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. . My invention relates to shingles, and more 
particularly to a shingle that can be laid on a roof 
in a plurality of different patterns and obtain a 
roof that will be tight and wear well. 

It is a purpose of my invention to provide a 
shingle that has a body portion that is quadri 
lateral in shape and which has all the sides 
thereof of the same length, and which has one 
pair of opposite corners thereof obtuse angled 
and the other pair of corners thereof acute 
angléd, and to provide means whereby a shingle 
of this character can be laid in a plurality of 
different relative arrangements so as to obtain at 
least four different roof patterns, dependent upon 
the manner in which the same may be laid. 
The particular angular arrangement of the sides 
to each other can be varied as may be found 
desirable to get either sharper acute angles or 
acute angles more nearly approaching a right 
angle at one pair of opposed corners thereof, as 
may be found desirable, as long as the rhombus 
shape of the shingle is maintained. 

It is a purpose of my invention to provide 
gauging means on a shingle of the above men 
tioned character, to assure the proper relative 
arrangement of the shingles to each other, to get 
the desired appearance to the roof and to get the 
desired lap of the shingles, and to add to the ap 
pearance of the shingles so that relatively large 
shingles can be used without having the appear 
ance of being as large as the same actually are. 
In order to provide proper gauging means for 

determining the overlap and relative positioning 
of the shingles for the different patterns of roofs 
that may be laid therewith, it is necessary to 
have means for indicating a point at a definite 
uniform distance along each edge of the shingle 
from each of the corners, or apexes, thereof. 
Preferably, this is accomplished by providing a 
series of distinct lines. On the outer surface of the 
shingle, running each parallel to a side edge 
thereof, and extending to the side edges that are 
adjacent that to which the line is parallel, thus 
providing an outline on the shingle spaced from 
the edges thereof, that is a similar figure to the 
shingle itself, but smaller than the shingle, and 
extensions of the sides of this figure running to 
the side edges of the shingle. Instead of extend 
ing the lines to the edges of the shingle that form 
this pattern on the surface of the shingle, similar 
in shape to the shingle, itself, suitable indenta 
tions, or small notches, can be provided in the 
edge portions of the shingle where the lines run 
ning parallel to the side edges of the shingle would 
intersect these sides if extended. If it is desired 
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to not utilize the rhombus of Smaller size than 
the shingle on the surface thereof to give the 
effect of Smaller shingles thereto, the gauging 
can be accomplished by providing merely lines 
that would correspond to the above mentioned 
extensions at cach corner of the shingle running 
parallel to the two adjacent sides at said corner 
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and each intersecting the side that it is not 
parallel to. 
The lines above mentioned are, preferably, 

applied by some form of surface coating, or dec 
oration, such as painting or printing, but can 
be accomplished by embossing or depressing the 
Surface of the shingle where these lines would 
OCC. 
My shingle has the further advantage that it 

can be laid not only in four different patterns, but 
can be so laid without providing any locking 
tongues, or slits, or similar parts that are easily 
damaged and broken off, and which can be laid 
either from right to left or from left to right, 
as may be found the most desirable. In what is 
known as "a Dutch lap roof,' it is desirable to 
lay the shingles so that the exposed edges thereof 
are on the sides of the shingles nearest the 
ordinary observer, which would usually be to 
Ward the front of the building, to get the best 
appearance for the roof, this sometimes requires 
laying the shingles from right to left, and at other 
times from left to right. My shingle can be laid 
either way, as it can be turned in any direction to 
get the desired effect, and the shingles will al 
Ways be Overlapped in such a way that there will 
be novertical edge, or other edge, at the lap, 
through which water can enter under the 
shingles, the lap being always such that the 
Water will run off a higher shingle onto a lower 
shingle at a point spaced a sufficient distance 
from an edge that leakage cannot occur, and 
never down a vertical edge. 
In the use of my improved shingle, roofs can 

be laid that will have either an acute angled or 
an obtuse angled corner of the shingle project 
ing between two obliquely extending edges of ad 
jacent shingles that are overlapped by said 

w shingle having said projecting corner, said shingle 
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Overlapping a shingle that is also overlapped by 
said shingles having the obliquely extending 
edges, giving a very pleasing effect to the roof, 
and my shingle is so made that the same can be 
readily sealed to the roof at this projecting por 
tion, and this projecting corner portion is so 
constructed that it will not be easily damaged, 
or broken off, as is the case with shingles that 
have tongues, or interlocking points thereon, that 
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are engaged with other shingles, or overlap other 
shingles, so that these do not lay flat against the 
roof. 

It is an important purpose of my invention to 
provide a roof utilizing composition shingles such 
as Set forth above, in which all of the overlap 
ping portions of shingles used in said roof are 
Sealed, by suitable cementing material, to the 
overlapped shingles that these engage, thus pro 
viding a roof that will have no loose corner por 
tions or other edges that can be flapped by the 
wind and damaged thereby, or that will be flexed 
up and down by the wind, such flexing causing 
the granular material on the surface thereof to 
be loosened. By Sealing all the lapped edges to 
gether, I provide a shingle roof that is united 
into one integral unit, instead of constituting a 
multiplicity of separate units, each of which is 
subjected to flexing by the Wind, as is the case 
With the usual shingle roof. 

