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UNITED STATES

PAaTeENT OFFICE.

LEO C. BEAUDET, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

HOUSEHOLD-ALTAR FOR SACRAMENTAL PURPOSES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent N 0. 470,098, dated March 1, 1892,
Application filled October 27, 1891, Serial No, 410,042, (Vo model.)

Lo all whom it may concerry:

Be it known that I, Lro C. BrAUDET, of
New York city,in the county and State of New
York, haveinvented a new and useful House-
hold-Altarfor Sacramental Purposes, of which

the following is a full, clear, and exact de-

scription. ]

The objects of this invention areto provide
a compact and ornamental altar-table which
is adapted to be folded to produce an inclos-
ing box or cabinet in which the necessary ad-
junctive candelabra and vases are securely
retained when not in use and that may be
quiekly and conveniently unfolded into altar
form for the proper support of the sacra-
mental altar-service ware when occasion ro-
quires.

A further objeet is to provide a household
sacramental altar-table with a telescopicsup-
porting standard and base therefor which
will afford a ecolumn of proper height to sus-
tain the table suitably elevated or allow the
entire device to be greatly reduced in height
when this is desired.

To these ends my invention consists in the

. construction of parts and their combination,
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as is hereinafter deseribed and claimed,
Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the device
adjusted for service, the supporting-column
shown broken and the altar-service ware in
position thereon. - Fig. 2'is a sectional plan
view of the altar-table in folded adjustment
taken on the line 2 2 in Fig. 3, showing the
movable altar-service ware within by dotted
lines. Fig. 31is a transverse section of the
altar-table folded and interior parts in posi-
tion taken on the line 3 3 in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is
a perspective view of the device in a folded
condition. TFig. 5 represents the altar-table
partly unfolded with base-posts and center
column broken away below, part of the moy-
able service-ware being shown by dotted lines
in the position they occupy when the table is

" folded completely. Fig. 6isan enlarged view
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of a candle-support and case for the candle,
which is part of the altar-service ware; and
Fig. 7 is an enlarged broken and sectional

view of a hinged joint connection of parts of
the altar-table, an end view of which is shown
opposite the arrow 7 in Fig. 5.

There is a preferably rectangular base A
provided whereon a center colamn Bis erected,
which is composed of tubular sections that
are-adapted to slide together telescopically,
each section being slotted longitudinally a
major portion of its length for the reception
of the locking-pins a, that project from an in-
terior tube-section into the slot of an envel-
oping tube-section. Said pins are adapted
to enter lateral notches formed at the top
of each slot o/, and thus retain all the sec-
tions adjusted as one column when these lan-
tern lock connections are interlocked ag rep-
resented on two sections in Fig. 1. TUpon
the section that is of the smallest diameter
and uppermost when the colamn B is ex-
tended a radial flange b is secured at its
upper terminal, which flange is affixed to the
lower side of the altar-table O centrally to
afford support for the latter. The altar-table
Cis composed of 3 rectangular center piece ¢’
and two main leaves ¢ and ¢ that are hinged
together where their side edges-abut, said
hinges d being placed upon the upper8urface
of the altar-table when it is extended, so as
to adapt the leaves ¢ ¢? to fold upwardly and
form opposite side walls of the rectangular
box or cabinet that the altar-table may be
converted into, as will be further explained.
To afford a substantial connection between
the hinged leaves ¢ ¢*and center biece ¢/, the
side edges of the latter are longitudinally
grooved near the center of thickness and the
upper corners of said edges are cut away a
proper degree. The edge portions ¢! of the
main leaves c ¢? are hinged to the reduced
portions of the grooved edges mentioned and
are made half thethickness of the leaves they
are a portion of by rabbeting along each edge
on the normally upper surface. The joints
of the hinges d, that connect the main leaves
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to the center piece, are made to align with -

the shoulders of the rabbets on the side edges
of the main leaves ¢ ¢? and also with the re-
duced top edge portions of the grooved edges
of the center piece ¢/, so that the thinner edge
portions c¢* of the main leaves will project
across the grooves when the parts are ad-
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justed, as shown in Fig. 3, When theleaves
¢ ¢ are folded outwardly, so as to align their
top faces with the upper surface of the center
piece ¢/, the edge portions ¢*' will enter the
grooves in ¢’ and impinge on the top and
Tower surface of the walls which stand each
side of said grooves, asshown in Fig.7. There
aretwoopposite supplementary leavese e gq’,
hinged to the ends of the outer main leavesc
¢*, respectively, the hinges %, that form the
joints between these parts, being secured on
the same side of the table C with the hinges
d. The edge portions of the main leaves ¢c®
and supplementary leaves hinged to them are
all rabbeted on the sides that come in contact,
and as this reductionis equal to one-half the
thickness of the leaves it will be seen that
when all are in open adjustment a level top
surface will be afforded for the table they
produce.

