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This invention relates to cabinets and more 
particularly to improvements in cabinets for cor 
respondence, memoranda or other papers. While 
my invention has particular utility, and is herein 
illustrated and described, in connection. With a 
cabinet for a phonographic dictating machine, it 
will be understood that no unnecessary limitation 
of my invention to such a cabinet is intended. 

Cabinets for dictating machines have been pro 
vided with interior containers for correspondence, 
memoranda, or other papers such as may relate to 
the Subject in atters to be dictated. These con 
tainers are very desirably mounted so that they 
may be readily removed from the cabinet in order 
to permit ready access to and handling of the en 
tire contents of the container. The removal, and 
installation, of the container from and into the 
cabinet is preferably made by way of the cabinet 
opening through which access is had to the in 
terior of the container, the container being typi 
cally supported in line with the cabinet, opening 
to permit its ready removal from the cabinet. The 
side of the container adjacent the cabinet open 
ing is thus removed to permit insertion of papers 
into the container; the Walls. of the container, 
when the same is in mounted position, may how 
ever not extend to the edge of the cabinet open 
ing-for example, in order to permit the use of a 
closure for the cabinet opening which may move 
inwardly of the cabinet into open position. Par 
ticularly in such arrangements, there is the possi 
bility that papers, as they are inserted in the 
cabinet opening, will not suitably enter the con 
tainer and will therefore become misplaced With 
a resultant inconvenience and loss of time to the 
operator of the machine. 
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It is an object of my invention to provide the 
container with movable means which is posi 
tionable to effectively guard against such mis 
placement as is above mentioned. 

It is another object to control the positioning 
of this movable guard means So that the same Will 
not interfere with the removal and installation of 
the container from and into the cabinet. 

It is a further object of my invention to fulfill 
the above-stated objectives With a form of con 
tainer which will permit ready inspection of the 
contents thereof when the container is removed. 
To this end there is preferably employed a con 
tainer in the form of a tray. iO prevent paperS 
as they are inserted into the cabinet opening from 
becoming misplaced in-as through the same slid 
ing over the sides, particularly the back, of the 
tray-the tray is provided with a suitable guard 
attachment. 

It is another object to provide the tray with 
nowable means biased to releasably hold the COn 
tents of the tray therein while the tray is remove 
from the cabinet. 

It is another object to fulfill the above-stated 
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guarding and holding functions both by means of 
a unitary attachment on the tray. 

It is a further object to control this attachment 
to effect its respective functions in response to in 
stalling and removing the tray into and from the 
cabinet. 
A further object is to cause.this attachment to 

be held in constrained position, Wherein the same 
is effective to fulfill its guarding function, through 
a biasing of the tray into its mounted position in 
the cabinet, 
A still further object is to provide a further 

guard means which Will effectively cooperate With 
the guard means of the correspondence container 
when the closure for the cabinet opening is in 
open position. 
Other and allied objects of my invention will 

more fully appear from the following description 
and the appended claims: 
In the description of my invention reference is 

had to the accompanying drawing of which: 
Figure 1 is a Vertical section of a cabinet emi 

bodying my invention, a lower portion of the 
cabinet being, however, shown in full; 

Figure 2 is a partial, sectional view taken sub 
Stantially on the line 2-2 of Figure 1; and 

Figure 3 is a top plan View of the correspondence 
container shown in Figure 1. 
The instant invention is illustrated in the 

accompanying figures in connection with a cab 
inet for a commercial phonograph of the 
dictating-machine type. This cabinet has upper 
and lower portions fitted together as at 2. The 
upper cabinet portion, which typically houses 
the phonograph unit (not shown), comprises, a 
closure section 3 having a front opening 4 close 
able by means of a cover 5. The cover 5 is pro 
Vided at its sides with support arms which are 
pivoted to the Sides. Of the closure section 3, 
there being for instance on the left Side of the 
machine the arm 6 pivoted as at 7 to the side 
of the closure section, as shown in Figure 1. 
The lower cabinet portion serves principally as 
a place for the Storage of materials used in 
connection. With the phonograph, The bottom 
part of this lower cabinet portion is, for ex 
ample, usually arranged to form a compartment 
8 for the Storage of phonograph records, access 
to the interior of which is had by. Way of a 
front door 9 on the cabinet. In the present, case, 
the Space between the upper cabinet portion 
and the Compartment 8 is used for the storage of 
Correspondence or other papers, the containing 
means for which is now described in detail. 
The container for such correspondence or other 