It is another important purpose of my inven 
tion to utilize a border marking, or line, along 
the edges of the shingle, to give the Same an 
appearance of greater thickness, the same out 
linging the entire shingle so that said shingle 
can be used with any edge or corner exposed, 
and cooperating with the other surface markings 
thereon to give the desired effect to the pattern 
of the shingles on the roof. 
The gauging means, or marking, provided on 

the shingle is highly important to the success of 
the use of a shingle of this character, because 
it provides a means for the roofer of ordinary 
intelligence to lay the shingle in the plurality of 
different patterns that it is possible to lay the 
same, without any waste of time or making of 
a large number of gauging marks on the roof 
as the application of the shingles proceeds. No 
marking whatSOever is necessay with the use of 
my shingle, to apply the roof in any of the four 
patterns illustrated in the drawings, or any others 
that may be devised. Ordinarily a shingle can 
be laid in Only one manner on a roof, this being 
particularly true of any shingles that utilize lock 
ing means for Securing an edge of one shingle 
to an edge of another. 
Other objects and advantages of my invention 

will appear as the description of the drawings 
proceeds. I desire to have it understood, how 
ever, that I do not intend to limit myself to the 
particular details shown or described, except as 
defined in the claims. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a fragmentary face view, slightly in 

perspective, of a portion of a roof employing my 
improved shingle, the roof being laid by the 
"Dutch lap' method. 

Fig. 2 is a similar view cf a roof laid by a modi 
fied "Dutch lap' method, employing my improved 
shingles, the shingles being laid from right to 
left. 
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Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2, showing the 
shingles laid from left to right. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged face view of two overlap 
ping shingles in the form of roof shown in Fig. 1, 
slightly in perspective. 

Fig. 5 is a face view partly broken away of a 
fragment of a roof showing my improved shingle 
laid thereon in such a manner that one of the 
acute angled corners of each shingle is down 
ward and overlaps the underlying shingles im 
mediately below the same, with said corners ex 
tending beyond the edges of said shingles so as 
to overlap a shingle that is also overlapped by 
the two above mentioned shingles. . - 
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Fig. 6 is a similar view of a roof in which an 

obtuse angled corner is laid in a similar over 
lapping relation to that of the acute angled cor 
ner shown in Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary face view of a 
portion of the roof shown in Fig. 5. 

Fig. 8 is a Section taken on the line 8-8 of 
Fig. 7. 

Fig. 9 is a section taken on the line 9-9 of 
Fig. 7. Y 

Fig. 10 is a face view slightly in perspective, of 
a modified form of shingle embodying my in 
vention. 

Fig. li is a view similar to Fig. 10 of a further 
modification, and 

Fig. 12 is a fragmentary face view partly in 
perspective, of a still further modification. 

Referring in detail to the drawings, in Fig. 4 
is shown a shingle embodying my invention in 
its preferred form, the shingle being what is gen 
erally known as a composition shingle, which in 
general embodies felt, asphaltic material, and a 
granular surface on the exposed face thereof, 
which is secured to the body of the shingle by 
suitable asphaltic adhesive material. My im 
proved shingle is made in the shape of a rhombus, 
that is, all four sides of the same are of equal 
length and the angles at two opposite corners 
that are formed by adjacent side edges of said 
Shingle at Said corners are obtuse, while the 
other pair of opposite angles at the corners 
formed by the side edges that are adjacent each 
other at said corners are acute. The exact angle 
between the side edges at the corners can be 
varied as may be desired, to get the desired ap 
pearance of the roof, but for any rhombus shaped 
shingle having certain specific angles between its 
side edges and its corners, the same can be laid 
readily in at least four different patterns. Thus 
in Fig. 1, the shingle shown in Fig. 4 is laid in 
What is known as a "Dutch lap' method, while 
in Figs. 2 and 3 the shingle is laid in a modified 
"Dutch ap' method, but with the exposed edges 
directed oppositely in the two figures. Thus the 
rouf shown in Fig. 2 is laid in a manner such 
that it will create the best appearance when 
viewed from the right, or to the right of the 
center thereof, and the same is true of the roof 
shown in Fig. 1, while the roof shown in Fig. 3 
Would have the best appearance when viewed 
from the left, or at least, from the left of the 
center thereof. The third method of laying the 
shingle shown in Fig. 4 is illustrated in Fig. 5, 
and the fourth method in Fig. 6. It will be obvi 
ous upon inspection of these five figures of the 
drawings, that roofs of widely different appear 
ance can be laid with a standard shingle, all of 
the same being of the same shape. This reduces 
CCst of production, makes it unnecessary to carry 
a large stock of various shapes of shingles, and 
makes it possible to provide a roof of desirable 
appearance at a reduced cost, giving the pur 
chaser of the roof the opportunity to get four 
different roof patterns in accordance with his 
choice. 

