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FIELD OF THE INVENTION
[0001] Embodiments of the invention generally relate to containers formed from single
corrugated sheet blanks that provide a means to secure the contents of the containers from
damage.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Flowers have routinely been sent to individuals to mark a special occasion or just
as a token of affection. Local florists have long specialized in this field, delivering the flowers
and other items traditionally associated with flowers, such as vases, candies, jewelry, stuffed
animals, and various other sundries, to the recipients in their immediate area. However, with the
popularity of the internet and improved shipping methods, many florists have begun to expand
their business radius, resorting to sending flowers through shipping providers. However, flowers
are very fragile and can be easily damaged when shipped. The risk of damage to the flowers is
increased during shipping when other accessories are included.

[0003] Many florists attempt to prevent such damage from occurring by placing the
accompanying items with the ﬂqwers in a separate box within the shipping container. While the
separate box does prevent the commingling of the accessories from the flowers, the separate box
itself may damage the flowers as well. As such, there is a need to provide a flower shipping
container that secures both the flowers and any other accessories while keeping them separate.
Also, it would beneficial if such container were formed from a single corrugated sheet, leading to
less assembly time as well as requiring less space for storage.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0004] Figure 1 is a plane top view of a single blank according to one embodiment of this

invention.
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Figure 1.
[0006] Figure 3 is a perspective view of the intertor of the partially formed container of
Figure 2.
[0007] Figure 4 is a perspective view of a divider of the container according to one

embodiment of this invention.

[0008] Figure 5 is a perspective view of a fully formed container according to one
embodiment of this invention.

[0009] Figure 6 is a perspective view of the closed container of Figure 5.

[0010] Figure 7 is a plane top view of a single blank according to another embodiment of

this invention

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

[0011] Embodiments of this invention include a container for the secured transportation
of the container’s contents. The container allows an individual to ship flowers in a secure manner
that prevents damage to the flowers during transit. The container also provides a means to ship
additional items with the flowers. The container includes two different compartments which
divide the flowering portion of the flowers from any additional items, preventing the additional
items from damaging the flowering portions.

[0012] As shown in Figure 1, the container is formed from a single blank. The blank is
preferably made from corrugated cardboard material. However, in other embodiments, the blank
may be composed of, but not limited to, paper, polyurethane, or other sturdy but flexible material.
The blank may be divided into several portions, including a securing portion 10, an insert portion
20, a first side portion 30, a bottom portion 40, a second side portion 50, a top portion 60, and a

lid portion 70. Connected to the insert portion 20 of the blank are end tabs 80, which include
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the blank.

[0013] Before the container is formed, the securing portion 10 of the blank is secured to
the edge of the top portion 60 adjacent the second side portion 50 as shown in Figure 2. The
securing portion 10 of the blank may be adhered to the top portion 60 through the use of glue or
other chemical means. In other embodiments, separate mechanical means, such as tabs and
inserts, may be used to attach the securing portion 10. Even with the securing portion 10
attached, the blank may be folded to form a flat blank sheet. Since the blank can remain in a flat
state with the securing portion 10 attached, the blank takes up less space during storage and
shipping.

[0014] Once the securing portion 10 has been attached, the flat blank can easily be
transformed into the container needed to transport the flowers and additional components. To
form the container, the insert portion 20 is aligned perpendicular to the second side portion 50,
and the securing portion 10, as shown in Figure 2. By aligning the insert portion 20
perpendicular to the second side portion 50, the first side portion 30 aligns itself parallel with the
second side portion 50 while the bottom portion 40 aligns itself parallel with the insert portion 20.
Folds between the numerous portions of the blank assist in forming the container.

[0015] Once the container has been partially formed, the container may be divided into
the two different compartments needed to separate the flowering portion of the flowers from the
additional items that may be included during shipping. As shown in Figure 3, a dividing section
22 of the insert portion 20 is placed within the partially formed container. As shown in Figure 4,
the dividing section 22 is pivotally connected to the insert portion 20 along only one end. The
dividing section 22 is pushed downward into the container, dividing the container into an open
compartment and a closed compartment. As shown in Figure 3, the majority of the insert portion

20 serves as the means to create the closed compartment.
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dividing section 22 is folded flush with the bottom portion 40 of the container. Tabs 25 found
along the sides of the flower securing portion 24 are received within slots 42 found between the
bottom portion 40 and the first and second side portions 30 and 50 respectively to secure the
flower securing portion 24 in place. Additionally, folding the flower securing portion 24 flush
with the bottom portion 40 of the container creates an opening 26 within the dividing section 22.
The opening 26 allows the stems of the flowers to extend into both compartments. The dividing
section 22, however, provides a damage-preventing barrier for the flowering portions of the
flowers, shielding the flower from any vases or additional accessories found in the closed
compartment. The flower securing portion 24 may also include holes, slots, and other various
apertures to allow string or other tie material, such as wire, to anchor the flowers. Parts of the
flower securing portion 24 are located within the open and the closed compartments, allowing the
stems of the flowers to be tied and secured to prevent movement during shipping. A lid 28 found
on the insert portion 20 prevents contents from exiting the closed compartment during shipping,
while providing access to when the container is opened.

