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57 ABSTRACT 

The invention relates to a folding footstool which, when in its 
operative position, has a main box-like structure forming a 
foot supporting portion with a pair of pedestals supporting the 
main structure. In its inoperative position, the hingeable 
panels forming the main structure, are adapted to embrace the 
pedestals so that a neat and compact box is provided for carry 
ing purposes. 

4 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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3,650,562 
1. 

FOLDING FOOTSTOOL 

This invention relates to footstools. 
Many types of footstools are known. However, most of 

these suffer from the disadvantage that the supporting legs are 
in fixed relation to the foot-rest which renders them extremely 
awkward for carrying, transporting or storage purposes. 
Hence, the principal object of the present invention is to pro 
vide an arrangement which is of simple construction and 
which can, when not in use, be carried under the arm and 
which, when required to be operative, can be easily and 
quickly converted into a footstool or rest. 
According to one broad aspect, the present invention re 

lates to a folding footstool arrangement including a main box 
like structure and a pair of secondary box-like structures 
hingeably connected to opposite ends of said main structure 
and serving, when in operative position, as a pair of pedestals 
for the main structure which serves as a foot-rest, said main 
structure maintaining said secondary structures in said opera 
tive position. - 

According to another broad aspect, the present invention 
relates to a folding footstool arrangement including a primary 
panel, ultimately serving as a foot-supporting panel; a pair of 
secondary box-like structures hingeably connected to op 
posite ends of said panel and ultimately serving, in their opera 
tive position, as a pair of pedestals; a first side wall panel 
hingeably connected to a marginal side edge of said primary 
panel; a secondary panel hingeably connected to the other 
marginal side edge of said first side wall panel; and a second 
side wall hingeably connected to the remaining marginal side 
edge of said secondary panel; said panels forming a main box 
like structure serving as a foot-rest and maintaining the pair of 
pedestals in operative position. 
The invention is illustrated in the accompanying drawings in 

which: 
FIGS. 1 and 2 are perspective views showing two stages in 

converting the arrangement into an operative position where 
it will serve as a footstool; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the arrangement in operative 
position; - 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the arrangement in inopera 
tive condition. 

Referring to the drawings, and in particular, to FIG. 1, the 
arrangement includes a primary panel 1 which, as will be 
described later, ultimately serves as the foot-supporting panel 
of a folding footstool. A pair of secondary box-like structures 
2 are hingeably connected at 3 to opposite ends of the main 
panel 1 and these two structures ultimately serve as a pair of 
pedestals. 
As will be seen more clearly from FIGS. 1 and 2, a first side 

wall panel 4 is hingeably connected at 5 to a marginal side 
edge of the primary panel 1, and a secondary panel 6 is 
hingeably connected at 7 to its other marginal side edge. A 
second side wall panel 8, is hingeably connected at 9 to the 
remaining marginal side edge of the secondary panel 6. In ad 
dition, panel 8 is provided with a catch 10 adapted to 
cooperate with any suitable latching means 11 on the primary 
panel 1. Moreover, panel 8, is also provided with a projecting 
finger-portion 12. As will also be seen from FIG. 2, the overall 
length of primary panel 1 is greater than the length of each of 
panels 4, 6 and 8. 
When it is desired that the arrangement should assume 

operative position, i.e. whereby a footstool or rest will be pro 
vided, the catch 10 and latching means 11 are disconnected 
which enables the user, by employing finger-portion, 12, to 
hinge panels 4, 6 and 8 to their position indicated in FIG. 1. 
The user then moves the pair of secondary box-like structures 
2 about their hinges 3 so that they will assume the position in 
dicated in FIG. 2, i.e. where they extend normal to the primary 
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panel 1. 
The panels 6 and 8 are then hinged about their respective 

hinges 7 and 9 whereby said panel 6 will be parallel with, but 
spaced from, the primary panel 1 and whereby the second side 
wall panel 8 will be parallel with, but spaced from the first 
side wall panel 4. The catch 10 and latching means 11 are then 
re-engaged with one another. Hence, a footstool such as that 
shown in FIG. 3 will be provided whereby the panels 1,46 arid 
8 form a main box-like structure with the pair of secondary 
box-like structures 2 being hingeably connected to opposite 
ends of the said mainstructure. In this position, the main box 
like structure serves as a foot-rest and maintains the pair of 
secondary box-like structures 2 apart and in operative position 
where they serve as a pair of supporting end pedestals for the 
foot-rest. - 

When it is desired to re-arrange the assembly whereby it can 
be easily carried or transported, the catch 10 and latching 
means 11 are disconnected which permits the panels 4, 6 and 
8 to be hinged as to permit the secondary box-like structures 2 
to be moved about their hinges 3 so that they will be in face 
to-face relation with the primary panel 1. Thereafter the 
panels 4, 6 and 8 are caused to move about their respective 
hinges 5, 7 and 9 whereby the panel 6 are also brought into 
face-to-face relationship with the pair of secondary structures 
2. The catch 10 and latching means 11 are then reengaged so 
that the arrangement will assume the position shown in FIG. 4 
whereby it can be easily slipped under the user's arm and car 
ried. 
The footstool arrangement can be manufactured from any 

suitable material. 
I claim: 
1. A foldable footstool having both a folded and an erected 

state, said footstool including a main box-like structure and a 
pair of secondary box-like structures hingeably connected ad 
jacent opposite ends of said main box-like structure and serv 
ing, when in operative position in said erected state, as a pair 
of pedestals for said main box-like structure, which serves as a 
foot-rest, said main box-like structure maintaining said secon 
dary box-like structures in said operative position and embrac 
ing said pair of secondary box-like structures when the latter 
are hinged to their inoperative position in said folded state, 
and at least a portion of said secondary box-like structures 
being disposed beneath a portion of said main box-like struc 
ture to support said main box-like structure in said erected 
State. 

2. A footstool according to claim 1 wherein said main box 
like structure is formed by a plurality of connected hingeable 
panels certain of which have cooperating catch and latching 
means for maintaining said main structure in both said folded 
and erected state. 

3. A foldable footstool having both a folded and an erected 
state, said footstool including a primary panel, serving in said 
erected state as a foot-supporting panel; a pair of secondary 
box-like structures hingeably connected adjacent opposite 
ends of said panel and serving, in their operative position in 
said erected state, as a pair of pedestals; a first side-wall panel 
hingeably connected to a marginal side edge of said primary 
panel; a secondary panel hingeably connected to the other 
marginal side edge of said first side wall panel; and a second 
side wall panel hingeable connected to the remaining marginal 
side edge of said secondary panel; said panels forming a main 
box-like structure which serves as a foot-rest maintains the 
pair of pedestals in their operative position and embraces the 
secondary box-like structure when the latter are hinged to 
their inoperative position in said folded state. 

4. A footstool according to claim 3 wherein the primary and 
secondary panels are provided with cooperating catch and 
latching means for maintaining said main box-like structure in 
both said erected and folded state. 