It will be noted upon reference to Figs. 4, 10 
and 11 that all of the shingles that embody my 
invention have straight side edges and have 
Sharp corners where these side edges meet. There 
are no interruptions in the edges of the shingle 
along any of the sides thereof in the form shown 
in Figs. 4 and 11, and in Fig. 10 there are slight 
indentations in each of the edges, but no slots, 
cuts, or other interruptions, that would weaken 
the shingle. In all shingles in which locking 
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tongues are provided there are very decided inter 
ruptions in the edges to form the locking tongues, 
and Ordinarily these shingles can only be used 
in one manner, that is, the same can only be 
laid into one roof pattern, because the locking 
tongues would otherwise expose edges that would 
receive Water into the same, causing the roof to 
leak due to the water passing under the shingles 
instead of over the tops thereof. 
Due to the fact that all corners of my shingle 

are obliquely angled, that is, the sides that inter 
sect, or meet, to form the corners, extend at 
oblique angles to each other, my improved shingle 
can be laid in at least four different patterns, as 
illustrated in Figs. 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6, so that the 
overlapping shingle overlaps the shingles under 
the same, either along an obliquely extending 
edge, or along a bottom edge, so that water will 
run off the top of one shingle over such an edge 
and down onto the lower shingle, Or shingles, 
that are under this overlapping shingle, without 
any water running down an edge of the shingle 
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3 
same general shape as the shingle; the lines 26 
and 29 intersecting at 30 at an acute angle; the 
lines 26 and 27 intersecting at 3 at an obtuse 
angle; the lines 2 and 28 intersecting at 32 at 
an acute angle, and the lines 28 and 29 inter 
secting at 33 at an obtuse angle. The portions 
29' of the line 29 that extend beyond the inter 
section 30 and the intersection 33, intersect the 
edge 22 and the edge 24 at a predetermined 
definite distance from the apex, or corner, 2 ?, or 
the apex, or corner, 20, formed by the inter 
section of the edges 22 and 25, and edges 24 and 
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25, respectively, while the portions 26 of the line 
26 that extend beyond the apexes 30 and 3 
intersect the side edges 25 and 23 at the same 
distance from the apex, or corner, 2, and the 
apex, or corner, 20 along the edges 25 and 23, as 
do the lines 29 the edges 22 and 24. In a similar 
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that would extend up and down on the roof per 
pendicular to a horizontal line. It is these edges 
that extend perpendicularly to a horizontal line 
up and down the roof that result in leakage, un 

25 

less a very large overlap is provided, causing . 
great waste of material. In the shingle shown in 
Fig. 4 the obtuse angled corners are indicated by 
the numeral 20, the acute angled corners by the 
numeral 2, and the side edges by the numerals 
22, 23, 24 and 25, respectively. 
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In order to enable the roof to be laid in the 
different patterns illustrated, without the neces 
sity of making a large number of chalk lines. On 
the roof, which would have to be made accurately 
and would require much time, the shingles are 
provided with gauging means, whereby said 
shingles can be laid in all of the four patterns 
illustrated without making any such lines on the 
roof, or in any manner marking the shingles 
themselves, except as these are marked by the 
gauging means at the time of manufacture. As. 
the shingles will thus be all marked the same 
way, with very simple instructions, any skilled 
roofer can lay these shingles in the four patterns 
illustrated, without any difficulty, and get the 
pleasing effect of the roof of the pattern that 
is intended to be obtained by the laying of the 
shingles in the pattern selected. 

In the preferred form of the invention, the 
gauging means also serves as part of the roof 
pattern, comprising a surface decoration that 
improves the appearance of the roof and creates 
thé impression that the shingles are smaller than 
the same actually are, making it possible to make 
the shingles larger than would be otherwise the 
case and still obtain a good appearance of the 
roof. The gauging means shown in the preferred 
form of my invention comprises distinct lines of 
a contrasting color to the exposed surface of the 
shingle, on said exposed surface, said lines being 
applied by printing, or painting, or other surface 
decoration methods. Said lines comprise lines 
parallel to the side edges of the shingle, and 
comprise a decorative gauging line 26 parallel to 
the edge 22 of the shingle, a decorative gauging 
line 27 parallel to the edge 23 of the shingle, a 
decorative gauging line 28 parallel to the edge 
24 of the shingle, and a decorative gauging line 
29 parallel to the edge 25 of the shingle. The 
lines 26, 27, 28 and 29 all lie the same distance 
from the edges with which the same are parallel 
and form a rhombus shaped figure on the shingle 
that is smaller than the shingle itself, but of the 
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manner the portions 27 of the line 27 that ex 
tend beyond the intersections 3 and 32 inter 
sect the edges 22 and 24 at the same distance 
from an apex, or corner, 20, or an apex, or corner, 
2, and the portions 28 of the line 28 intersect 
the edges 23 and 25 at the same uniform distance 
from a corner 20 and a corner 2. Thus at each 
coiner, whether the same be an obtusely angled 
corner 20, or acutely angled corner 21, there will 
be two distances from that corner, or apex, 
marked off along the edges that intersect, or 
meet, to form said apex, or corner, that are 
equal, these being equal to each other at all 
four corners of the shingle, and these inter 
sections, along with the lines themselves, provide 
means for readily and accurately laying the 
shingles as shown in the drawings. 