paperS is preferably provided in the form of a 
tray to made for example of sheet metal. with 
Open top and front. Sides. The tray is mounted 
Within the cabinet preferably in a position 
Wherein the same inclines downwardly from front 
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to back, as shown in Figure i. The tray extends 
laterally across the cabinet and is supported in 
the position here indicated by means of two 
downwardly inclined angle irons and 2 re 
spectively disposed along opposite side walls of 
the cabinet but at a small distance in from these 
side walls. 
rearward ends by brackets 3 and at their for 
ward ends by a bracket 4 which extends later 
ally along the front wall of the cabinet, the 

lugs suitably secured to the walls of the cabinet 
as by welding. The tray 0 rests slidably on the 
angle irons if and 2; and, in view of the down 
ward inclination of these angle irons, the tray 
is biased inwardly by its own weight into a fully 
mounted position wherein it bears against the 
back wall of the cabinet. . . . . 
Access to the interior of the tray 0 from the 

outside is had through an opening 5 in the 
front wall of the cabinet. This opening is pref 
erably made large enough to permit the tray to 
be passed therethrough from and into the cab 
inet, the opening extending laterally across the 
front of the cabinet and upwardly from the 
bracket f4 to a height somewhat greater than 
that of the tray. To facilitate handling of the 
tray, particularly the renoval of the tray from 
the cabinet, there is provided a finger-hole 5 
in the bottom of the tray near the open en 
thereof, aS shown in Figure 3. 
The opening f 5 is provided with a closure T 

which is arranged to open inwardly of the cab 
inet. The mounting for the closure comprises a 
pair of arms extending rearwardly of the closure 
and pivoted at their ends to the side walls of the 
cabinet, there being for instance the left arm 
8 pivoted to the cabinet as at 9, as shown in 
Figure 1. When the closure is in closed posi 
tion, it seats On , the bottom edge 5' of the 

The angle irons are carried at their 
5 
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arranged the guard member will however not in 
terfere with the removal and installation of the 
tray from and into the cabinet since the guard 
member will move downwardly into the tray in 
response to its own weight as the tray is re 
moved from the back of the cabinet and Will be 
moved upwardly into effective position only as 

... the tray is restored to fully mounted position 

0 
brackets 3 and 4 each having turned-down. 

Within the cabinet. 
It is a feature of my invention to use the guard 

member above described also as a means to re 
leasably hold the contents of the tray in place 

... while the tray is removed from the cabinet-that 
is, the guard member is used as a paper Weight. 
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40 cabinet opening, and forms an . Overlap joint 
With the top edge of the cabinet opening as 
because of an offset fl' provided in the up 
ward portion of the closure. When the closure 
is in Open position, it Overlies the tray and is 
hidden from View, as shown in Figure 1. 