Upon the side edges of the supplementary
leaves e ge’ g’,that are innermost when these
parts are extended as a table, other similar
small leaves 4’ m m’ are hinged to said edges,
and are of such relative area as will adapt
them to completie the rectangular alter-table
when all are arranged in table form, the hinges
T that conneet the leaves named in the order
stated being placed upon their exterior sur-
face, or, in other words, on the side which is
lowermost when the parts are level on top, as
shown in Fig. 1 by dotted lines. The edges
of the leaves ¢ 4 m m/, which have contact
with edges of theleaves eg ¢’ g’, are rabbeted
to interlock with similarly-formed edges on
the last-named parts, so that mutual support
is afforded when all the table-leaves are ex-
tended and to sustain the supplementary
leaves 7 i/ m m’ where they are in contact
with the edges of the main center piece ¢/, &
projecting ledge 5 is formed at each end edge
of the latter, which ledges form seats whereon
the adjacent edges of the supplementary
leaves named will rest, one of said ledges
being shown in Fig. 5.

There is a rectangular wall-piece 7, secured
by one edge to the edge of the table-leaf A
having equal length therewith, the connection
of these pieces causing the wall-piece to pro-
ject at aright angle vertically when the altar-
table is in opened condition, as represented
in Fig. 1. The ends of the wall-piece 2 are
laterally rabbeted to receive the similarly-
formed edges of the wing-pieces 0, which are
joined thereto by the hinges o/, which engage
with these parts on the side that will be rear-
ward when the table-leaves are opened and
on top, as shown in Tigs. 4 and 5, when the
leaves are folded into cabinet form, and as
will be seen in the last-named figure. The
hinges o’ are bent 8o as to permit the rabbeted
edge portions of the wings o to fold upon the
similarly-rabbeted edges of the wall-piece n
and provide a smooth finish on the device

when the leaves are folded to form abox. On
the side of the wall-piece 7 that is adjacent
1o the table-surface when the leaves com pris-
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ing the latter are in opened adjustment a
groovée 7’ is longitudinally formed near the
free edge of said wall-piece, leaving a narrow
rib 72 stand as a margin for the latter. Pref-
erably ornamental handle-rings p are secured
at the centers of the wings o to facilitate the
manipulation of parts. On the side of the
wall-piece n that is nearest to the open table
C a crucifix D is secured by a swivel-jointed
clip 7, which will hold the piece D erect, as
shown by full lines in Fig. 1, or in a hori-
zo1 tal position, as indieated by dotted lines
in t.'e same figure.

The sacramental-service ware comprising.

two candelabra E and two cups or vases G
when arranged for service are given the posi-
tions upon the table shown in Fig. 1.

To preserve the candles T’ from injury when
the device is packed for transportation and the
table folded, as willbe explained, acases is fur-
nished for each candle and a holder-piece s
also, the candles being inserted by one endin
the holders that have their otherends shaped
to enter and fit within the sockets of thecan-
delabra E, the cases that are removed when
the candles are lighted being supported on
the corner-posts A’ of the base A, as shown
in Fig. 1.

Preferably the vases G, that are used to hold
liquids used for sacramental purposes, are
held in bracket-stands, which afford a wider
base and prevent accidental upsetting of the
receptacles.

Upon the supplementary leaves m’ ¢ of the
table C two folding curved bracket-arms v are
secured on each by a hinge-joint at one end
of each arm and are designed to receive the
cases s when the candles E’ are inclosed by
the cases and holders s’, as represented in
Fig. 6, the recumbent position of the samebe-
ing indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 5.

When the parts of the table C are to be
folded into cabinet or box form, the supple-
mentary leaves e e’ are folded upon themain
leaf ¢, and the other smallleaves m¢, thatare
hinged at % to the leaves ¢ ¢’,arefolded upon
them, as shown in IFig. 5, and, asshowninthe
same figure and in Fig.2,the leaves g’ m’ and
7, 4 are similarly imposed upon the main leaf
¢?, which latter is then rocked into a vertical
position and the leafc adjustedin alike man-
ner, so as to form_the opposite side walls of
the cabinet, this disposition of parts locating
the supplementary leaves within and the wall-
picce n in a horizontal plane above them af-
fording a top for the boxor cabinet. Inorder
to properly retain the table-service ware with-
in the inclosure, the candelabra E and vases
G are placed as shown in Fig. 2 and the in-
cased candles are hung on the bracket-arms
v, that are outwardly projected for this pur-
pose, the crucifix D being at the same time
turned to lie horizontally on the wall-piece n.
The several parts being arranged as has been
explained, the folding of the table C into a
rectangular close box is completed by flexing
the pieces o to render them parallel with each

70

75

8o

85

9o

95

T00

105

110

115

120

125

130



10

s

20

25

30

35

40

470,098

other and at right angles to the wall-piece 7,
causing their rabbeted edges to fit into the
similar edges of the leaves ¢ ¢? and simulta-
neously hooking the rib 72 over the upper
rabbeted edge of the upright leaforside wall
¢, that enters the groove n',asshown in Fig. 3.