In the manner in which the shingles are shown 
as laid in Fig. 1, these are arranged exactly as 
shown in Fig. 4, that is, the edge 23 overlaps the 
edge 25 of the next adjacent shingle in a row, or 
course, and the edges 22 are lowermost and the 
edges 22 of the next higher course of shingles 
overlap the edges 24 of the next lower course. 

Preferably, means is provided for giving the 
shingles the appearance of having a greater 
thickness than the material thereof actually has, 
as the appearance of thickness in a shingle is 
particularly desirable and gives a better appear 
ance to the pattern of the roof. In order to ob 
tain this appearance of thickness, a border line, 
or stripe, 34 extends around the entire shingle at 
the edges 22, 23, 24 and 25, said border line being 
of a contrasting color to the surface coloring of 
the shingle itself. Preferably, the lines 26, 27, 
28 and 29, and the stripe or line 34 are of the 
same color as the body portion of the shingle 
under the surface coating, which is usually black. 
By laying the shingles as best illustrated in Fig. 4 
with the line 28, for example, and the edge 22 so 
arranged that the edge 22 lies substantially at the 
outer edge of the line, or stripe, 28, the border 
line, or stripe, 34, the dark material at the edge 
22 and the gauging mark, or stripe 28, cooperate 
to give the appearance of a very thick edge to 
the shingle. The edges 23 and gauging lines 29 
of the overlapped shingles in each course are 
similarly arranged to give a similar effect to the 

: obliquely extending margins of the shingles that 
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are exposed. Thus the lower and the obliquely 
extending side margins of the shingles as laid in 
Figs. 1, 2 and 3 will give an impression of very 
decided thickness to the observer. 

It is, of course, evident that the shingle, when 
laid in the ordinary "Dutch lap' method, as il 
lustrated in Fig. 1, can be laid two different ways 
and have exactly the same appearance, that is, 
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the edge 22 and the edge 24 are interchangeable, 
and either could be placed downWard. If the 
shingle is laid from left to right, instead of from 
right to left, as shown in Fig. 1, an obtuse angled 
corner 20 would of course, be at the lower left 
hand corner and at the upper right hand Corner 
of the shingle, as shown in Figs. 1 and 4. In all 
of the figures the roof is only shown partly laid, 
so that the edges that would be normally covered 
up, such as the edges 25 and 24, shown in Fig. 1, 
and the lines 28 and 29, can be more readily 
illustrated. Of course, the lines 28 and 29 are 
exposed in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, but due to the fact 

... that the scale is insufficient to illustrate this, no 
attempt has been made to show a line 29 adja 
cent an edge 23, nor has any attempt been made 
to show the border line, or stripe, 34, which is 
shown in Fig. 4, as the scale does not permit this 
without creating confusion, the figures showing 
the roof being principally illustrative Of the pat 
terns that are obtainable by means of the 
shingles. - Y 

In Fig. 2 the same shingle shown in Fig. 1 and 
Fig. 4 is illustrated, but it is laid in a different 
lane. 

gles of One Course by the next succeeding course 
Instead of merely overlapping the shin 
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the width of the band between a gauging line 
and an edge, as in Fig. 1 and Fig. 4, the shingle 

" is given twice this lap in both directions, thus 
causing the roof to have an entirely different 
effect on the observer than that shown in Fig. 1. 
This is due to the fact that by so arranging the 
shingles, one of the obtuse angled corners 20 
will project into the area defined by the inner 
rhombus formed by the lines 26, 27, 28 and 29 on 
the surface of the shingle, thus breaking the 
rhombus effect by means of a smaller rhombus 
shaped figure projecting into the same as a cor 
ner, or point, giving a more varied effect to the 
appearance of the roof. In laying a roof in this 
manner, an edge 22 or 24 is used as the bottom 
edge of the shingle and an edge 23 or 25 is used 
as an obliquely extending side edge. The edge 
22, instead of aligning with a gauging line 28 of 
an Overlapped shingle that lies to the right of 
the particular shingle being laid, as illustrated 
in Fig. 2, will overlap this line 28 to such an 
extent that the line 26 on the overlapped shingle 
will be substantially aligned with the line 28 of 
the shingle that the corner 20 overlaps, while the 
next shingle to the right of the shingle that has 
the corner 20 overlapping this particular shingle, 
will have the bottom edge 22 thereof lying closely 
adjacent the line '28 on the overlapped shingle. 
Thus a sort of a stepped arrangement of the 
shingles is provided, as will be evident from 
Fig. 2. 
In Fig. S the shingles are laid in exactly the 