It will be seen in the structure above described 
that the use of a correspondence container in the 
form of a tray-that is, without a top-makes 
the problem much easier of insuring that papers, 
as they are inserted in the cabinet opening 5, 
Will Suitably enter the container. There is 
however the possibility of papers becoming mis 
placed and lost, at least temporarily, by Way of 
the same sliding over the back of the tray and 
falling down into the bottom of the cabinet. 
Overcome the possibility of Such misplacement 
of the papers, there is pivoted on the back of the 
tray a guard member 2). This guard member 
Suitably comprises a wire bent substantially in 
the form of a double U, as seen in Figure 3; 
the ends 20' of the guard member are however 
bent OutWardly to pivotally engage the brackets 
2 provided at the top of the back wall of the 
tray, and the central portion of the guard mem 
ber is extended to form an arm. 20' which pro 
jects down over the back of the tray. When the 
tray is in mounted position within the cabinet, 
this arm. 20' bears against the back wall of the 
cabinet and serves to hold the guard member 
in effective position-that is, in an upwardly in 
clined position wherein the tip of the guard mem 
ber is, for example, at a distance above the bot 
ton of the tray which is somewhat greater than 
the height of the cabinet opening 5. As so 
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While the weight of the guard member may in 
itself be sufficient to fulfill this function, I prefer 
ably bias it down against the bottom of the tray 
by means of a torsional spring 22 coiled about 
the guard member and hooked thereon at One end 
and to the tray at the other end. Thus, as the 
tray is removed from a fully mounted position 
within the cabinet to an extent sufficient to free 
the arm 20' from the back wall of the cabinet, 
the member 20 becomes operative to releasably 
hold the contents of the tray in place, but as the 
tray is restored to mounted position the member 
is raised into an upwardly inclined position 
wherein it is effective to fulfill its guard function 
above described. In view of the downwardly in 
clined position in which the tray is mounted, the 
Weight of the tray is effective to hold the same in 
a fully mounted position against the force which 
the arm 2' will exert against the back of the 
cabinet. 
In order to prevent a misplacement of papers 

through the cabinet opening 5 over the top of 
the guard member 20 the closure 7 is provided 
with inward projection 23 which is adapted to 
cooperate with this guard member when the 
closure is in open position. For instance, when 
the closure is open the projection 23 is held in a 
downwardly inclined position above the tray and 
to the front of the guard member 20 with the 
extremity thereof terminating at a level slightly 
below the tip of the guard member, as ShoWin in 
Figure 1. 
Although I have herein shown and described 

my invention in terms of a single preferred em 
bodiment, it will be understood that this embodi 
ment is illustrative and not limitative of my in 
vention as the same is Subject to many changes 
and modifications without departure from the 
scope of my invention, which I endeavor to 
express according to the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a structure comprising a cabinet having 

an opening therein: the combination of a con 
tainer removably mounted in said cabinet, said 
Opening Serving as a paSSageway through which 
correspondence or other papers may be placed 
into and out of the container; means movably 
connected to said container for movement from 
the container into an outwardly projecting posi 
tion. Wherein the same is effective as a guard 
against a misplacing of papers through said 
opening in relation to the container; means for 
urging Said guard means downwardly; and means 
connected with said guard means and cooperating 
With the cabinet against the action of said urging 
means for causing the guard means to be held in 
Said outwardly projecting position while said con 
tainer is in mounted position. 

2. In a structure comprising a cabinet having 
an Opening therein: the combination of a con 
tainer mounted in said cabinet and adapted to 
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be removed from and installed into said cabinet 
through said opening, the opening also serving as 
a passageway for correspondence or other papers 
to and from the interior of the container when 
the same is in mounted position; a member On 
said container movable into an outer position 
wherein the maximum distance of the member 
from the side of the container opposite the mem 
ber is greater than the corresponding dimension 
of Said cabinet opening, said member Serving 
When in Said outer position as a guard against 
a misplacing of paper's through said Opening in 
relation to the container; and means to cause 
said guard member to be moved to said outer 
guard position as the container is placed into 
mounted position. Within the cabinet and to be 
noved towards the container within the dimen 
sions of said opening as the container is removed 
from mounted position. 

3. In a structure comprising a cabinet having 
an opening in a side Wall thereof: the combina 
tion of a tray movable through said opening into 
and out of a mounted position in said cabinet, 
said opening also serving as a passageway 
through which correspondence or other papers 
may be placed into and removed from said tray; 
a member movably connected to the back portion 
of Said tray; and means, actuated automatically 
in response to the movement of said tray into its 
Said mounted position, for moving said member 
into an upwardly inclined position wherein the 
Same is effective to guard against a misplacing 
of papers over the back of the tray. 

4. The structure as claimed in claim 4, further 
including a closure for said opening movable in 
wardly of the cabinet into an open position 
wherein the same is above said tray; and means 
moved with said closure, in the opening of the 
latter, into a cooperating relationship with said 
guard member wherein to prevent a misplacing 
of papers through said opening over the top of 
the guard member. 