When the table Chas been folded into cabi-
net form, as just explained, the sections of the
column B are slid together, so as to reduce
the height to that of one section,and the cabi-
net will then rest at the corners on the up-
right posts A’, which are provided for this

burpose, the entire device being then so re-

duced in dimensions as to render it conven-
iently portable, and if made of suitable mate-
rial will be ornamental to an apartment
wherein it is kept.

In some cases it may be preferred to dis-
pense with the telescopic column and base,
the table-top, when_in folded or opened con-
dition, being then placed upon any suitable
support in a room where the device is kept
for use. Hence I do not wish to restriet the

construction to thieimperative employment of

a supporting column and base in connection
with the table-top portion of the device,

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. In a portable device for sacramental pur-
poses, a table-top which is made up of leaves
hinged by side edges on a center piece and a
wall-piece rigidly affixed on a side edge of one
leaf, so as to form a rectangular box when
folded, and adapted to interlock its grooved
side edge with a rabbet edge on another leaf
when so adjusted, a telescopic column, and a
base, substantially as set forth.

2. In a portable device for sacramental pur-
poses, a table - top that is formed of leaves
hingedon acenter piece and a rigidly-secured

- wall-piece projecting at a right angle to one
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leaf at its side edge, which parts when folded
produce a rectangular box, a telescopic sup-
porting-column, a base therefor, and four up-
right posts at the corners of the base where-
on the box may rest, substantially as de-
seribed.

3. In.a portable device for sacramental pur-
poses, the combination of amain center piece
having its side édges grooved longitudinally
near the center of thickness and an upper
corner of each side cut away toreduce the top
wall of the groove in width and two main
leaves that are Hinged to the side edges of the
center piece above the grooves and have their
edge portions rabbeted and the side edges
which are adjacent to the grooves of the cen-
ter piece adapted to interlock with said
grooves when the leaves and center piece are
extended in one plane, substantially as de-
seribed.

4. A portable device for sacramental pur-

leaves

tached at- a right angle upon an

poses, having two main leaves hinged to a
center piece at the side edges, supplementary
leaves hinged to and supported by the main
and by projections from the cenia
piece, a wall-piece affixed at g right angie
upon the outer edge of one main leaf, a wing-
piece hinged to each end of the wall-piece, a
supporting-column, and a base, substantially
as described.

5. A portable device for sacramental pur-
poses, having two main leaves hinged to a
center piece, supplementary leaves hinged to
and supported by the main leaves, a wall-
piece affixed at a right angle on the outer side
edge of one main leaf, an upright support for
the device, and a crucifix having a swivel and
sliding connection with the inner side of the
wall-piece, substantially as described.

6. A portable device for sacramental pur-
poses, having two main leaves hinged to a
center piece, supplementary leaves hinged to
and supported by the main leaves and by pro-
jections on the center piece, a wall-piece at-
outer side
edge of one main leaf, a support for the een-
ter piece and attached parts, and bracket-
arms having hinged connection with two of
the supplementary leaves, substantially as
described.

7. The combination, with a center piece
grooved on its side edges, two main leaves
having rabbeted edges and hinged to the side
edges of the center piece, so as to projectinto
the grooves when the leaves and’ center piece
are aligned on top faces, a rabbet-edged wall-
piece rigidly secured to the outer edge of one
main leaf at a right angle thereto, and two
wings rabbeted on their edges and hinged op-

" positely on ends of the wall-piece, of a set of

supplementary leaves rabbeted on their edges
and hinged to each other and to the ends of
the main leaves, substantially as deseribed.
8. The combination of g center piece
grooved on its side edges, two main leaves
rabbeted on their edges and hinged bya side
edge of each to reduced portions of the side
edgeson the center piece, a rabbet-edged sup-
plementary leaf hinged to each end of the
two main leaves, a lateral leaf for each sup-
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plementary leaf rabbeted on their edges to .

lapfold together on-meeting edges and also
on projecting ledges on the ends of the center
piece, a wall-piece secured
outer edge of a main leaf at a right angle
thereto and rabbeted on free edges, a rabbet-
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byone edge on an

edged wing-piece hinged to each end of the .

wall-piece, a supporting-column, and a base,
substantially as described.

LEO C. BEAUDET.

Witnesses:
E. M. CLARK,
ALFRED MARTIN.

120