Same manner as in Fig. 2, except that these are 
laid from léft to right, instead of from right to 
left. In order to lay the shingles in this man 
ner, an obtuse angled corner 20 is placed at the 
lower left hand corner of the shingle in laying 
the same, and an edge 23 or 25, becomes the 
lower edge of the shingle, and an edge 22 or 24 
becomes the obliquely extending edge of the 
shingle. The shingles are overlapped in a simi 
lar manner to that described in Fig. 2, being ar 
ranged in a similar stepped arrangement, except 
that the shingles are arranged one step higher 
toward the left end of the roof, instead of toward 
the right end of the roof, and a gauging line 27 
of a shingle, the corner 20 of which overlaps a 
shingle to the left thereof, aligns with the gaug 
ing line 29 of that shingle, instead of the lines 26 
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and 28 aligning, as in the form shown in Fig. 2. 
It will be obvious that the only difference in the 
arrangement of the shingles shown in Fig. 2 and 
in Fig. 3 is that a different edge is lowermost, 
and that the long axes of the shingles extend 
on a diagonal in a different direction on the roof 
and that the obliquely extending edges 22 are 
visible from the left of the roof, or to the left of 
the center thereof, while in Fig. 2 the obliquely 
extending edges 23 are visible from the right of 
the roof, or to the right of the center thereof. 
In Fig. 5 a portion of a roof is shown in which 

the shingles are laid so that the acute angled 
corners 2 thereof are at the lower and at the 
upper ends of said shingles, and the lower acute 
angled corner of an overlapping shingle overlaps 
two obtuse angled corners of adjacent shingles 
that are laid with said obtuse angled corners in 
engagement with each other, as indicated at 35 
in Fig. 5. In Fig. 5 the roof is shown as being 
Only partly laid, three courses of shingles being 
shown as being in position part '':ay 3 cross the 
roof. A starting strip 36 is used in this arrange 
ment of shingles on the roof, and this starting 
strip is of a width that is equal to half the dis 
tance from one corner 2 f to the other corner 2, 
or equal to half the long diagonal of the shingle. 
The lower acute angled corners, or apexes, 2 of 
the shingles are laid even with the lower edge 
of the starting strip 36, thus aligning the obtuse 
angled corners, or apexes, 20 of this lower course 
of shingles with the top edge of the starting strip 
36, and if these shingles are laid so that the cor 
ners, or apexes, 2 are on the bottom edge of the 
starting strip and the corners, or apexes, 20 on 
the top edges of the starting strip, and substan 
tially in engagement with each other, the pat 
tern of the roof will be properly started and will 
be easily laid in a regular and pleasing manner. 
In order to lay a succeeding course of shingles, 

Such as the Second course shown, the lower acute 
angled corner 2 of the shingle that overlaps the 
first or lower course of shingles, is placed in. po 
sition so that the portion 29 of the gauging mark 
or line 29 will align with the edge 25 of the shin 
gle, that is, overlapped thereby, or the edge 23, 
if the shingle is reversed end for end, the edges 
23 and 25 corresponding, of course. Also the por 
tion 26 of the line 26 is aligned with the edge 22 
of the adjacent overlapped shingle, or the edge 
24, if the shingle is turned- end for end, it, of 
course, being understood that any of the shingles 
could be reversed end for end and corresponding 
lines thereon lined up with corresponding edges 
of the overlapped shingles to get the proper pro 
jection of the acute angled corner between the 
two diagonal edges of the overlapped shingles. 
At the starter strip 36, the acute angled corner 

2 only overlaps the starter strip, but in the sec 
ond course of shingles the acute angled corner 2 
also overlaps one of the shingles of the first course 
lying within the rhombus shaped outline formed 
by the gauging marks, or lines, as will be evident 
from Fig. 5, the shingles having these acute an 
gled corners 2 overlapping both the obtuse an 
gled corners of two shingles immediately below 
the Same, and also the body portion of the shin 
gle of the next lower course below the one con 
taining these two shingles inwardly from the 
upper acute angled corners thereof. 
In Fig. 7 a portion of one of the overlapping 

