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(57) Abstract: Provided is an endoscope having a bending section that can be switched between a semi-rigid state and a non-semi-
rigid state and having excellent handleability while reducing the bending operation force when bending the bending section. The en-
doscope (1) comprises: an insertion section (2) that is inserted into a site to be observed and that is provided with a bending section
(2b) that can bend in at least two directions; an operation section (3) that is provided continuous to the insertion section (2); a bend -
ing wire (11) that has a leading end coupled to the bending section (2b), and when pulled, causes the bending section (2b) to bend; a
bending operation member (5) to which the base end of the bending wire (11) is connected, wherein the bending operation member
(5) is disposed so as to be able to pivot about a sphere (13) provided in the operation section (3), and when pivoted, applies a pulling
force on the bending wire (11); an operation force reducing unit (20) having a (23) that is pivotably coupled to the bending operation
member (5) on the side closer to the insertion section (2) than the sphere (13) is, wherein the operation force reducing unit (20) has a
spring (29) that can press the bending operation member (5) via an end of (23); and a semi-rigid mechanism switch operating mem -
ber (6) that can be switched between a pressed state in which the spring (29) presses the bending operation member (5) and a non-
pressed state.
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