5. In a structure comprising a cabinet having 
an opening in a side wall thereof: the combina 
tion of a tray movable through said opening into 
and out of a mounted position within said cabinet, 
Said Opening Serving as a passageway through 
which correspondence or other papers may be in 
Serted into and removed from a mounted tray; a. 
member pivoted to the back portion of the tray 
and biased to bear against matter contained 
therein to hold the same in place; and means to 
move Said member into an upwardly inclined 
position out of the tray as the tray is placed into 
mounted position within the cabinet. 

6. In a structure comprising a cabinet having 
an opening in the front side wall thereof: the 
combination of a tray removably mounted in 
Said cabinet at said opening, the opening serving 
as a passageway through which correspondence 
or other papers may be inserted into and removed 
from Said tray and through which the tray may 
be removed from the cabinet; a member pivoted 
to the back portion of the tray and biased against 
the bottom thereof to bear against matter con 
tained therein whereby to hold the same in place 
in the tray; and a rearward extension on said 
member bearing against the back wall of the 
cabinet when the tray is in mounted position 
for holding said member in an upwardly inclined 
position, said tray being movably mounted in a 
downwardly inclined position whereby the weight 
of the tray will normally retain the tray in 
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mounted position and said member in its said 
raised position. 

7. In a cabinet structure provided With an 
opening: the combination of a tray mounted in 
said cabinet and removable therefrom through 
said opening, said opening serving as a passage 
way for inserting papers or the like into said 
tray; and a member pivoted to the tray having 
one part overlying the tray and another part 
overhanging the tray, said other part being 
adapted to impinge against a Wall of the cabinet 
as the tray is installed into the cabinet through 
said opening and to cause said one part to be 
moved into raised position wherein it serves to 
guide the papers into the tray. 

8. In a cabinet of the character described: the 
combination of a container in the cabinet for 
papers or the like, said cabinet having an opening 
through Which the paperS may be passed and 
through which said container may be removed; 
and a wire member pivoted to said container and 
including a main part Overlying the container 
and biased theretowards and a Secondary part 
overhanging the container and impinged against 
the wall of the cabinet as the container is in 
stalled into the cabinet, the impingement of said 
Secondary part against said Wall serving to move 
said main part into a raised position wherein the 
Same is effective to guide the papers from Said 
opening into said container. 

9. In a cabinet structure having an opening in 
the side Wall thereof: the combination of a con 
tainer renovably mounted in said cabinet at said 
opening, said opening serving as a passageway 
through which correspondence or other papers 
may be placed into and removed from said con 
tainer; a movable member on said container 
adapted to direct the papers, which are passed 
through Said opening, into the container, said 
member being urged inwardly of the container 
into ineffective position; and means, coacting 
With the cabinet when the container is in mounted 
position, to hold said member in effective position. 

10. In a cabinet structure having an opening 
therein: the combination of a container remov 
ably mounted in said cabinet, said opening serv 
ing as a passageway through which correspond 
ence or other papers may be placed into and re 
moved from the container; means movably con 
nected to said container and adapted to be held 
in an outwardly projecting position, in relation 
to the container, wherein the same is effective as 
a guard against a misplacing of papers through 
Said opening relative to the container; means to 
move said guard means into effective position in 
response to mounting the tray in the cabinet; a 
closure for said cabinet opening; and means on 
Said closure adapted to cooperate with said guard 
means when the closure is in open position. 

f1. In a cabinet structure having an opening 
therein: the combination of a tray removably 
mounted in Said cabinet in position to receive 
correspondence or other papers by way of said 
Opening; a movable member on said tray biased 
downwardly to retain the papers in the tray when 
the tray is removed; and means operatively inter 
posed between said member and the cabinet when 
the tray is in mounted position for holding said 
guard member in a raised position wherein the 
Same is effective to direct the papers into the 
tray which are inserted into said opening. 

CHARLES HUENLICH. 
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