joints of the roof shown in Fig. 5 is shown, and 
in Figs. 8 and 9 the relative arrangement of the 
Overlapped parts is illustrated in section. The 
top or outer face of the roof is at the left in Fig. 
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8. and is upward in Fig. 9. In order that the 
shingles of the various courses: can be properly 
identified in Figs. 7, 8 and 9 the shingle of the 
lowermost course illustrated is designated A, the 
two shingles of the next higher course are desig 
nated B1 and B, and the shingle of the third 
course that overlaps all these is indicated by the 
letter C. It will be noted that the upper acute 
angled corner 2 of the shingle A extends under 
the shingle C, and that said shingle A also ex 
tends under portions of the shingles B and 
B2, which meet at 35. It will be further noted 
that the portion of the shingle C that has the 
lower apex, or corner, 2 thereon which lies be 
tween the edges 22 and 25 and the lines 29' and 
26', is bent downwardly against the shingle A and 
secured thereto by cementing material 37, which 
is of an asphaltic character. This cementing 
material 37 is used for sealing the engaging por 
tions of the other shingles where the same are 
lapped, to each other, throughout all the lapping 
portions thereof. Thus all edges of the shingles 
are Sealed down and the roof is made into a sin 
gle unit, with no loose edges anywhere that can 
be turned up or bent back and forth, or other 
wise flexed by the wind. This makes the roof 
much tighter than would otherwise be possible 
and also more long lasting, and avoids all diffi 
culties that might exist with any roof that would 
have a small projecting portion, such as the sharp 
pointed portion having the corners 2, as illus 
trated in Fig. 5, which, if unsecured, would be 
easily damaged and might readily cause leakage, 
particularly if such a projecting portion is in the 
form of a tongue or tab that acts as a locking 
means. 

Instead of arranging the shingles as shown in 
Figs. 5, 7, 8 and 9, the same can be arranged as 
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shown in Fig. 6, in which an obtuse angled cor 
ner-20 is downward instead of the acute angled 
corner 2, and the acute angled corners. 2? are 
arranged in Corner to corner engagement. In 
stead of using a starting strip that is half of the 
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long diagonal of one of the shingles, a starting 
strip 36 is used that is half of the short diagonal 
of the shingles in width, the shingles being laid 
in the same manner as in Fig. 5, except that the 
obtuse angled corners are downward, instead of 
the acute angled corners. 

Instead of providing parallel lines to each of 
the side edges that extend to the adjacent side 
edges for gauging lines, as in the form of the 
invention shown in Fig. 4, the shingle can be 
made as shown in Fig. 10, in which the gauging 
lines 26, f27, 28 and 29, are provided, extend 
ing parallel to the side edges 22, 23, 24 and 
25, respectively. Thus an exactly similar fig 
ure to that formed by the side edges of the 
shingle is provided on the shingle on the top face 
thereof spaced a uniform distance from the side 
edges of the shingle. The border line 34 is pro 
vided around all the edges of the shingle, as pre 
viously described, and a very pleasing effect can 
be obtained from the use of this shingle. As 
further gauging means, the slight indentations, 
or notches, 40 are provided, which are spaced a 
uniform distance from each of the obtuse angled 
corners 20, and each of the acute angled corners 
2, said identations, or notches, being very 

slight in character and being somewhat exag 
gerates in size in the drawings to show the same, 
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stripes, 26, 127, 128 and 129 would intersect the 
marginal edges of the shingle. 

If it is desired to have still a different design 
of shingle and obtain the same general result, 
as far as the gauging means is concerned, and 
obtain an entirely different design of the Sur 
face marking of the shingle on the roof, the 
form of shingle shown in Fig. 11 can be utilized, 
in which the marginal edges of the shingle are 
indicated by the numerals 222, 223, 224 and 225, 
the obtuse angled corners by the numeral 220 
and the acute angled corners by the numeral 22. 
The marginal stripe, or border... line, or shadow 
line, 34 is provided as previously described in 
connection with the other forms of the inven 
tion, and two short intersecting lines 4 and 42 
are provided at each of the obtuse angled cor 
ners, the lines 4 extending parallel to the edges 
224 and 222, and the lines 42 extending parallel 
to the edges 223 and 225. Thus a small rhombus 
is formed at each of these corners that is similar 
to the rhombus formed by the side edges of the 
shingle. Similar lines 43 and 44 that intersect, 
are provided at the acute angled corner 22. 
The lines 43 are parallel to the side edges 222 and 
224, and the lines 44 are parallel to the side edges 
223 and 225, said lines 43 and 44 forming rhom 
buses similar to the rhombuses formed by 
the , lines 4 and 42 with the border lines 34 
at the side edges 223 and 224, and 222 and 225, 
respectively. The lines 4 and 43 are in trans 
verse alignment, and the lines 42 and 44 are in 
transverse alignment, and correspond to the ex 
tensions of the lines that form the sides of the 
inner rhombus made up of the sides 26, 27, 28 
and 29 in the form of the invention shown in Fig. 
4. These lines can be used as gauging means in 
laying the shingle in the same manner as the 
rhombus shaped figure with the extensions 
thereon shown in Fig. 4, or the rhombus shaped 
figure shown in Fig. 10 and the gauging notches, 
or recesses 40. 
In this form of the invention the only marking 

that will be visible, aside from that outlining 
the edges of the shingle, will be small diamond 
shaped figures at regularly spaced intervals 
along the roof, which will be those that are low 
ermost in the form of the invention shown in 
Figs. 5 and 6, and will be those, for example, 
at the lower right hand corner shingle in the 
"Dutch lap' roof shown in Fig. 1, and will, of 
course, be the projecting obtuse angled corners 
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it being sufficient to only provide enough of a 
notch, or dent, in the edge of the shingle to mark 
the points where the extensions of the lines, or 5 

