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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

MONROE P. ITIOLMES, OF TOLEDO, OMIO.

ADJUSTABLE BRACKET FOR SCAFFOLDING.
SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 446,682, dated February 17, 1891,
Application filed November 3, 1890, Serial No. 370,166, (Nomodel,)

To all whom it My concern.:

Be it known that I, MoNROE P. HorMEs, of
Toledo, county of Lucas, and State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Adjustable Brackets for Seaf-
folding; and I do hereby declarethat the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact desecription
of the invention, which will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference bein g had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the fig-
ures of reference marked thereon, which form
part of this specification,

My invention relates to an adjustable
bracket for scaffolding, and has relation to
that character of bracket used upon ladders
In erecting a scaffolding at the side of build-
ings.

The object of the invention is to provide a
bracket that shall be absolutely safe when
placed in position and that shall be capable
of being adjusted to a horizontal position ir-
respective of the inclination of the ladder.

A further object is to construet a bracket
that can e used upon either side of a ladder
irrespective of the inclination of the same.

Afuartherobjectis to combine with the valu-
able features recited, economy of construction,
portability, and strength.

The invention consists, broadly, in a cen-
trally longitudinally-slotted base-hoard hay-
ingoneor more rack-bars upon the under side,
and engaging devices at one end thereof to
engage with the round of the ladder, and a
hanger passed through the slot, with one end
engaging with the rack-bar and the opposite
end engaging with a round of the ladder.

In the drawings, Tigure 1 is a side eleva-
tionof a portion of a building having aladder
leaning against the same with my improved
bracket arranged thereon upon the front and
the rear side thereof to illustrate its adapta-
bility to either position. Fig. 2 is a top plan
view of the bracket detached from the ladder.
Irig. 8 is a bottom plan view of the same.

Heretofore in arranging a scaffolding by
means of ladder-brackets great difficulty has
been experienced in securing the platform
horizontally irrespective of the inclination of
theladder. Another objection tothe present
form of bracket isthatit cannot be suspended
upon the inside of the ladder to compensate

forthe distance between theladder and build-
ing due to the necessary inclination of the
ladder. These objections are overcome in the
present invention, asthe adjustability of the
hanger with reference to the platform, ren-
ders it convenient to suspend the same at any
desired angle to the ladder, and by reason
of the peculiar arrangement of hanger and
bracket fastenings the bracket may be sus-
pended from either side of the ladder.

1 designates the platform, formed with aslot
2 centrally of the width thereof, and prefer-
ably, though not necessarily, with the rear
end cut out semicircularly, as at 3, there be-

ing a plate 4 of like contour securely fastened

to the platform and extending beyond the
same in the direction of its length to form
supports 5 to rest upon the upper side of the
round of the ladder, and in conjunction with
the projecting ends G of rack-bars 7, secured
upon theundersideof the platform and which
pass beneath the round of the ladder, forms a
fastening, which prevents the platform from
vertical movement and firmly sustains the
same at therearend when weight is tobe borne
thereby.

S designates a hanger formed with a trans-
verse baror T-head Y and a pronged or bifur-
cated upper end, each prong terminating in a
hool 10 for engaging theround of ladder next
above that engaged by the supports at the
rear end of the platform. Rack-bars 7are of
a Jength to extend from the rear of the plat-
form to the front end of slot 2 and are ar-
ranged one upon each side thereof. Hach
rack-bar is provided with a series of hook-
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shaped projections 11 for engaging with the .

transverse bar or T-head 9 to firmly suspend
the front end of the platform when the hooks
of the hanger are engaged with the round of
ladder above that engaged by the rear sup-
ports of the platform. Each rack-baris pref-
erably formed with a guard or keeper 12 for
preventing the removal of the T-head either
accidentally or otherwise, although this rail
orlkeeper may be omitted, if desired, as shown
in Tig. 8.

While Thave described the kanger as being
of a length to reach to but the first round of
the ladder above that engaged by the rear
supports of the platform, it will be under-
stood that I may vary the length to cause the
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same to engage any round desired above that
engaged by the platform.

in operation the supports at the rear of the
platform are engaged with the round of lad-
der at the height desired for the seaffold, the
hooks of the hanger are engaged with the
round above, and the. platform is leveled by
engaging the proper projections upon the
rack-bar with the T-head of thehanger, when
the scaffold may be laid thereon. When, as
in the act of painting, the scaffold is upon
the front side of theladder and the building
painted as far down the side as the painter
can reach by reason of the distance of the
ladder from the building, owing toits inclina-
tion, the position of the bracket is reversed,
and it issuspended from the rear side of the
ladder and the scaffolding placed thereon, by
which means it is possible to reach the build-
ing and paint far below the point reached
when the scaffold was upon the front side.
It will be seen that the weight upon the plat-
form tends to urge the same toward the ladder,
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thereby precluding the possibility of the
bracket becoming separated from the ladder
accidentally.

The bracket may be of sufficient strength
to withstand all necessary strain, and yet be
light and portable.

What I claim is—

A bracket forscaffolding, comprising abase-
board formed with a slot through the body
thereof and projections upon the end, retain-
ing devices upon the under side of the base-
board, and a hanger passed through the slot,
having a T-head adapted to engage with the
retaining devices and an end portion formed
with hooks.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
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my own I hereby affix my signature in pres- 40

ence of two witnesses.
MONROE P. HOLMES.
Witnesses:

- WiILLIAM WEBSTER,
CARROLL J. WEBSTER.




