about the free or forward edge of the said 
filler-board 13, is then pasted to the upper 
and lower sides of said filler-board, then has 
its two layers pasted together to produce the 
before-mentioned back 7, and then has its in 
ner layer 15 pasted upon the upper side of 
the filler-board 14, the layer 16, which corre 
sponds to said layer 15, being preferably 
gummed upon its face adjacent the filler-board 
14, but not pasted thereto when the parts of 
the book are shipped to the bank, this being 
illustrated particularly in Fig. 3. 
ASSuming that a bank has been supplied 

with the parts of the present book and that 
it desires to make up a check-book, it is only 
necessary to insert the block of checks in the 
backing, pass ordinary paper-fasteners 11 
through the openings, and Spread the free 
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ends 17 of such fasteners upon the lower side 
of the rear filler-board 14, paste the covering 
Strip 16 upon the filler-board 14 over the free 
ends 17 of the fasteners, and then insert the 
tongue 12 into the pocket 4, whereupon a sub 
stantial and neat check-book is produced with 
the check-stubs firmly secured to the backing, 
the covering-strip 16 preventing any possi 
bility of separation of the paper-fasteners 11 
from the backing and the checks. The paper 
fasteners are of commercial construction, can 
be readily bought in the open market, and 
can be placed in properly-secured position 
by even a most unskilled person. Of course 
when a block of checks has been used the 
backing, with its attached stubs, is removed 
from the cover and a new block of checks is 
secured to a new backing and this new back 
ing is attached to the cover. 1. 

I am aware that minor changes in the con 
struction, arrangement, and combination of 
the several parts of my device can be made 
and substituted for those herein shown and 
described without in the least departing from 
the nature and principle of my invention. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In a check-book, the combination with a 
cover having a pocket upon One of its cover 
boards, of a backing including front and rear 
boards, said rear board being extended to pro 
duce a tongue fitting in Said pocket, checks 
between said front and rear boards of said 
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backing, and commercial paper-fasteners ex 
tending through said checks and said front 
and rear boards of said backing and securing 
said boards together; substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. In a check-book, the combination with a 
cover having one of its boards provided with 
a pocket, of a backing comprising front and 
rear filler-boards and a covering which is 
bent about the free edge of said upper filler 
board, has its layers pasted together interme 
diate said filler-boards to form a back for said 
backing, and has its layers upon opposite 
edges of said backing pasted upon opposite 
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faces of said filler-boards, said lower filler 
board being extended to form a tongue re 
ceived in said pocket, checks between said 
front and rear boards of said backing, and com 
mercial paper-fasteners extending through 
said filler-boards and said checks and secur 
ing said parts together, the free ends of Said 
fasteners being spread and lying between said 
lower filler - board and the covering -strip 
pasted upon the under side thereof, whereby 
Said covering-strip Secures Said fasteners; Sub 
stantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
signature, in the presence of two witnesses, 
this 24th day of November, 1903. 

EDWIN. F. GREEN. 

Witnesses: 
G-ALES P. MOORE, 
GEORGE BAKEWELL. 
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