... and 29. 

in the form of roof shown in Figs. 2 and 3. Of 
course, if the shingle shown in Fig. 10 is used, 
these Small diamond shaped figures will be en 
tirely eliminated from the pattern of the roof 
and only the inner rhombus shaped figure made 
up of the sides 26, 27, 28 and 29 of each 
shingle will be visible, instead of the lines that 
would be visible if the shingle shown in Fig. 4 is 
used, as illustrated in the various roof patterns 
shown in the drawings. 
Instead of using stripes, or painted or printed 

lines, to provide the design on the surface of 
the shingle and as gauging means, the same can 
be embossed or slightly indented in the shingle, 
as shown in Fig. 12, in which the indentation 326, 
parallel to the edge 322, is shown, and the in 
dentation 329, parallel to the edge 325, is shown, 
these having the extensions 329 and 326 run 
ning to the edges of the shingle in a similar man 
ner to that shown in Fig. 4 for the extensions 26 

The indentations are somewhat ex 
aggerated in depth in Fig. 12, to more clearly 
show the same. Of course, the embossing would 
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be provided parallel to all four edges of the 
shingle, in a similar manner to that shown for 
the lines in Fig. 4. 
What I claim is: - 
1. A composition shingle having an imperfo 

rate quadrilateral body portion, the opposite 
side edges of which are parallel to each other, 
all the side edges of said shingle being of the 
same length and being straight and uninter 
rupted, the adjacent side edges meeting to form 
sharp corners, the edges forming each of one 
pair of opposite corners extending at an acute 
angle to each other and the edges forming each 
of the other pair of opposite corners extending 
at an obtuse angle to each other. 

2. A composition shingle having an imperfo 
rate quadrilateral body portion, the Opposite side 
edges of which are parallel to each other, all the 
side edges of said shingle being of the same 
length and being straight, the adjacent side 
edges meeting to form sharp corners, the edges 
forming each of One pair of Opposite corners 
extending at an acute angle to each other and 
the edges forming each of the other pair of Op 
posite corners extending at an obtuse angle to 
each other, said shingle having edge stripes pro 
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jacent each of the four corners of said shingle, 
and each extending to the side edges of said 
shingle adjacent the edge to which said line is 
parallel. 

7. A composition shingle having an equilat 
eral quadrilateral body portion having pairs of 
parallel straight side edges, the adjacent side 
edges meeting to form two acute angled opposed 
corners and two obtuse angled opposed corners, 
and gauging means for laying said shingles in a 
plurality of overlapping relationships comprising 
gauging marks extending parallel to each of the 

viding shadow lines on the top face thereof along 
the entire length of all the side edges of Said 
shingle. 

3. A composition shingle having an equilateral 
quadrilateral body portion having pairs of paral 
lel straight side edges, the adjacent side edges 
meeting to form two acute angle opposed cor 
ners and two obtuse angled opposed corners, and 
gauging means adjacent each of the four cor 
ners of said shingle for laying said shingles in a 
plurality of overlapping relationshipS compris 
ing means for indicating two points on each of 
said side edges near the Opposite ends thereof, 
said points being equidistant from the corners of 
said shingle. 

4. A composition shingle having an equilateral 
quadrilateral body portion having pairs of paral 
lel straight side edges, the adjacent side edges 
meeting to form two acute angled Opposed cor 
ners and two obtuse angled opposed corners, 
and gauging means for laying said shingles in a 
plurality of overlapping relationships compris 

30 

40 

45 

ing decorative gauging marks comprising lines 
extending parallel to each of the side edges of 
said shingle at uniform distances from said side 
edges and intersecting adjacent each of the four 
corners of said shingle. 

5, A composition shingle having an equilateral 
quadrilateral body portion having pairs of paral 
lel straight side edges, the adjacent side edges 
meeting to form two acute angled opposed cor 
ners and two obtuse angled opposed corners, and 
gauging means for laying said shingles in a plu 
rality of overlapping relationships comprising 
gauging marks extending parallel to each of the 
side edges of said shingle at uniform distances 
from Said side edges, and forming a closed figure 
similar to that of the body portion of the shingle 
on the exposed face of said shingle. 

6. A composition shingle having an equilateral 
quadrilateral body-portion having pairs of paral 
lel straight side edges, the adjacent side edges 
meeting to form two acute angled opposed cor 
ners and two obtuse angled opposed corners, and 
gauging means for laying said shingles in a plu 
rality of . Overlapping relationships comprising 
decorative gauging lines extending parallel to 
each of said side edges of said shingle at uniform 
distances from said side edges intersecting ad 
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side edges of said shingle at uniform distances 
from Said side edges and forming a closed figure 
similar to that of the body portion of the shingle 
on the exposed face of said shingle, and means 
for indicating a point on each of said adjacent 
side edges equidistant from the corner formed 
thereby, ...' 