[0017] To complete the formation of the container, the end tabs 90 of the bottom portion
40 are first folded into the inner part of the partially formed container. Following the positioning
of the end tabs 90 of the bottom portion, the flaps 82 and 84 of the end tabs 80 of the insert
portion 20 are folded to form acute angles with the end tabs 80. The flaps 82 and 84 are then
positioned within the partially formed container, and expanded to form an approximate right
angle with the end tabs 80, with the flaps 82 and 84 flush against the first and second side
portions 30 and 50 respectively. The end tabs 90 of the bottom portion 40 are then folded
towards the end tabs 80 of the insert portion 20 and between the flaps 82 and 84 to further secure
the ends of the containers as shown in Figure 5.

[0D18] Once the flowers and various other accessories have been placed and secured, the

container can be closed. The top portion 60 of the blank is folded across the top of the container,
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portion 70 is then folded flush against the first side portion 30. Tabs 72 extending from an edge
of the lid portion 70 may be inserted into slots 32 found on the first side portion 30, securing the
closing of the container, and enclosing the open compartment, as shown in Figure 6.

[0019] In an alternative embodiment illustrated in Figure 7, a container is formed from a
single blank 700. The blank is preferably made from corrugated cardboard material. However,
in other embodiments, the blank may be composed of, but not limited to, paper, polyurethane, or
other sturdy but flexible material. The blank may be divided into several portions, including a
securing portion 710, an insert portion 720, a first side portion 730, a bottom portion 740, a
second side portion 750, a top portion 760, and a 1id portion 770. Connected to the first side
partion 730 of the blank 700 are end tabs 780. Connected to second side portion 750 of the blank
700 are end tabs 790, which include attached flaps 792 and 794.

[0020] Before the container is formed, the securing portion 710 of the blank 700 is
secured to the edge of the top portion 760 adjacent the second side portion 750 in substantially
the same manner as the embodiment described above and illustrated in Figure 2. Although
shown as only about half the length of top portion 760, securing portion 710 may alternatively be
sized to extend along the entire length of top portion 760.

[0021] As with embodiments described above, the blank 700 may be folded to form a flat
blank sheet. Since the blank 700 can remain in a flat state with the securing portion 10 attached,
the blank takes up less space during storage and shipping. The rest of the blank 700 is
transformed into a container in a substantially similar manner as that described above and
illustrated in Figures 2-6. Dividing section 722 and flower securing portion 724 are configured in
a similar manner as dividing section 22 and flower securing portion 24 as described above.

[0022] In this embodiment, lid portion 770 is secured against first side portion 730 with
flaps 775, which are tucked into the slots formed by end tabs 780 and 790 in the fully formed

container. With lid portion 770 and flaps 775 installed with the blank 700 formed into a
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portion 750. Use of flaps 775 instead of tabs 72 (described above) eliminates the need for slots
32 and can simplify blank construction. In addition, flaps are well-known means for securing
containers and are easy to operate.

{0023] The foregoing is provided for purposes of illustrating, explaining, and describing
embodiments of the present invention. Further modifications and adaptations to these
embodiments will be apparent to those skilled in the art and may be made without departing from

the scope or spirit of the invention.
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1. A container for shipping flowers formed from a single blank corrugated sheet,
comprising;
at least two sides and a bottom, wherein the bottom is connected to the at least two sides;
a top extending from one of the at least two sides comprising an upper portion and a
foldable side portion;
an insert extending from one of the at least two sides opposite the top, the insert
comprising a securing portion, a lid, and a divider;
wherein the securing portion is coupled to the upper portion of the top and the
divider is pivotally connected to the insert and is folded inwards into the container, forming an
open compartment and a closed compartment;
the lid provides access to the closed compartment; and
the divider comprises a flower securing extension and a stem access opening, the
flower securing extension comprising securing tabs and apertures and being folded flush against
the bottom of the container and where the securing tabs are received by slots found within the at

least two sides to secure the divider in place.

2. The container of claim 1, wherein the top further comprises securing tabs, wherein the
securing tabs extend from the foldable side portion opposite the upper portion and are received

within securing slots found within one of the at least two sides.

3. The container of claim 1, wherein the top further comprises securing flaps, wherein the
securing flaps extend from the foldable side portion and are received into the container generally

perpendicular to the at least two sides.



WO 2010/059236 PCT/US2009/006226

the top along substantially the entire length of the upper portion of the top.

5. The container of claim 1, wherein the container is formed from corrugated cardboard,
paper or polyurethane.
6. The container of claim 5, wherein the container is formed from corrugated cardboard.
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