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To all whom i may concern.:

Be it known that I, HENRY L. N ELMS, Jr.,
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of Philadelphia,State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Blacking Brushes or Dips, which
improvement is fully set forth in the follow-
ing specification and accompanying drawings.

My invention consists of a blacking hrush
or dip having novel means for securing the
bristles to the head thereof, as will be here-
inafter fully set forth.

The figures represent partial side elevations
and partial longitudinal sections of blacking
brushes or dips embodying my invention, the
securing devices being shown separated in
Fig. 2,

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the two figures.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
blacking brush or dip econsisting of a sock-
eted head B, formed of a top plate with a de-
pending flange, handle C, and a bunch of
bristles D, which parts, excepting where the
features of my invention are applied to the
same, are of well-known construction.

In the head B is a taperin gor conical open-
ing E to receive a tapering or conical plug
I, which latter is passed through the bunech
of bristles D from below and inserted in the
head B. In the plug is a threaded opening
receiving a secrew &, whose head bears against
the portion of the head B around the wall of
the opening E. It will be seen that when the
bristles are in position and the piug and
serew located the latter is lightened, where-
by the plug is drawn into the opening B and
through the inner end of the bunch of bris-
tles, thus compressing said end against the
wall of the socket of the head. As the plug
is controlled by the serew G, its displacement
is prevented, and thus the bristles are firmly
and reliably- held in position. When the

bristles are worn, they may be ,displ‘aced by
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loosening and removing the screw G, after
which a fresh bunch may be applied and se-
cured to the head by means of -the plng and
screw, as in the previous case. - As the plug
fills the opening E and the screw has its head
overlapping the wall of said opening, the
blacking is prevented from being forced
through or escaping from said openingat the
top thereof. .

In practice the handle and head are made
integral, of metal, so as to be adapted for
further use, the bristles being renewed as
occasion requires, such construction being
strong, durable, and inexpensive.

The plug is preferably made of wood, in
which case the threaded opening may be
formed when the serew is driven thereinto,
and it is evident that a nail or tack may be
employed in lieu of the screw for securing
the plug in position in the head of the brush.

If desired, the plug may have a screw-stem
at top for engagement of a nut for holding
said plug in position, as will be seen by the
dotted figure at the left of the plug shown in
Fig. 2. ‘

Having thus described my invention,what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

A socketed head provided with a laterally-
projecting handle and formed of a top plate
with a depending flange, said plate having a
conical opening and receiving a conical plug,
whose lower portion is within the bunch of
bristles and whose upper part contains a
screw, the head whereof is outside of said
plate and bears against the top plate around
the wall of the opening therein, the top plate,
flange, and handle being integral, of metal,
and all parts combined substantially as de-

seribed.
HENRY L. NELMS, Jr.
Witnesses:
JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
WM. C. WIEDERSHEIM.
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