8. A composition shingle having an equilateral 
quadrilateral body portion having pairs of paral 
lel straight side edges, the adjacent side edges 
meeting to form two acute angled opposed cor 
ners and two obtuse angled opposed corners, 
gauging means for laying said shingles in a plu 
rality of overlapping relationships comprising 
means for indicating a point on each of said ad 
jacent side edges equidistant from the corner 
formed thereby, gauging marks extending paral 
lel to each of the side edges of said shingle at 
uniform distances from said side edges and 
forming a closed figure similar to that of the 
body portion of the shingle on the exposed face 
of Said shingle, and a shadow line similar to the 
gauging marks on the top face thereof along all 
the edges of said shingle. 

9. A composition shingle having an equilateral 
quadrilateral body portion having pairs of par 
allel straight side edges, the adjacent side edges 
meeting to form two acute angled opposed cor 
ners and two obtuse angled opposed corners, and 
gauging means adjacent all four of said corners 
for laying said shingles in a plurality of over 
lapping relationships comprising indentations for 
indicating a point on each of the side edges form 
ing each of said corners, said indentations be 
ing equidistant from the corner formed by adja 
cent side edges. 

10. A composition shingle having an imper 
forate equilateral quadrilateral body portion hav 
ing pairs of parallel straight side edges, the ad 
jacent side edges meeting to form two acute an 
gled opposed corners and two obtuse angled op 
posed corners, and gauging means at all four 
of Said corners for laying said shingles in a 
plurality of overlapping relationships compris 
ing a plurality of intersecting lines adjacent each 
of said corners, said lines each extending from 
a point Spaced from a corner thereof parallel to 
one of the edges meeting at said corner and in 
tersecting the other edge meeting at said corner, 
said lines forming closed figures with the side 
edges of said shingle at each of said corners. 

11. A roof comprising a plurality of imperfor. 
ate, quadrilateral shingles having the adjacent 
side edges thereof extending at oblique angles 
to each other overlapped so that all the lap 
joints running down the slope of the roof have 
edges of shingles exposed that extend obliquely 
of the roof to the bottom edge of each shingle, 
all the engaging surfaces of all the lapped shin 
gles at all joints of said roof being cemeneted to 
gether. 

12. A roof comprising a plurality of imperfo 
rate, equilateral, quadrilateral shingles having 
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the adjacent side edges thereof extending at 
oblique angles to each other, the shingles of each 
course overlapping an adjacent shingle of said 
course on a line extending obliquely of the hori 
ZOntal and the shingles of each course overlap 
ping the shingles of the next lower course on a 
horizontal line, all the engaging Surfaces of all 
the lapped shingles at all joints of said roof be 
ing cemented together. 

13. A roof comprising a plurality of imperfo 
rate, equilatera, quadrilateral shingles having 
the adjacent side edges thereof extending at 
oblique angles to each other, the shingles of each 
course overlapping an adjacent shingle of Said 
course on a line extending obliquely of the hori 
ZOntal and the shingles of each course overlap 
ping the shingles of the next lower course, the 
shingles of each course being arranged in a 
stepped relationship to form oblique rows up the 
side of said roof, all the engaging surfaces of all 
the lapped shingles at all joints of said roof be 
ing cemented together. 

14. A roof comprising a plurality of imperfo 
rate, equilatera, quadrilateral shingles having 
the adjacent side edges thereof extending at 
oblique angles to each other, the shingles of each 
course being laid corner to corner and a tapering 
end portion of each shingle of a higher, course 
Overlapping side edgeportions extending oblique 
ly to each other of two adjacent shingles of a 
lower course said tapering end terminating in a 
corner lying between the said side edge portions 
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of said overlapped shingles, all the engaging sur 
faces of all the lapped shingles at all joints of 
Said roof being cemented together. 

15. A roof comprising a plurality of imperfo 
rate, equilateral, quadrilateral shingles each hav 
ing two opposed acute angled corners and two 
opposed obtuse angled corners, the shingles of 
each course being laid corner to corner and a 
tapering end portion of each shingle of a higher 
course overlapping inclined side edge portions 
extending obliquely to each other of two adja 
cent shingles of a lower course, the overlapping 
tapering end portion having an acute angled 
corner at its bottom end lying between said side 
edge portions of Said overlapped shingles, all the 
engaging Surfaces of all the lapped shingles at 
all joints of Said roof being cemented together. 

16. A roof comprising a plurality of imperfo 
rate, equilateral, quadrilatera shingles each hav 
ing two opposed acute angled corners and two 
opposed obtuse angled corners, the shingles of 
each course being laid corner to corner and a 
tapering end portion of each shingle of a higher 
course overlapping inclined side edge portions 
extending obliquely to each other of two adja 
cent shingles of a lower course, the overlapping 
tapering end portion having an obtuse angled 
corner at its bottom end lying between said side 
edge portions of said overlapped shingles, all the 
engaging surfaces of all the apped shingles at 
all joints of said roof being cemented together. 

JAMES N. WCKERSBAM, 

  


