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ENVELOPE.
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o all whom it may conecern:
Be it known that I, DESIRE NORMAND, of
the city of Providenee, in the county of Provi-

denee and State of Rhode Island, have in--

vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Knvelopes; and I hereby declare that the
following isa full) clear, and exact description
of thesame, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this speci-
fication.

Thisinvention has referencetoan improved
deviee adapled to be secured to envelopes and
to facilitate when secared the opening of the
same. :

The invention consists in the peculiarcon-
struetion and arrangement of the device in
connection with an envelope, as will be more
fully sctforth hereinafter, and more particu-
larly pointed out in the claim.

Figure 1 is a view of an envelope such as
is usually used for mailing letters,showing the
flap which covers the opening into which the
letter is inserted opened outward and astring,
cord, or wire secured to the envelope by a me-
tallic fastening. Fig. 2 is a view of a bLlank
which when bent over is used forsecuring the
cord, thread, or wire to the envelope. Fig. 3
is a slightly-modified form of a sheot-metal
blank adapted to secure the cord or wire to
the envelope. Fig. 4 is a view of a parcel,
which may be a newspaper, partially inclosed
in & wrapper or envelope to which a cord,
thread, or wire is secured by the metallic fas-
tening device.

The object of the invention is to produce a
device provided with a cord, thread, or fine
wire that may be readily secured to an en-
velope so that one end will project beyond
the envelope sufficiently to allow the hand to

grasp it and by which the envelope may be’

quickly and neatly torn open.

Similar numbers of reference designate cor-
responding parts throughout.

In the drawings the numeral 5 indicates
the envelope or wrapper; 6, the cord, thread,
or fine wire; 7, the thin sheet-metal blank,
having a central portion 7, on opposite sides
of which the prongs 72 and 7° are formed, so
that they may be readily bent at or nearly at
right angles to the plane of the central por-
tion 7/, inserted through the paper forming
the envelope or wrapper, and after inserting

one end. of the cord, thread, or fine wire un-
der or between the portions 77 and 7* may be
firmly secured by doubling up and pressing
the prongs 72 and 73 against the central por-
tion 7'in a suitablepress, and thus securethe
cord or fine wire 6 at one end firmly to the
envelope.

In Fig. 3 the Llank 7 isshown provided with
the notches 7% This constriction is pecu-
liarlyadapted for use onletter-envelopes, the
cord G being secured at these notches 74, so
that when the prong 7*isbent overand pressed
on the inside of the envelope the cord or fine
wire 6 will lie exactly in the fold of .the flap
5’ which covers the opening of the envelope,
as is shown in Fig. 1.

‘It is obvious that various modifications may
be made in the formof the metallicfastening
device; but the essential features—namely,
the central portion 7’ and the prongs 7° and
73—are required to carry out thisinventionin
its most perfect form.

The operation of the device is as follows:

The metallic fastening device 7, having the
prongs 7® and 7° bent at or nearly at right
angles with the surface of the central portion
7’, is inserted through the envelope or wrap-
per so that the central portion bears against
the outer surface of the envelope or wrapper.
The cord, twine, or fine wire 6 is laid on the
inside of the envelope or wrapper, preferably
so that the end ¢’ when the prong 7% is bent
over and clinched will extend beyond the
metal of the prong and when by a blow the
prong is firmly clinched the cord, twine, or
fine wire 6 will pass over the prong 7% as is
shown in Fig. 1. . When the envelope or
wrapper, having been sealed, arrives at its
destination, the same can be quickly and
neatly torn open by exertingaquick and sud-
den strain on the cord, thread, or fine wireg,
aud thus the openingof the mail inlarge busi-
naess-houses is greatly facilitated.

Inthe Governmnent Postal Departient and
the railroad service large nambers of cnvel-
opes and wrappers have to be quickly opened
at stations Dy employés under conditions
where such a device by which the opening of
the envelope is facilitated is very desirable,
as by its use not only is time saved, but the
envelope is practically preserved intact, so
that it may receive again its contents and by
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the usnal stamp it bears bocome a vouchor as
to the time of its mailing and delivery.

Having thus deseriboed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Leotters
Patent—

The combination, with an envelope having
the flap 5" and tho cord 6, of the metallic fas-
toning dovice consisting of a central portion
“"and the prongs 72and 7% and the notches 71,

476,640

adapted Lo secure one end of the cord 1o the
envelope on the line of the fold of the flap 57,
substantially as deseribed.
In witness whercof I liave hereunto set my
hand.
DESIRE NORMAND.
Witnesses:
JosEra A, MILLER,
JosEPH A. MILLER, Jr.
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